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VI PREFACT. 

fifteen minutes in the reading ; to use sucli 
words as might be understood by all, avoiding 
abstruse ideas and involved sentences ; and to 
make the sermons pointed and practical How 
far he has succeeded, others must judge. 

Small as the volume is, it will be found to 
contain sermons on a considerable variety of 
subjects, doctrinal, experimental, and practical, 
as well as several suitable for the Christian 
seasons. In all, it has been the Author's 
earnest desire to point to ' the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world;' and 
to build on the one foundation, * Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified.' 
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SHORT SERMONS. 



SERMON I. 



THE HONEST ENQUIRER. 



John, tH. 17. — ' If any man will do His will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.' 

The Jews were in great doubt about Christ. 
He said that He came from heayen, and was 
the Son of God ; and there was much to make 
them believe it; for He spake as never man 
spake, and did many wonderful works. But, 
on the other hand, His birth and station were 
so low. His means of learning had been so 
small, and His circumstances altogether were 
•so different from what the Jews had expected 
in their Messiah, that they were quite per- 
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plexed. Many of the people who were at 
Jerusalem at the feast came from Galilee, and 
had known Him there during His youth. They 
had seen Him living at liTazareth in a humble 
line of life, and in dutiful subjection to Mary 
and Joseph ; it was difficult now to think of 
Him as one so great as He said He was ; and 
how He could do such works and speak such 
words, they could not understand. * Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know ? How is it then that He saith, 
I came down from heaven ? ' * How knoweth 
this man letters, having never learned ?' * 

These doubts and questions were well known 
to our Saviour, though most likely not spoken 
in His hearing. He answered them thus: 
* My doctrine [or teaching] is not mine, but 
His that sent me.' And then He added, ' If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.' If they could once under- 
stand and believe, that the words which struck 
them so much were not the words of the 
seemingly humble man who stood before them, 
but of God Himself, all their doubts and 
difficulties would be done away. This light 

* John, vi. 42 ; viii. 16. 
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He promised they should have, if they were 
honest and sincere : ' If any man will do His 
will [or, is willing to do His will] he shall 
know of the doctrine.' .The honest enquirer 
should not be left in doubt. The man who 
wished to do (rod's will, and sought to know 
the truth, only that he might follow it, — that , 
man shoidd know ; God would teach him, 
blindness and prejudice should be taken away, 
his mind should become fully convinced, his 
honest desire should be satisfied. Such was the 
meaning of the text, as applied to the Jews. 

We also are sometimes perplexed about re- 
ligion, especially those of us who have not 
much experience or learning; and that, not 
on one subject only, such as that which caused 
a difficulty to the Jews, but on various points. 
Some say one thing, and some another ; who is 
to know which is true? People even go to the 
Bible, and take the very same words, and one 
says they mean this, and another that; how 
is a plain man to know the right from the 
wrong ? 

Our Lord's words meet the case. * If any 
man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.' If any one, however plain and un- 
learned, has his heart set upon God and really 
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desires to serve Him, that man shall not be left 
in ignorance. God will take him into His own 
teaching. Dark things will by degrees become 
plain, doubts and difficulties will be cleared, 
the Gospel will be seen and felt to come from 
God, the Lord Jesus Christ in His person and 
offices will be more clearly known, and the 
mind will become settled in the truth. Some 
difficulties there still will be, and some points 
on which good men will differ ; but the main 
points will be clear, the way of salvation will 
not be hidden, and the honest searcher after 
truth will not be left in doubt how he is to 
walk and to please God. Thus the text 
applies to us as well as to the Jews ; and a 
very comforting text it is. 

Of course there must be diligence on our 
part. We must not expect to have this know- 
ledge without seeking. Indeed our Lord's 
words seem to imply diligence : ' If any man 
will do His will,' that is, if any man be willing 
and desirous to do it. Now, such a man uses 
all possible means to know what the will of 
God is. His Bible does not gather dust on 
the shelf, or lie hidden in the chest ; his place 
in church is seldom empty — never when he can 
help it ; and every day finds him on his knees 
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before God. Thus lie speks, and not in vain. 
The promise is fulfilled to him. He is taught 
of God by the Spirit. He gains a deeper in- 
sight into spiritual things. He grows 'in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.' * 

For this is a grooving knowledge ; it does not 
come all at once. The blind man, whom Jesus 
cured at Bethsaida, saw things at first all dim 
and confused : * I see men as trees, walking ;' 
but when Jesus put His hands again upon his 
eyes, and made him look up, then he saw every 
man clearly."f" So it is with spiritual sight. 
The mind, when first enlightened by the Spirit 
of God, sees things unseen before, but sees 
them dimly. Already the change is great, for 
there is light instead of darkness ; but the 
change is not complete, the light is not clear, 
the objects are confused. The man cannot 
see the meaning of all he finds in the Bible, 
and sometimes one doctrine seems not to agree 
with another. But as he grows in grace and 
knowledge, he sees more clearly. He is like a 
child at school, learning something fresh every 
day. Indeed he w at school, — ^a learner in the 
school of God. The book he chiefiy learns 

♦ 2 Pet. iii. 18. t Mark, viii 22-2C. 
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from is the Bible ; his teachers are various, — 
the ministers of God, Christian friends, God's 
providential dealings ; but, most of all, the 
Holy Spirit teaching his heart. 

We shall be learners in this school to our 
dying day ; the time will never come when we 
shall be able to say, ' I know all/ The oldest 
Christian, and the most experienced in spiritual 
things, is a learner still. Many have learnt 
more on a bed of death, than they ever learnt 
before ; and many a dying. Christian, long a 
scholar in the school of God, has found his last 
lessons the deepest and clearest. 

The promise of the text applies not only to 
difficulties in religious belief, but also to 
difficulties as to conduct. Sometimes a man 
is brought into such circumstances, that he is 
in doubt as to what he ought to do. The path 
of duty is not plain. He does not see his way 
before him. In whatever direction he turns, 
some hindrance seems to meet him. In such a 
case he may take to himself this promise, *If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.' If his mind be really set upon 
doing the will of God, he shall be taught 
what that will is. By some means or other 
(for here also means must be used) guidance 
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shall come. The question, honestly asked, 
' Lord, what wouldst , thou have me to do P' 
is one that God will not leave without an 
answer. 

I said that means must be used. In every 
case of doubt or difficulty, we are bound to 
make use of all the means and powers which 
God has given us. We must not fold our arms 
and sit still, as if expecting that an angel will 
be sent from heaven to direct us, or that in 
some other unusual way God will make known 
His will. God has given us, in some measure 
at least, thought, knowledge, experience, 
friends ; and these means must not be neg- 
lected. We must think over the subject in 
all its bearings ; we must ask advice of those 
friends whose principles and wisdom we es- 
teem ; we must exercise our own judgment ; 
we must make diligent use of all the means in 
our power. Then, we may humbly look for 
God's guidance. The inspired writer does not 
tell us not to use our understanding, but only 
not to lean upon it ! ' Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.' * 

* Prov. iiL 5, 6. 
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The great question is, — ^Have we indeed tliis 
honest desire to do the will of God ? Are we 
willing to do it, whatever it may be? Not 
only if it agrees with our own, but even if His 
will and ours be directly opposed. It is to be 
feared, that many read the Bible, and even 
pray to be taught and led, with their minds 
already made up as to what they will believe 
and what they will do, instead of humbly 
coming to learn. This is not the way to be 
taught of God. A child does not come so, to 
be taught by its parent. We must come to 
God prepared, if need be, to give up our own 
will, to part with old opinions and prejudices, 
to keep nothing back; honestly desiring this 
one thing, to know and to do the will of God. 
It is a great point, — this uprightness and 
honesty in religion, this spirit of sincere 
enquiry. There is no guidance, no comfort, 
no peace, to be expected without it. All the 
promises of God are made to such seekers as 
these, and to such alone. They shall * know 
of the doctrine ;' they shall be more and more 
turned from the love of their own will to the 
love of God's will. He will direct their path, 
because in all their ways they acknowledge 
Him; the means of grace shall be blest to 
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tKeir souls ; God will guide them with His 
counsel, and afterward receive them to glory.* 
Look well into your own hearts, examine the 
thoughts and feelings with which you are ac- 
customed to read the Bible, to hear sermons, to 
seek light and guidance ; and see whether you 
have this honest desire to know and to do the 
will of God. Guard against a disputatious spirit, 
and against all insincerity before the all-seeing 
eye. The man who uses the truth of God merely 
as a subject to dispute about, is little likely to 
know what that truth is : even if his under- 
standing be enlightened, his heart will be dark. 
And the person who seeks God's guidance in 
difficulty, with his mind already made up, must 
not expect his steps to be directed from above : 
for he is in reality seeking, not to know the will 
of God, but to have his own will confirmed. 
* The heart is deceitful above all things :'-f- we 
are apt to fancy we only wish to know the truth, 
when we are in fact wedded to our own opinion ; 
and to suppose we seek the guidance of God, 
when we are all the while bent upon following 
our own will. Let us seek to have our Saviour's 
words graven on our hearts, as the very guide 
and pattern of all feelings and desires, *If 

* Ps. Ixxiii. 24. f Jer. xvii. 9. 
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any man will do His will.* Let us ask of God 
simplicity of mind, a child-like spirit, a humble 
and teachable disposition, and a will conformed 
to His wilL And let us, in all sincerity, join in 
the prayer of the Psalmist, ' Teach me to do thy 
will ; for thou art my God : thy spirit is good ; 
lead me into the land of uprightness.'* 

♦ Ps. cxliii. 10. 
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THE HOLY SCEIPTURES: 

PART I. 



KoMANs, XV. 4. — * Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning ; that we, through patienoe 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.' 

It often happens that when a good thing 
becomes cheap and common, it is held in less 
esteem. Perhaps this applies in some measure 
to the Word of God. Formerly Bibles were 
scarce and dear, and there were not many 
people who could read* . In those days, the 
Church Bible was often the only one in the 
parish ; and it was the custom to chain it to 
the desk, lest any one should take it away. 
People used' to go to church to hear it read ; 
and it was no uncommon thing, on week- 
days as well as Sundays, for a little company 
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of men and women to gather round the desk, 
while one more learned than the rest read aloud 
from the Bible. Now things are very dif- 
ferent. Every one may have a Bible of his 
own; and most can read. The poor man's 
cottage is not thought complete without a 
Family Bible : and even in these days of cheap 
books, there is hardly any book so cheap as the 
Bible. This is a great blessing ; yet perhaps 
the Bible was more thought of when it was 
not so cheap and common. It is not unlikely, 
that the people who had to come to the church 
and hear another read out of a chained book, 
the only Bible in the parish, prized the Bible 
more than many now-a-days, who have a Bible 
of their own at home, and can read it when- 
ever they like. 

I do not say this is right. Far from it : it is 
very wrong. But I fear it is very much the 
case. Certain it is, that the Bible is greatly 
neglected by numbers. And many, who would 
not like to be without a Bible in the house, 
might almost as well be without one, for any 
use they make of it. This is very wrong. 
The Bible was not given to be treated thus. 
Jt ought to be thought one of the chief bless- 
ings of our country and our time, that the 
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word of God is, or may be, in every hand, and 
that almost all can read it. 

Our text is about the Holy Scriptures, There 
is too much matter in it for one short sermon. 
But, as it has two distinct parts, we will take 
the first part now, and the second in the next 
sermon. 

The first part is this ; ' Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for our 
learning.' 

* Whatsoever things were written aforetime.' 
This means. Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime in the Bible, not in other books. 
Now, the Bible consists of two parts, the Old 
Testament and the New. The Old Testament 
was written before Christ came, the New after- 
wards. But all is equally the Word of God. 
Many writers were engaged in it^ and at many 
different times, but the same Holy Spirit in- 
spired them all. We might gather this even 
from the text. ' Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime :' this takes in all the writ- 
ings of the different authors of the Bible, — 
Moses, David, the prophets, and so forth ; 
and the words that follow, * Were written for 
our learning,' show one object in all ; as if the 
various writers were so many workmen, each 
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doing Us. kppointed part, but all taught and 
directed by One Master, all carrying out one 
design and will. But this is more plainly- 
taught elsewhere. 'All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God,'* writes St. Paul to 
Timothy. And St. Peter says, * The prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man ; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.' t Thus the Bible is God's 
book. Men held the pen, and wrote the words, 
Kut God gave the thoughts. This is inspira- 
tion. 

By ' whatsoever things were written afore- 
time,' St. Paul meant all that part of the Bible 
which was written before his time. Now this 
was the Old Testament only. For though 
much of the New Testament was already 
written, at the time when St. Paul wrote this 
Epistle to the Romans, yet there was more to 
come, and what was written was not yet 
gathered together into a book. The Bible 
then was the Old Testament only, and this 
is what the apostle meant 

All this, he says, was written for our learn- 
ing, or to teach us : to teach, not merely himself 
and those who lived in his time, but tfs, and all 
♦ 2 Tim. iii. 16. t 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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oHier people in every age. Many who read the 
Bible, are not aware how very old a book it is. 
Some parts of it were written more than three' 
thousand years ago. Even in St. Paul's time, 
these were very ancient writings ; now they 
are much more ancient. And yet we have 
them to this very day, just as they were written 
so many years ago, only translated into our own 
language. Through all the generations that 
have come and gone, through all the changes 
that have taken place in the world, through 
wars, and conquests, and tumults, and troubles, 
these books have still been preserved. The 
hand of God has been in this. They must have 
been lost or altered long ago, but for His care. 
It is He who has kept the Bible for us to this 
day. This is of His goodness. This alone is 
enough to show us that He had us in view when 
the Bible was written. 

But we are expressly told so here. The Bible 
was written ' for our learning.' Those ancient 
books of the Old Testament were meant to teach 
even us, who live so long after they were written. 
"We ate not to think of them merely as histories 
and writings, wonderfully preserved through 
many ages, and interesting on account of their, 
age ; but as containing lessons for our instruc- 
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tion. No part is to be passed over, as if it 
did not concern us. There is something to be 
learnt from every page. And it is striking to 
observe, as if placed there on purpose to teach 
us this, some solemn exhortation or some strik- 
ing example, in the midst of a plain narrative, 
or even of a list of names. Nothing that is 
found in the Word of God is without its im- 
portance to us. 

But though the text, as written by St. Paul, 
refers to the Old Testament only, there can be 
no doubt that it applies equally to the New. 
The New Testament is as much the Word of 
God as the Old. The writers of the Gospels, 
the Acts, the Epistles, and the Revelation, were 
as much inspired by God, as Moses, and David, 
and the other writers of the Old Testament: 
and all they wrote was written with the same 
object, — to teach us, ' for our learning.' So 
that we, in our day, may apply the words to 
the whole Bible, as St. Paul in his applied 
them to that part of the Bible which was then 
written : ' Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning.' 

Now, considering all this, is the Bible prized 
as it ought to be P It is the Word of God, it 
was written to teach us, and it has been pre- 
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served from age to age, as no other book has 
been : do we vahie it accordingly ? 

If there were no other book in the world, it 
would be reason enough why all should learn 
to read, that they might be able to read the 
Bible. Let the young consider this, and those 
especially who have not much means of learning. 
It is worth all the pains you can take, to have 
the power of reading God's word for yourselves 
all through your life. Many older persons 
wish now they had thought so, when young 
like you. They can now see, what a blessing it 
would have been to be able to read the Bible. 
Yet even to such I would say, it may not be 
too late even now. I have known many grown- 
up men and women begin their A B C, in order 
that they might read the Bible. Even to be 
able to spell out an easy chapter for oneself, is 
a great comfort and blessing, and worth much 
pains. 

To those who can read, I would say this, con- 
sider it the very best and fittest use you can 
make of your reading, to read the Bible. There 
are many good and useful books in the world, 
as well as many idle and bad ; but there is no 
book like the Bible. They are all men's books, 

c 
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this is God's. They have been written with 
various objects, — to inform and amuse; and 
some, it is true, to teach about God : but not 
as the Bible teaches. The Bible was writton 
with one object — to teach i;is. And to teach us 
what ? The way of life, the way to God, the 
way to heaven. In other words, to show us our 
state as sinners, to reveal to us a Saviour, to 
declare to us the way of salvation, to lead us to 
faith, and holiness, and heaven, to teach us how 
to be happy. Other books, as was said just 
now, have been written to teach the same things ; 
but not as the Bible teaches. This Book speaks 
with authority, as from God Himself. Here is 
God's teaching, not man's. There is no other 
book of which this can be said. The Bible 
stands alone. 

Whatever else you read then, let the reading 
of the Bible have the first place. You may 
read other writings for religious instruction and 
comfort, for information on other things, to keep 
yourselves acquainted with the passing events 
of the day, and even for mere amusement ; 
there is no harm in this, but good. But if you 
leave out the Bible from your list, you are not 
right. Then you are not making a proper use 
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of your power of reading. You are spending 
it all on books of man, and neglecting the book 
of God. 

Read the Bible. Read it every day. In palace 
or in cottage, let the Bible be the best-read 
book in the house. Let there be no dusty Bible 
on the shelf, and no unused Bible in the chest. 
Let your Bible be a book for daily use. Bead 
it, not as you read any other book, but as the 
Word of God; not for mere information or 
amusement, but as the Book of Life, to teach 
and impress the heart. Strive to carry out the 
beautiful words of the Collect for the second 
Sunday in Advent, which is taken from our 
text : * Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning ; Grant 
that we may in such wise hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 
by patience, and comfort of Thy holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast given 
us in our Saviour Jesus Christ' Hear the 
Scriptures diligently, both read, and preached 
from. What a comfort it is for those who 
cannot read, that at least they can hear ! Read 
the Scriptures in private. And that, not care- 
lessly, or as a task, but marking well what you 
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read. Seek to learn from them. And lastly, 
inwardly digest what you read. That is, let it 
remain in your mind, and think over it again 
and again, that it may turn to the good of your 
souls, as well-digested food nourishes the body. 
If you have little time for reading, think the 
more. One verse seriously read and well thought 
over, will do more good than a whole chapter 
read carelessly, and dismissed from the mind as 
'the book is closed. A labouring man has been 
known to learn a text by heart every morning 
before going to work, that he might think it 
over during the day. That was inwardly 
digesting the Scriptures. It is a good habit, 
thus to store the mind with Bible words, and 
employ the thoughts upon the Scriptures. 
David had this habit ; * Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.' '0 how I love Thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day.' * This will take the 
place of vain thoughts, and even drive away 
vexation and anxiety. 

Once more, read the Bible with prayer. It 
is God's message to our souls ; but we want the 
Holy Spirit, to enable us to receive it aright. 
He alone can turn our darkness into light, and 

♦ Ps. cxix. 11, 97. 
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cause the word to reacli our hearts. Let us 
never read it without prayer. Here again the 
Psalmist is our example, who prayed thus, 
'Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy law.* * 

* Ps. cxix. 18. 
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Rom. XV. 4. — * Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for onr learning ; that we, through patience, 
and comfort of the Scriptures', might have hope.' 

The first part of the text was explained in the 
preceding sermon. It was there shown that 
the whole Bible, consisting of the Old and New 
Testaments, was inspired by God, though the 
work of various writers ; that it has been won- 
derfully preserved to us from ancient times ; 
and that it was written for our learning, that 
is, to teach us true religion. 

This was the general object. But a more 
particular object is mentioned in the latter part 
of the text ; ' that we, through patience, and 
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comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.' 
This we will now consider. 

It has already been said, that the Scriptures 
were meant to make us happy. But happy in 
a particular way. We learn here, that they 
were meant to give us that sort of happiness 
which springs from hope. It is the will of 
God, not that we should have all that is plea- 
sant and delightful now, but rather that we 
should live in the constant hope of having it 
hereafter. Thus our true happiness here con- 
sists rather in hoping than in having ; and 
the many comforts and blessings which are 
given US now are to be considered as a fore- 
taste and pledge of those better things, which 
God has prepared for those who love Him, 
and the hope of which makes them happy 
already. The life of the Christian is meant 
to be a life of hope, and therefore a happy life. 

But what hope is meant, when it is said, 
' that we, through patience, and comfort of the 
Scriptures, might have hope P ' Is it hope in 
general — that feeling planted naturally in every 
heart, and never perhaps quite extinguished in 
any ? Or is it something more precise and 
sure, the hope of some particular blessing P 

The words might stand thus, * the hope,' in- 
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^tead of ' hope ' only ; in which case they would 
clearly point to some particular hope. I be- 
lieve they do mean, not hope in general, but a 
particular hope ; and that is the hope of eternal 
life. 

This hope is set before us throughout the 
Bible ; though not equally in every part. It 
appears faintly in the earlier books of the Old 
Testament, more clearly in the Psalms and in 
the Prophets, more clearly still in the Gospels 
and Acts, and plainly and fully in the Epistles 
and Revelation. There we see clearly what 
this hope is, and what it rests on ; that it 
is built entirely on Jesus Christ, our crucified 
and risen Saviour, and is only to be had by 
a living faith in Him. There we learn, how it 
is to be maintained and increased. There we 
find it described, promised, prayed for. There 
we are exhorted to seek it for ourselves ; and 
there examples are held up to us of those who 
have had it. And once at least, in the case 
of Stephen, we see this hope carried out to the 
last, and the first Christian martyr is shown 
to us, actually dying in it, and passing from 
hope to enjoyment.* 

The object of all this is, that we also should 

* Acts, vii. 66-60. 
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lay hold on the hope that is set before us, and 
live in that hope continually ; that we should 
no longer pass our life in a spirit of bondage, 
always doubting and fearing ; but should fully 
believe God's promises in Christ, and simply 
rest in Him by faith, and thus live here in the 
joyful hope of a better and happier life with. 
Him in the world to come, that will know no 
end. This is what the Bible is meant to teach 
us: *that we, through patience, and comfort 
of the Scriptures, might have hope,^ 

* Through patience,^ It is through patience, 
that this hope is to be ours ; and it is easy to 
see, how needful patience is to a life of hope. 
When we eagerly hope for anything, we are 
apt to be impatient of delay ; we long to turn 
hoping into having : and, according to the 
Scriptural proverb, * Hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick.' * But grace mingles patience with 
the Christian's hope, and teaches him, with all 
Ms earnest desire after better things to come, 
patiently to await God's time; beariQg what 
God lays upon him, and striving to do what 
Grod sets before him, and that, as long as it 
shall please God; yet hoping all the while. 
Many things happen to him, which of them- 

* Prov. xiii. 12. 
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selves miglit damp or even quench his hope ; 
disappointments, anxieties, cares, troubles, 
temptations. But Christian patience enables 
him to hope still. Without it, hope would 
fade and die in such a world as this ; but when 
patience has ^her perfect work,'* then trials 
brighten hope instead of quenching it, and all 
fresh experience of God's gracious dealings 
does but increase the Christian's confidence in 
Him. The hand that chastens him, he feels, 
is still his Father's hand ; all that GFod does, 
whether in giving or withholding, he knows 
to be wise and good ; and if disappointment 
comes, he is sure it is best it should be so. 
In short, he finds the truth of what the Apostle 
Paul says, ' that tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience hope ;' 
and it does not surprise him to see, that in 
the very same chapter, ' the God of hope ' is 
called 'the God of patience and consolation' 
too.-f- 

But patience alone is not enough to support 
hope. Or rather, both hope and patience 
would give way, were it not for the * comfort 
of the Scriptures.' As the Bible was given 
us in order that we might have hope, so 

* Jam. i. 4. t Bom. xv. 6, 13. 
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it is by continually drawing comfort thence, 
that our hope is to be maintained and in- 
creased. The Bible is meant for constant use ; 
not merely to be read once, as a book contain- 
ing a message or a piece of information, and 
then laid aside, but to be gone to again and 
again for fresh light and comfort. There is 
much weight and meaning in these words, 
* comfort of the Scriptures ;' for the Scriptures 
are full of comfort indeed. We can hardly 
open them in any part, without lighting on 
something that speaks hope and peace to the 
heart. And we stand in need of this ; for the 
brightest hopes, in themselves, are not lasting ; 
the most cheerful Christian is apt at times 
to despond. Circumstances have a great effect 
upon the feelings ; bodily health, the conduct 
of those around us, and even the natural ebb 
and flow of the spirits, often make a total 
change in our state of mind ; a single hour is 
enough to turn cheerfulness into gloom. At 
such times the Bible is an unfailing source of 
comfort. Whatever turn our despondency may 
take, we find there something to meet it. For 
instance, how well suited to revive hope are 
those words of St. Paul to Titus, 'In hope 
of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie. 
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promised before the world began :'* and tHose 
other words in the next chapter, * Looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ/ "f" Or, if we open the Bible at the Old 
Testament, how cheering it is to read such 
words as these, * But now thus saith the Lord 
that created thee, Jacob, and He that 
formed thee, O Israel : Fear not, for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine:'+ or those remarkable 
words of Job, beginning, * For I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.'§ And these are but 
samples taken at random. The Bible is full 
of such passages. Again and again do such 
words as these occur, 'Fear not;' *Be not 
afraid ;' * I am with thee.' Sentences of hope 
and comfort are scattered throughout the 
sacred Book ; and mercy and pardon, grace 
and love, truth, faithfulness, hope, blessing, 
consolation, and salvation, are among its most 
common words. Above all, the Scriptures 
testify of Christ ; in every page of the New 
Testament that 'name which is above every 
name' appears, and He on whom our everj' 

♦ Titus, i. 2. t lb. ii. 13. J Isa. xliii. 1. 

§ Job, xix. 25. 
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hope is built is set forth for the assurance 
of our faith and the comfort of our hearts. 

Thus, it is 'through patience, and comfort 
of the Scriptures' that we may have hope. 

'Search the Scriptures'* then. Of all the 
books you have, let your Bible be read the 
oftenest, and loved the best Read it daily, 
diligently, prayerfully. Not as a task to be 
performed, but with a view to find a blessing 
there ; especially this blessing, the hope of 
eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

Are you so happy as to have this hope al- 
ready P Search the Scriptures, to have it made 
clearer, deeper, and stronger. Let nothing 
short of real necessity break in upon the daily 
habit of reading the Bible. At home or abroad, 
let this be a settled part of the employments of 
the day. And especially at times of darkness 
and despondency, when the natural spirits are 
low, and the feelings dull, and outward cir- 
cumstances depressing, — then go to the Bible 
for comfort. Remember, the Scriptures were 
written for your learning, that you through 
patience, and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope. God is teaching you by His word 
and by His dealings. Your outward circum- 

♦. John, V. 39. 
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stances, the very things that weigh upon your 
spirits, are part of His training. But He 
would have you be hopeful. Read and pray ; 
and ' the God of hope ' will hear your prayer, 
and cheer your heart by His word. 

But are you as yet a stranger to the hope of 
the Gospel? Then you should look on the 
Bible as the book from which you may get 
a blessing, which you have not yet, but which 
would make you happy indeed. However 
happy as to outward things, no one can be 
truly happy in his heart without a good hope 
in Jesus Christ. Would you have this bless- 
ing ? Seek it in the Word of God ; for there 
it is surely to be found. You may have no 
taste for the Bible at present ; yet read it 
nevertheless. The man who digs in the earth 
for gold, does it, not because he loves the 
labour, but because he desires the gold. Follow 
his example. Dig in this mine. There is 
treasure hidden here, far better than gold ; 
even 'the unsearchable riches of Christ.'* 
Come and seek them, not once or twice only, 
but every day. Search till you find, and then 
search on for more. Begin at once to read 
your Bible, and persevere in it. It will seem 

* Eph. iii, 8. 
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strange to you at first ; and often when the 
usual time comes, you will feel a wish to turn 
to something else instead. Do not give way 
to that feeling. E.ead on with diligence and 
attention, like one looking for something ; 
give your mind to it ; and pray to God to help 
you by His Holy Spirit. You will not read in 
vain. You will find what you seek. ' Through 
patience, and comfort of the Scriptures,' you 
will have hope ; you will find Him ' of whom 
Moses in the law and the prophets did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth;'* you will learn to know 
and to love Him, as your Saviour ; and soon 
the reading of the Bible will be no longer 
a burden to you, but a delightful work, as 
it was to him who said, * Thy testimonies are 
my delight and my counsellors.' ■(• 

* John, i. 45. t Ps. cxix. 24. 



SERMON IV. 



FOR CHRISTMAS DAY. 



Luke, ii. 11. — * For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.' 

Prophets and angels are both God's messen- 
gers, and therefore what they say must agree. 
Prophets were generally sent long before the 
thing was to happen ; angels more often at the 
very time, or only shortly before. 

Seven hundred years before these words were 
spoken by the angel, the prophet Isaiah had 
written thus, * For imto us a Child is bom, 
unto us a Son is given ;' * and now the angel 
says, * Unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.' 
It was the same event, and the same person. 
The child born that day in the city of David, 

* Isa. ix. 6. 
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was the very cliild foretold by Isaiah. The 
angel and the prophet, though so many years 
apart, came on the same errand. 

The text therefore shows us that the prophecy 
of Isaiah is 2^ fulfilled prophecy. There is much 
fulfilled prophecy in Scripture ; and much hope 
and comfort does it bring us. For every pro- 
phecy fulfilled, is a pledge that all the rest will 
be fulfilled too. This child, promised so long 
before, was bom at the appointed time. In like 
manner shall every word of God, in due time, be 
made good. There is not a blessing promised, 
that shall not be given. 

In dwelling on this text, it will be interesting 
to compare with it the passage from Isaiah ; the 
prophecy, with the tidings or news. \ 

1. In the prophecy, many titles were given 
to the child that was to be bom, 'And His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace.' * In the angel's message, but one title 
is given, *a Saviour.' But that one title expresses 
even more clearly than all the rest, what Christ 
came to be to us, and to do for us. The name 
'Saviour,' though but one word, speaks volumes; 

* Isa. ix. 6. 
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it is just the name to suit our case, and to com- 
fort our hearts. The prophetic titles might have 
raised our expectations high ; we might have 
looked for great blessings from the coming of 
' the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace ; ' but this Gospel title shows 
us clearly, in what character, and with what 
object. He came. ' A Saviour * means. One who 
saves; the Mighty God, when He took our 
nature upon Him and came in the likeness of 
men, came to save, * The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.'* 

2. In the prophecy there is a tone of joy. 
We should judge from the words, that the thing 
spoken of was a good and happy thing. But 
this is much more plainly declared in the mes- 
sage : * Behold ! ' said the angel, ' I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people/ It was no common or indifferent mes- 
sage, but good news ; and such news as should 
cause 'great joy;' and that, not only to those 
few shepherds to whom the angels spoke, but 
Ho all people.* It was the best and greatest 
news that ever was brought, the happiest mes- 
sage that ever man or angel had to deliver. 

* Luke, ziz. 10. 
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The most distant nations would have reason 
to be glad for it, and generations yet unborn 
would bless the day when that great event 
took place, of which the angel came to telL 

3. The prophecy, though true and certain, 
was not clear as to time, and place, and manner. 
There was enough in it to raise the most eager 
expectation ; and accordingly the pious among 
the Jews were, like Simeon and Anna, con- 
tinually ' waiting for the consolation of Israel,'* 
that is, looking and longing for the birth of the 
promised Messiah; the child foretold would 
surely be bom : but when, and where, and 
how, was not revealed. But in the message of 
the angel all was made plain ; time, and place, 
and manner, were fully described ; and a sign 
was given by which the shepherds might find 
the child : ^ For unto you is born this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord : and this shall be a sign unto you ; 
ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.' Now that the 
promised blessing was actually come, there 
was no longer any doubt or imcertainty. The 
infant Saviour was clearly pointed out, that 

• Luke, ii. 26-36. 
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there miglit be no mistake as to His person ; 
and now, many prophecies that had been dark 
before, were made plain by being fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. 

Thus we have compared, in some respects, the 
prophecy with the message. It was happy to 
live in the age of prophecy, and see blessings to 
come, though dim and distant ; but it is happier 
far, to have our lot cast in Gospel times, when 
those very blessings are clearly seen and actually 
enjoyed ; all doubt and darkness gone, and the 
Saviour ours for ever. 

Saviour ! that comforting word, that happy 
name.: especially when joined to the other title, 
* Christ the Lord.' Our Saviour is no other than 
the Christ, the anointed of God, the promised 
Messiah ; Christ the Lord, and therefore 'mighty 
to save.' Every word in this title speaks comfort 
to the humble soul ; showing both the power and 
willingness of Christ to save : * a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.' 

But those other names also are full of com- 
fort ; each has a meaning of its own. I said 
that inany dark prophecies were cleared up, by 
being fulfilled in the person of Christ. This 
applies to the names given to Him in the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah ; we see their meaning now : 
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the word 'Saviour* seems to throw light on 
them all. 

He is called there * Wonderful/ Well may 
He be called so, considered as our Saviour. The 
Son of God became man, took on Him the form 
of a servant, and * humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.** He was wonderful before, in His Al- 
mighty power and glory ; this showed Him to 
be wonderful in grace and love. * While we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'t Un- 
asked, imsought. He gave Himself for our 
transgressions. 

He is also called ' Counsellor ; ' that is,. One 
of great wisdom, an adviser and guide. How 
often was His infinite wisdom shown when 
upon earth ! Even while yet a child, ' all that 
heard Him were astonished at His understand- 
ing and answers. 'J And afterwards, when the 
crafty Pharisees sought to 'entangle Him in 
His talk,' how wisely did He answer them, 
' Render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's ; and imto God the things that are 
God's.* The very same day, the like wisdom 
was shown in His putting the Sadducees to 
silence respecting the resurrection from the 
♦ PhU. ii 8. t Eom. v. 8, ::: Luke, ii. 47. 
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dead ; again, in His answer to the lawyer, who 
asked Him which was the great commandment 
in the law : and yet again, in His question to 
the Pharisees respecting the Christ, * If David 
then call Him Lord, how is He his Son P' We 
are not surprised that the chapter ends thus, 

* And no man was able to answer Him a word ; 
neither durst any man from that day forth ask 
Him any more questions/* But this name 

* Counsellor ' implies more than mere wisdom 
in Him : Christ is the adviser and guide of His 
people. He taught His disciples in person 
when on earth : He now teaches us by His 
Word and by His Spirit. There is no diffi- 
culty, in which we may not find help from 
Him. In every painful duty, in every doubtful 
case, in every time of perplexity and fear, the 

* Counsellor ' is at hand ; His Word is open to 
us, His Spirit is promised. 

The next title given Him is ' The Mighty 
God.^ How full of comfort is the truth, that 
our Saviour is God — * the Mighty God ! ' And 
how great a blessing is it, that this truth is 
so plainly declared ! We may. learn it from 
many other parts of Scripture, but here it is 
plainly stated. 

♦ Matt. xxii. 1&-46. 
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Then He is called ' The Everlasting Father.' 
He is partaker of the Father's nature, one 
with the Father ; and He acts a Father's part 
towards His church. He Himself said, * If ye 
had known me, ye should have known my 
Father also : .... he that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father : '* and again, ' I and my Father 
are One.'"f' 
^ And lastly, He is called * The Prince of 
Peace.' Here, there is no difficulty. There is 
not one of the titles which more clearly belongs 
to Him than this. * He is our peace : ' J He 
made our peace ; the angels sang * Peace on 
Earth' when He was bom, and His parting gift 
to His disciples was peace, ' Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you.'§ All true 
peace of mind comes from * the Prince of Peace.' 
There is no other real peace. * Not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you.' This great truth lies 
at the bottom of all solid peace, ' that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.' || Further, 
wherever the reign of * the Prince of Peace ' 
extends, there war and bloodshed in great 

* John, xiv. 7-9. t lb. x. 80. t Eph. ii. 14. 
§ John, xiv. 27. || 2 Cor. v. 19. 
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measure cease. One of tlie first changes pro- 
duced, when a heathen country receives the 
Gospel, is, that the different tribes are no 
longer constantly at war among * themselves. 
And in any neighbourhood, parish, or house- 
hold, in which true religion begins to flourish, 
there at once peace begins to flourish too ; 
there are fewer bitter feelings and angry 
words, people learn to be kind and loving. 
True, our Lord did say that He came not to 
send peace on earth, but a sword : but why ? 
not because He was not ' the Prince of Peace,' 
but because all men would not receive Him. 
He said (and they are sad words), * From hence- 
forth there shall be five in one house divided, 
three against two, and two against three:'* 
but if all the five were to embrace the Gospel, 
it would not be so ; there would be no division 
then, and that household would become a little 
heaven on earth. The day will come, when the 

* kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign for ever and ever ft and reign, as 

* The Prince of Peace.' Then there shall be 
peace indeed ; ' they shall not hurt nor destroy 

* Luke, xii, 52. + Rev. xi. 16. 
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in all my holy mountain : for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea/* 

This is the birthday which we keep to-day, 
the birthday of our Saviour, the Prince of Peace : 
there is no other reason why Christmas Day 
should be kept at all. Let this be borne in 
mind, or Christmas will not be properly ob- 
served. It is quite right to keep it cheerfully ; 
gloom would be out of place on this day. But 
let the cheerfulness be of the right sort ; not 
idle, senseless, merriment, but sober Christian 
joy. Let the day be enjoyed ; let parents and 
children meet ; let the absent ones come home ; 
let there be a cheerful fireside gathering. But 
let not Christ be forgotten on His birthday. He 
will be no spoiler of your joy. There is no 
Christmas party so happy, as that in which Christ 
is remembered. Let Him be in your thoughts 
throughout the day. Think of Him joyfully, 
gratefully, and lovingly. Do nothing all day 
on which you cannot ask His blessing. Keep 
it, in short, as your Saviour's birthday ought 
to be kept. Happy the household, where 
Christmas is kept thus! Happy the family, 

* Isa. xi. 9, 
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that is joined together by the bonds of Christ- 
ian love; where all love each other, but all 
love Christ most, and welcome Him as chief 
guest. They feel no need of worldly excite- 
ment ; they can be happy without noise, and 
a crowd, and the glare of lights : enough for 
them, that, as on this day. He was bom whom 
kings and prophets longed for, ^ a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord/ 
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PRAYER AND PROSPERITY : 

PART I. 



Dan. vi. 28. — * So this Daniel prospered in the reign of 
Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

There is a prosperity whicli is not to be 
desired ; that of the wicked ; a short-lived 
and uncertain prosperity, built on no sure 
foundation, and bringing no real happiness. 
David alludes to it when he says, *I have 
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay-tree. Yet he passed 
away, and, lo, he was not ; yea, I sought him, 
but he could not be found.' * Such was not 
the prosperity of Daniel. He, like Joseph 
before him, prospered because * the Lord was 
with him : ' t his good fortune, as it would be 

* Ps. xxxyii. 35, 36. t Gen. xxxix. 23. 



44 SERMON V. 

called, flowed, directly from the blessing of 
God. Such prosperity is iiideed to bo desired. 

And why was Daniel blest with this pros- 
perity P How came it, that, under two kings 
in succession, and doubtless amid many changes, 
this Daniel prospered still P 

It might be answered, because he was a good 
man, and a wise and faithful servant. He was 
so indeed ; in this very chapter it is said ex- 
pressly, that he ' was preferred above the pre- 
sidents and princes, because an excellent spirit 
was in him : ' * and even his enemies could find 
no fault in his public doings, 'forasmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there any error or 
fault found in him.' f This may account for 
his favour with two kings ; but we must look 
deeper, to fijid out how it was that no plot 
against him succeeded; that he was brought 
safely through the greatest dangers and diffi- 
culties ; and that, even when the king was 
forced to give him up, he was still preserved. 
The true secret of his prosperity is to be found 
in that one feature in his character, which is 
brought forward more prominently than any 
other — he was a man of prayer; and the man 
of prayer is always blest by God. 

* Dan. vi. 3. + lb. yL 4. 
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"We Will therefore take these two points, and 
consider, 

I. Daniel, a man of prayer : 

II. Daniel prospering. 

I. Daniel was a man of prayer ; and that in 
several particulars. For, 

1. He prayed often; no less than three times 
a day. And will not all who love prayer, pray 
often ? A prayer now and then only, will not 
satisfy one who knows the, value and comfort 
of prayer. Certainly a morning and evening 
prayer daily, will not be thought too much. 
Daniel found time for prayer in the middle of 
the day too. Many would find comfort in a 
midday prayer ; and not the least, those who, 
like Daniel, have important concerns to manage. 
It is a great help and refreshment to retire 
for a few minutes, when it can be done, from 
the midst of business and intercourse with 
others, and hold secret communion with God. 
Some who have much to do with the world, 
are thus preserved from a worldly inind. Thus 
the ruffled spirit is calmed, and difficulties be- 
come less, and the Christian is enabled to go 
about his worldly business in a Christian way. 
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We are not to suppose that even this praying 
three times a day, made up the whole of Daniel's 
prayers. The man of prayer often lifts, np Ms 
heart to God, when not on his knees before 
Him. Doubtless many a silent prayer went 
up from Daniel's heart at other times; for 
prayer was not with him a mere stated duty, a 
task to be got through, a form to be observed — 
but real intercourse with God, the way of ob- 
taining help, strength, comfort, and all else 
that he wanted. 

2. Daniel also prayed regularly. Prayer 
thrice a day was his hahity part of the employ- 
ment of every day. 

The soul cannot prosper without habitual 
private prayer. Nothing can make up for the 
want of this. Public prayer is good, and family 
prayer is good ; let both be diligently observed ; 
but neither can supply the place of private 
prayer. Make it a habit, with which nothing 
must interfere. Even if disinclined for prayer, 
kneel down at the usual time, and if no other 
petition come to your mind, ask for help to 
pray, use the very words of the disciple in the 
Gospel, ' Lord, teach us to pray ! ' * You will 

* Lnke, xi. 1. 
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often find, that what you thus set about as a 
duty, becomes a pleasure. Often will you kneel 
down, feeling dead and cold in heart, as if you 
desired nothing and felt nothing, and rise up 
quickened and comforted. And why ? Simply 
because you prayed, though your prayer was 
feeble ; and God for Christ's sake heard and 
blessed you. I say again then, keep up the 
habit: whether you. have prayed or not at 
other times, when the regular time for prayer 
comes, go down on your knees. 

3. Daniel prayed thus, though a great and 
busy man. With the chief care of the king- 
dom upon him, he yet prayed regularly three 
times a day. 

Some iHen of business excuse themselves 
from praying, on the ground that they have 
so much to do. 'When I have less on my 
hands,' say they, ' I will begin.' But Daniel 
was more busy than most men. The hundred 
and twenty princes, who were set over the 
whole kingdom, gave in their accounts to the 
three presidents, and of these Daniel was first.* 
His time and thoughts must have been fully 
occupied. He was what we should now call a 

* Dan. vi. 1, 2. 
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minister of state. If any one could rightly 
plead business as an excuse for neglecting 
prayer, Daniel might have done so. But there 
are none who might not pray if they would. 
The busiest might find time. It is not time 
that is wanting, but toill. Happy is that 
country, whose statesmen are men of prayer ! 
And happy those merchants and men of busi- 
ness, who make prayer the chief business of 
every day ! They will be no losers, by finding 
time to pray. God will make them to prosper. 
But it is not only the rich who make this 
excuse, — the statesman, the merchant, the 
tradesman : I have heard it from poor as well 
as from rich, and perhaps more often from them 
than from any. And true it is, the labouring 
man does ' rise up early, and late' take rest, 
and eat the bread of carefulness.' * In winter 
especially, he is ofi* to his work before light, 
and not at home again till dark ; and then he 
is tired and sleepy. What time has he to 
pray ? Time enough, if he would use it. 
Here, again, it is not time that is wanting. 
Let that man once learn the blessing and 
comfort of prayer, and he will find time to 
pray. I knew a man once, — a labouring man, 

* Ps. czxyii 3. 
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and clerk of the parish, — ^who would never go 
to his work without prayer. Summer or winter, 
b'ght or dark, he would have his chapter and 
his prayer, before ever he would leave his 
house. A good Christian man he was ; meek, 
humble, and consistent ; with the good word of 
all in the parish. As for his wife, she thought 
there was no one like him, and she was not far 
wrong. Often used she to tell me, in her own 
simple way, of her husband's love for his Bible 
and for prayer. ' If he has to be at his work 
at six,' she would say, * he will be at his Bible 
and his prayers by five : if he is wanted earlier, 
why then he's up earlier — that's all; but he 
mtisi have his prayer before he goes.' I have 
often thought of that good man since, as a 
pattern for rich and for poor. 

4. Daniel prayed, even when a great hindrance 
arose, and his very life was in danger for it. 
His enemies had got the king to make a law, 
that if any one should ask a petition for thirty 
days of any God or man, except of the king 
himself, he should be cast into the den of lions. 
This was meant against ^Daniel, and Daniel 
knew it. What will he do now? Will he 
break his habit ? Will he go without prayer 

E 
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for thirty days P No indeed. * Now when 
Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house ; and his windows being 
open in his chamber towards Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime/* As he did aforetime, — ^just 
as he used to do when no danger was near. 
Here was no temporizing, no giving way * for 
once.' The greater the danger, the more need 
for prayer ; the more there were against him, 
the more necessary to ask God to be on his 
side. He would not even hide, when he 
prayed. He was not ashamed or afraid. Three 
times a day he kneeled down, * with his window 
open ' as usual, so that all might know. 

Alas ! the smallest hindrance is enough to 
keep some from prayer ; the mere fear of oppo- 
sition, or of being laughed at, will lead some 
to break through their habit * for once ;' it is 
well, if it be only for once. But it sometimes 
turns out that, when a young man has once or 
twice gone to bed without prayer, for fear of 
what his room-fellow might think, the habit 
gets weaker and the fear gets stronger, till at 
length the broken habit comes to be a habit no 

♦ Dan. vi. 10. 
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more, and prayer is given up altogether. And 
even if not, how sad that any should even once 
be kept from prayer by the fear of laughter ! 
Here was a man, who dared to face the wrath 
of a king, and the deadly malice of his enemies, 
and the den of lions, rather than not pray. With 
such an example, will any be kept from prayer 
by a laugh or a sneer ? Perhaps the sneer 
may not come after all ; often respect is felt, 
where ridicule was expected. And even if it 
do come, there is nothing to mind in it; the 
foolish person, and the person, really to be 
ashamed, is not he who prays, but he who 
laughs. Never be afraid of doing right ; 
never be ashamed of Christ. We read of some 
who rejoiced, ' that they were coimted worthy 
to suffer shame ' for the name of Jesus.* And 
we must not forget the solenm words of our 
Lord, * Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words ... of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory 
of His Father, with the holy angels.' •(• 

5. Lastly, Daniel was a man of prayer, 
because he praised as well as prayed. We may 
be sure this was his constant habit, for even 

* Acts, V. 41. + Mark, viii. 38. 
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in that time of danger, we find him giving 
thanks before his God, as well as praying to 
Him. It may seem to some to have been a 
strange time for giving thanks. If he would 
not be without prayer in that time of need and 
danger, at least he might have pat off praising 
till happier days came. Not so felt Daniel. 
He found much to give thanks for even 
then. He had praised * aforetime,' when all 
seemed to go well with him, tracing every 
good thing he enjoyed to the hand of God: 
and now, in the time of adversity, ho gave 
thanks still. Was it not the same gracious 
God, who was still ordering all his concerns ? 
Could even that rash decree have been made 
without God's permission P And, dark as the 
prospect seemed, might it not have been worse ? 
Doubtless, even then, Daniel coiJd see many 
proofs of God's mercy and favour ; and for 
these he would give thanks. 

And so it always is. The man of prayer is 
a man of praise too. He whose heart is con- 
tinually lifted up to God, can see mercy, where 
others can see nothing but misfortune. Thanks- 
giving forms part of all true prayer, or rather 
goes with it. God looks for it from us. It is 
His just due ; an honour that He is pleased to 
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accept from iis ; * Whoso ofPereth praise, glori- 
fieth me/ * Alas! how many there are, who 
do pray in some sort, but seldom or never 
praise! But can we expect to receive fresh 
mercies, when we are blind to those we have 
received already ? Is prayer from a thankless 
heart, such prayer as God will hear ? Cultivate 
a thankful spirit. Join praise to prayer. Think 
over your blessings. Even in the time of 
greatest need, mark the tokens of God's good- 
ness, and give Him thanks. Praise lightens 
trouble, and relieves anxiety : and, even before 
the words of petition begin, the words of praise 
are heard, and are returned in blessing. 

In these various points then, was Daniel a 
man of prayer : he prayed often ; he prayed 
regularly ; he prayed, though a great and busy 
man ; he would not let even danger stop him ; 
and he joined praise to prayer. Let us learn 
from his example. Are any yet without the 
habit of prayer P Are any living in the con- 
stant enjoyment of God's mercies ; fed, clothed, 
preserved, and blest, from day to day ; depen- 
dent on God for everything ; and yet living 
without either prayer or praise ? Ah ! let not 
the throne of grace be a thing unknown to you 

* Ps. L. 23. 
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any longer I You know not what you lose, 
while you neglect prayer. The way is open ; 
we have a Mediator and Intercessor there, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. Through Him the 
weakest prayer will be heard, and even the 
silent, but prayerful, wishes of the heart 
regarded. Live no longer without prayer, — 
and thus without God, without Christ. Let 
each day henceforth find you, like Daniel, on 
your knees praying and giving thanks. 
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PRATER AND PROSPERITY : 
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Dan. vi. 28. — * So this Daniel prospered in the reign of 
Darius, and in the reign of Cjrus the Persian.* 

We have already considered Daniel as a man 
of prayer. Now we have to consider him, 

II. As a prosperous man. 

ffis prosperity, as was before said, was not 
of that short-lived and uncertain kind, which 
the wicked are sometimes allowed to enjoy; 
but a real prosperity, given him by God. He 
prospered because God blest him. * The Lord 
was with him; and that which he did, the 
Lord made it to prosper.' * 

* Gen. xxziz. 23. 
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But in what did Daniel's prosperity consist P 
And how did it appear that the Lord was with 
him ? 

1. He prospered in the reign of two kings: 
first Tinder Darius, and then under Cyrus. 
Now, faithful as he was, and well-deserving of 
favour, yet this alone would lead us to think 
that his prosperity rested on something better 
than the favour of man ; for it does not often 
happen in Eastern countries that the favourite 
minister of one king is favoured by the next 
also. Yet so it was with Daniel. God gave 
him favour in the eyes of both these kings. 

But is it always so P Do good men always 
prosper at the courts of kings P Is worldly 
success invariably theirs P Not so. Some- 
times it pleases God to try His servants with 
affliction. There are ups and downs in almost 
every life. And it often happens, that if a 
man will remain faithful to God, he must incur 
the displeasure of men. Yet, all the while, 
God is truly blessing and prospering him. 
For, just as, on the one hand, all outward 
prosperity is not to be desired, because it 
does not flow from the favour of God, so, 
on the other, God's favour and blessing are 
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often shown in adversity. God has many 
ways of blessing. Many a trouble is a blessing 
in disguise. The frowns of men, sickness, 
poverty, and sorrow, by no means show that 
God is looking upon us in anger. On the 
contrary, * Whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth.'* If Daniel, under those two kings, 
had been in disgrace instead of favour, he 
might yet have been in favour with God all 
the while. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
found that God's favour and man*s favour do 
not always go together. They must be cast 
into a burning, fiery furnace, for displeasing 
the king ; but even then the Lord was with 
them ; and never so much bef ore."f- Joseph 
also was a prosperous man, but part of his 
prosperity was in a prison. 

Let faith then lay hold of this, — that the 
senrant of God is really prospering, whatever 
his outward circumstances may be, for this 
simple reason, that God's blessing is upon him. 
This, and this alone, makes real prosperity ; 
and this may be enjoyed, when all outward 
things seem against us. 

2. Another remarkable point in the pros- 

* Heb. xii. 6. t Dan. iii. 
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perity of Daniel is, that the two kings under 
whom he prospered were Heathen kings. For 
though king Darius held the God of Daniel in 
high respect, and, after the deliverance from 
the lions' den, even made a decree that aU his 
subjects should tremble and fear before Him 
as * the living God and steadfast for ever,'* 
yet it does not appear that the king really 
changed his religion, and forsook his idols, 
and became a hearty believer in the One true 
God. It is remarkable therefore, that Daniel 
was so highly esteemed and trusted by those who 
did not believe in his religion. The servant 
of God, prospering at a Heathen Court, is a 
singular instance of the truth of that verse in 
the Proverbs, * When a man's ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him.'"f 

The man of prayer lives safe in the midst 
of danger and difficulty ; and a godly life often 
wins the esteem of those who have no true 
religion themselves. If Daniel had acted on 
rules of worldly expediency, and had given up 
or concealed his principles, in order not to 
ofEend the king and his court, he would pro- 
bably soon have lost the favour of man, as he 
* Dan. vi. 26. t Prov. xvi. 7. 
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would certainly have forfeited the blessing of 
God. A bold, honest, and consistent course, 
that turns not aside to the right hand or to 
the left, is the wisest as well as the best. Even 
opposers respect such a course. And he who 
is seen to be faithful to his God, is judged 
likely to be faithful to man also. 

Let those who are exposed to temptation, 
and especially the young, remember the case 
of Daniel. It is a hard trial for a young man 
who has been religiously brought up, to live 
among ungodly or careless companions. Often 
is he tempted to do as they do, for fear of being 
thought singular ; to give up a point, which he 
persuades himself is of small importance; at 
least to conceal his opinions, so that it may not 
be known that there is any difference between 
them and him. Let none do so. It is a great 
mistake. It is not right, and it is not wise. It 
is going out of the straight course, and turning 
into a by-path. Be bold and faithful. Be not 
ashamed of your principles. Even if you must 
stand alone, be it so. You will not be alone 
really, because your Father will be with you. 
Confess Christ before men, and He will not 
forsake you. Even they who laugh and sneer 
will feel a secret esteem for you, which they 
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would never have felt if you had yielded. Your 
strength lies where Daniel's lay, in secret prayer. 
Seek help in your closet, before you go forth to 
the duties and trials of the day. Open all your 
fears, your weakness, your need, your tempta- 
tions, to your Father in Heaven ; ask for His 
guidance, grace, and blessing; trust in His 
word and promise ; and then, go forth and fear 
not. He will enable you to be faithful. He 
will give you courage, wisdom, and firm- 
ness. He will cause even your opposers to 
respect you, and perhaps make you the happy 
means of leading them by your example into 
the right way. 

3. Next we see the prosperity of Daniel in 
this, that, even when brought into great straits, 
and seemingly given up to the wiir of his 
enemies, he was delivered. The king's rash 
decree was executed. He was cast into the 
den of lions. But even there God's protecting 
care did not forsake him. A miracle was 
wrought to save him ; God shut the mouths of 
the lions. * So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon 
him, because he believed in his God.' * Thus 

♦ Dan. vi. 23. 
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Daniel's prosperity, like that of Joseph, was 
shown in various ways ; as much in the den of 
lions, as in the king's court. 

We do not live in an age of miracles. Yet 
nothing is too hard for the Lord ; and He does 
still deliver His servants in other ways. ' All 
things,' we are told, 'work together for good 
to them that love God.' * No real evil then 
can befall such. What seems evil, God will 
turn into good. And when they are brought 
into the deepest distress, God can and will work 
deliverance. This is too much forgotten, even 
by men of prayer. We are too ready to despond, 
when things seem against us ; not remembering 
that those very things are entirely under God's 
control, without whom not a sparrow falleth 
to the ground. *Fear ye not therefore,' 
said our Lord, 'ye are of more value than 
many sparrows.' t ' We may be sure that 
many prayers went up that night from the 
lions' den. Let our deep distress only make 
our prayers the more earnest. Never let us 
think that God has forsaken us. He who shut 
the lions' mouths will find a way to deliver, 
even when deliverance seems hopeless. 

♦ Bom. viu. 28. + Matt. x. 31. 
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4. But Daniers prosperity was not merely 
outward. God's blessing was shown in more 
tlian court-favour, or even deKverance from 
death. Few, if any, have been more highly- 
blest with spiritual knowledge than Daniel. To 
him it was given to foretell things to come, to 
speak beforehand of the coming and kingdom 
of Christ, and to utter prophecies, the fall 
meaning of which is still among those secret 
things which belong unto the Lord our God. 
And who can doubt that much of this spiritual 
light was given in answer to prayer? The 
promise, ' Ask, and ye shall receive,' applies to 
every kind of blessing. And none are so likely 
to have a large measure of light and knowledge 
as those who are much in prayer. 

Let us apply this to ourselves. We do 
not now look for the spirit of prophecy. 
Prophecies and miracles alike have been with- 
drawn. But the ordinary gifts of the Holy 
Spirit we do stand in need of continually. To 
know more of the truth of God, to have a 
clearer insight into His gracious dealings, to 
read the Bible with a fuller understanding of 
its meaning — these are spiritual gifts which 
God will give in answer to prayer. ' Grow in 
grace,* says the Apostle Peter, 'and in the 
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knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.' * But how can we grow, unless it be 
given us from above P The sure way to spi- 
ritual growth is to be much in prayer for the 
Holy Spirit. 

5. Lastly, Daniel had a blessing, an inward 
prosperity, without which all outward prosperity 
would have failed to make him happy, — the 
peace of God. It is not expressly said that he 
had this blessing, but we read it in his life. 
How calm he was in danger ! How fearless, 
when death itself seemed to threaten him ! 
The favour of kings did not make him proud, 
the malice of his enemies could not make him 
afraid. He was the same man in prosperity 
and in adversity. The secret of this was — that 
he had peace within. We trace it in his actions, 
we hear it in his words. He was more at his ease 
that night in the den of Konsj than the king 
was on his bed of state. And in the morning 
it was the king and not Daniel, who showed a 
mind disturbed. The king, after a sleepless 
night, rose very early in the morning, and 
went in haste to the door, and * cried with a 
lamentable voice to Daniel, .... Daniel, 

♦ 2 Pet iii. 18. 



64 SERMON VI. 

servant of the living God, is thy God, whom 
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions P' How calm was the reply 
that came up from the depths of the den ! * O 
king, live for ever ! My God hath sent His 
angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that 
they have not hurt me : forasmuch as before 
Him innocency was found in me ; and also be- 
fore thee, king, have I done no hurt/* 

There is a promise (for as a promise it may 
be taken) which was fulfilled to Daniel, * The 
Lord will bless His people with peace.'t That 
promise will be fulfilled to every man of prayer, 
to all who seek God in truth. This peace is not 
that false and hollow peace which the world 
gives, resting on no sure foundation, and there- 
fore easily disturbed; but the peace of God 
which passeth all imderstanding.'J All the 
saints of the Old Testament had it, but yet more 
is said of it in the New Testament than in the 
Old. In many different places it is called by 
that name, ' the peace of God.' But the most 
remarkable mention of it is that by our Lord 
Himself, when He was just about to leave His 
disciples : ' Peace I leave with you. My peace I 
give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I 

• Dan. vi. 20-22. + Ps. xxix. 11. J Phil. iv. 7. 
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unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.'* Those very words 
explain what this peace is : it means a heart 
untroubled, and free from fear ; and made so by 
Christ Himself. Peaceful, not because it is 
careless and thoughtless, but because it is recon- 
ciled to God in Jesus Christ ; and because God 
therefore is now looked to, and trusted in, and 
loved, as a Father. Do you desire this peace P 
Would you, like Daniel, be calm in danger, 
imidisturbed by prosperity P Or, in our Lord's 
words, would you have a heart untroubled, and 
not afraid? Seek it by prayer. There is no- 
thing like prayer for bringing peace. The man 
of prayer generally has peace ; and even when 
trouble comes to such a man, and doubts and 
fears begin to rise, prayer will bring comfort 
and peace again. Of all parts of prosperity, 
desire this most : to be pardoned and reconciled 
through the blood of Christ, and then to live 
in the constant enjoyment of * the peace of 
God.' 

Thus we have seen Daniel, as a man of 
prayer, and as a prosperous man, and both in 
several respects ; and I have tried to show a 
connexion between the two, — that he prospered 

* John, xiv. 27. 



66 SERMON VI. 

because he prayed. ' Go thou and do likewise.' 
The God of Daniel is clearly revealed to us in 
Christ Jesus : seek Him for your God. You 
cannot prosper in sin, or without Christ : but 
in Him, blessings without number are to be 
had by those who are instant in prayer ; pardon 
for the past, grace for the future, strength for 
all coming temptation. Nay, the Apostle sums 
up the believer's prosperity in these remarkable 
words, ' All things are yours ; whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come ; all 
things are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God's.'* Yes ! all things are yours, — 
and all 'without money and without price ;'t 
all to be had for the asking; all given 
freely in answer to prayer. 'Pray without 
ceasing ! ' { 

♦ 1 Cor. ul 21-23. t laa. Iv. 1. ± 1 Thess. v. 17. 
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JESUS DOING ALL THINGS WELL. 



Mabk, yii. 37. — * And were beyond measnre astonished, 
saying, He hath done all things well ; He maketh both thef 
deaf to hear, and the dnmb to speak.' 

Well might they be astonished. Here was a 
poor afflicted creature, a man both deaf and 
partly dumb, brought to Jesus and cured in a 
moment. A touch, a sigh, an upward look, a 
single word, — ' and straightway his ears were 
opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, 
and he spake plain.' All who saw it wondered 
and admired. . * He hath done all things well,' 
they said. "Well, because completely : this was 
no mere amendment, no half cure ; the man 
could now speak and hear like other men. And 
well also, because it was so merciful a work : 
not a mere wonder, but a work of love, giving 
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comfort and happiness to a sufferer. Jesus told 
them to tell no man of it ; but they were so 
struck with amazement, that they could not 
keep what they had seen to themselves, * but 
the more He charged them, so much the more 
a great deal they published it,' speaking of it 
wherever they went, and spreading the good 
news far and wide. 

Whether these people meant this miracle 
only, when they said, * He hath done |dl things 
well,' or whether they knew of others of the 
same sort, we cannot tell. But certain it is, that 
these words of theirs do exactly describe the 
whole course of our Saviour, 'He hath done 
all things well.' His life was spent in such 
woi^ as these. He went about doing good. 
Probably not a day passed, in which He did not 
restore some to pea<;e and comfort. "We are not 
to think that all His works are mentioned in 
the Gospels. St. John himself says, ' And there 
are also many other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written.'* 
This work therefore of curing the deaf and 
dumb, and all other works of mercy that are 

* John, zxi. 25. 
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recorded, are but samples of the whole, a few 
cases out of many, regarding all of which it 
might be said, ' He hath done all things well.' 
I mentioned just now two senses of this 
word *welL' Let us look at them again, as 
applicable to His works in general. * He hath 
done all things well,' that is, both perfectly and 
kindly, 

1. Jesus did all His works perfectly. He 
never tried to do a thing and failed. Men, 
even the wisest and ablest, often fail. For in- 
stance, in sickness, how often is the best advice 
had, and all to no purpose. Fresh doctors are 
sent for, new medicines tried, neither pains nor 
money spared ; and still no cure ; at best per- 
haps a little relief from pain, or a short lengthen- 
ing out of the sick man's days. I am not 
undervaluing human skill and means. Often 
they do much good. But certainly they often 
fail. Not only sick people, but sufferers of the 
same sort as the man in the text, are witnesses 
of that. How many deaf people are deaf still, 
though all has been done for them that could 
be done. How many blind are still without 
sight, though no possible means have been left 

* Mark, v. 25-29. 
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untried ! The deaf, the* blind, the lame, still 
found among us, are so many living proofs, of 
the vast difference between the Divine power 
of Christ, and that limited power which is 
bestowed upon man. The woman with an issue 
of blood, * had suJBfered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and 
was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse ; ' 
yet no sooner did she, in faith, touch the 
garment of Jesus, than she was healed of her 
plague.* All that He did. He did perfectly. 
Where man failed, Jesus succeeded. Where 
human help could do nothing, it wanted but 
a touch or a word from Him, and all was 
done, — there was a perfect cure, a full 
relief. 

2. But all His works were done kindly also, 
and therefore well. Men sometimes delight to 
do great actions, in order to be praised or 
admired. Nay, some, to win a name, will even 
take p'ains to do evil. But all the works of 
Jesus were works of love. All His wonders 
were to do good. This cannot be better ex- 
pressed than in the very words of the text, 
*He hath done all things well; He maketh 

* Mark, v. 25-29. 
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both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.' 
Wherever He went, men were the better for 
His coining. Numbers were made happy by 
Him. Not only the sufferers themselves, but 
their friends too. Probably there was not one 
of His gracious works that did not bring glad- 
ness to more hearts than one. Fathers, sisters, 
masters, friends, were made happy by what He 
did to those dear to them. The more we read 
and think of His works on earth, the more 
heartily shall we saj'" with them of old, * He 
hath done all things welV 

But they who said so, did not know all He 
was to do. They saw Him cure the deaf ; and 
they knew perhaps that His whole life was 
spent in such works : but there was one thing 
He was to do at last, better than all, more 
wonderful and more kind ; He was to die. He 
did all things weU ; but would you see Him 
doing His best. His greatest. His kindest 
work P See Him on the Cross ! Look at His 
hands and His feet pierced with the nails ; see 
the marks of suffering in His face ; hear what 
He says ! Why does the Son of God hang 
there P Why does He let cruel men treat 
Him so? It is for uh. There He is doing 
all well indeed, — a work of love, a complete 
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and perfect work. He is undoing the evil 
that Satan did, paying man's debt, saving 
sinners, reconciling transgressors to God, and 
making thousands happy for ever. If they 
who saw the deaf man cured, could have seen 
and understood this, they would have wondered 
and admired yet more than they did. 

I called that His last work. But it was so 
in one sense only. For — ^not to speak of His 
great work of rising from the dead, and then 
ascending into heaven, — He still works, and 
still does all things well ; both kindly and 
completely. He is our Saviour still, our 
Mediator and Intercessor, our Friend and 
Helper, carrying on still a gracious work on 
our behalf; and the very words of the text 
about the deaf and the dumb may still be 
applied to what He does for us. 

Is there a minister faithfully and powerfully 
preaching the Gospel ? It is the Lord Jesus 
who, by His Spirit., opens his mouth and gives 
him power. His gifts and graces all come 
from above. But for this, he would be to all 
intents and purposes dumby unable to say any- 
thing that should touch the conscience or reach 
the heart. First, his own heart has been 
wrought upon by divine grace, and now that 
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same grace opens his mouth to preach to 
others. 

Is there one,— whether minister or private 
Christian, — who goes about doing good to 
souls, comforting those in sorrow, cheering 
the depressed, exhorting wanderers, reconciling 
foes; speaking words of Christian kindness, 
sympathy, and love, at home and abroad ? 
That happy art was learnt from above. He 
who made the dumb to speak plainly, taught 
that Christian also to speak persuasive words. 
The fervent spirit, and the earnest and loving 
speech, are both His gift. 

Again, — is there a man, who long turned a 
deaf ear to the voice of God, but has now 
heard and obeyed, — ^has had his mind awakened 
to the great concern, and begun to seek salva- 
tion ? This too is the work of Him who 
*maketh both the deaf to hear and the dumb 
to speak.' The Holy Spirit, promised by our 
Lord when He went away, has wrought this 
change. No other power could have made 
that deaf one to hear, and softened that hard 
heart, and brought that careless one to think 
and pray. This is His doing, who doeth all 
things well. 

Day by day the gracious Saviour does His 
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works of mercy. Not now in person or by 
miracles, yet as constantly and as lovingly as 
when He went about on earth doing good. In 
body and in soul, we are still His care. True, 
we do not see such sights as made the people 
iu the text * beyond measure astonished,' — the 
deaf and the dumb cured by a word or a touch. 
Yet even now the same healing power is not 
withheld. Else, why pray to God, when those 
we love are sick? Often, when the doctor's 
skill is praised, or a sound constitution gets 
the credit of a recovery, it is forgotten that 
these are but means and instruments ; and 
that it is the great First Cause Himself, who 
has really healed the sick. And so, when by 
means of preachers or friends, gifted with 
those persuasive words I spoke of, any heart 
has been changed, or soothed, or cheered, the 
work is not theirs, but God's; they are but 
instruments in His hand, the power is His 
alone. Often indeed, as if to show that He 
needs them not. He works without human 
instruments at all. When the heart feels 
softened and humbled, we know not how; 
when serious thoughts and the spirit of prayer 
arise, we cannot tell whence ; when some word 
of Scripture speaks with power to the heart. 
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though often lightly passed over before ; this 
is the work of the Spirit of Christ, doing all 
things well. 

There are other dealings of His, which faith 
sees to be good, though they do not seem so to 
the eye of sense. I mean the afflictions which 
He sends. If you have had trouble, if those 
dear to you have been taken away, if losses 
and disappointments have fallen to your lot, — 
remember, these things did not come by chance; 
they came from God ; they formed part of His 
doings, who doeth all things well. Yes, all 
things well ; the afflicting as well as the 
blessing, the taking away as well as the 
giving. Even now, can you see no good that 
has come by sorrow, — inward good, by outward 
or seeming evil ? Is it not well, if you love 
the world less and Christ more, if your will is 
more conformed to the will of God, if the work 
of sanctification has been advanced in you? 
Is it not good for you that you have been 
afflicted ? Perhaps, through grace, you see 
this in a measure already. You will see it 
more clearly hereafter. At least, believe that 
* God is love ; ' that Jesus doeth all things 
well, kindly, as well as wisely and com- 
pletely ; and pray, not so much that you 
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may be without affliction, as that sorrow and 
suffering may be more and more sanctified 
to your soul, and draw you closer to God in 
Christ. 

One word more. Those men in the text for 
aught we know, were mere lookers-on. They 
wondered, and talked, and that was all : we do 
not read that they became disciples. They saw 
others getting good from Jesus, but we do not 
find them coming to seek good for themselves. 
It must not be so with us. We must be more 
than bystanders, looking on and wondering. 
For we are the very persons in need ; we our- 
selves are the blind, and deaf, and sick, and 
lame, in need of the healing power of Christ : 
our souk require Him. Oh, let us see our 
need, and come to Him, and cleave to Him ! 
He will do all things well for us. Unworthy 
as we are, yet for the sake of that great work 
of His in dying for us, and because He still 
lives to plead for us, we shall be accepted and 
welcomed. Our sins will all be forgiven for 
His sake ; we shall be saved to the uttermost. 
All things throughout our earthly course shall 
be ordered for us wisely and well. And at 
length we shall be taken home, to be where 
He is for ever. Then we shall see face to 
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face, and know even as also we are known ; * 
then things that now seem dark will be cleared 
up ; then unbelief and despondency will have 
no place in us any more. We shall look back, 
and wonder, and admire. Not so much at any 
works of mercy performed on others, as at the 
gracious dealings we ourselves have experienced. 
The sharpest stroke, will then be seen to have 
been dealt by the hand of love ; the most 
painful bereavement will appear in its true 
light as an unspeakable blessing ; wisdom, 
power, and love, will shine forth in all the 
way by which we have been led ; and we shall 
acknowledge with adoring gratitude, that * He 
hath done all things weU.' 

♦ 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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Deut. viii. 2. — * And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what 
was in thine heart, whether thon wonldest keep His com- 
mandments or no.' 

These words, like many other parts of this 
solemn exhortation of Moses, though addressed 
to all the Israelites, are put into the form 
which we commonly ujge in speaking to one 
person, ^ And > thou shalt remember.' Perhaps 
this was done purposely, in order that each 
person might apply the words to himself, and 
lay to heart more practically and personally 
the past dealings of God. It is in this way 
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that this exhortation may be useful to us also. 
Let each hearer or reader consider himself 
addressed personally. 

The words, as they stand, will furnish us 
with several points for consideration. 

1. ' Thou shalt remember.' In these open- 
ing words a general duty is taught ; the duty of 
thoughtful remembrance of the past. We are 
not to lead forgetful lives, treating the past as 
no longer of any importance, and not troubling 
ourselves to think of it any more. Many do 
80. If thoughts of the past cost them un- 
easiness or self-reproach, they wiU do aU they 
can to drive them away : they will do any- 
thing rather than think. This is quite opposed 
to the text. We ought to think ; we ought to 
remember. And the man who will not even 
give them a thought will lose all the benefit 
of God's past dealings. 

2. For these are the thiugs which the text 
bids us remember. The words are, * Thou shalt 
remember all the way which the Lord thy God 
led thee these forty years in the wilderness.' 
Ifow, the forty years of the Israelites in the 
wilderness represent to us the whole course of 
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our life. Theirs was a life of constant change ; 
they went through many difficulties and 
troubles ; often they were weary and dis- 
heartened. Yet they had many mercies, helps, 
and comforts. They were always under God's 
guidance and protection ; when they were in 
want of water, a miracle supplied them ; and 
every day God fed them with manna. And 
such is life with us all, more or less: a life 
of change, and trouble, and difficulty; yet a 
life full of blessings. We, like the Israelites, 
are passing through the wilderness. We have 
all had our troubles, and can all speak of our 
mercies too. At times perhaps, we have been 
brought into great straits ; but God has helped 
us through ; not by a miracle, but in the 
common course of His providence. These 
things are to be remembered. All the way by 
which we have been led ; the rough places, 
and the smooth ; the quiet times, and the 
seasons of trouble ; the blessings, the losses, 
the comforts, the chastisements ; God's deal- 
ings with us, and our behaviour under them ; 
all are to be thought over and borne in mind ; 
' Thou shalt remember all the way.' 

Some have a long course to look back upon ; 
much more than forty years ; and every year 
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full of things to think of. Their youthful 
days are long past and gone, even their middle 
life seems far off, they are now old and grey- 
headed, and perhaps memory in general has 
begun to fail. Yet there are things in their 
past life, which even now seem as fresh as 
ever ; things that happened years ago, and 
yet seem as if they were but of yesterday. 
Some childish joy or grief, some deep sorrow 
of riper years, some sudden stroke, some 
striking deliverance, some happy time when 
all seemed smooth and peaceful, a week of 
mourning between a death and a burial ; such 
things as these live long in the memory. The 
waves of time roll over them, but still they 
remain. Other things, that have happened 
since, are forgotten, but not these. They are 
not forgotten, and they are not meant to be. 
They ought to be remembered and thought of. 
There is not one of them' from which some 
useful lesson may not be learnt. The text 
applies to all persons, but most to the aged. 
They have so much to remember, and so little 
time left. God's dealings with them have been 
so many and so long. They, of all people, 
should remember the way by which they have 
been led. It is sad to see a thoughtless old 

G 
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man; one of whom it might be said, 'Grey 
hairs are here and there upon him, yet he 
knoweth not/* Old as he is, he has not yet 
begun to consider his latter end ; with a long 
life to look back upon, and eternity near at 
hand, he still cares only to amuse himself 
day by day as best he may. How solemnly 
the text speaks to such, ' Thou shalt remem- 
ber all the way which the Lord thy God led 
thee ! ' 

3. These words bring us to another point : 
it is God who has led us. Every journey the 
Israelites took, the way by which they went, 
the places at which they rested, every danger 
and trouble, every help and deliverance, were 
ordered by God ; He was leading them. It is 
just so with its. Our lot in life, whatever 
it is, was fixed by Him. Every circumstance, 
every change, has been of His appointment. 
We may have gone through many troubles, 
and seen many changes ; but, in them all, the 
hand of God has been leading us, as much as 
He led Israel through the wilderness. 

It is a great comfort to those who love God, 
to think this ; to look back on even the most 

* Hos. vii. 9. 
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painful part of their life, and consider that it 
was God who led them that way. He might 
as easily have led them by a smoother path,, 
had He seen fit ; He might have so ordered 
events, as to save them from this heavy loss, 
or spare them that cutting sorrow. But, in 
His wisdom and love. He would not do so. 
He led them by the right way, though that 
way was rough in parts. The thought of this, 
reconciles them to aU the past, they^ would not 
have it otherwise. Enough for them, thatf 
their God and Father led them by the way~ 
He saw best. 

4. The Israelites were told to remember not 
only the way, and who had led them, but also 
why He had led them thus. We too ought to 
bear this in mind. God has an object in aU 
He does. He never lets things happen to us 
by chance, or without a reason and purpose. 
We may not be able to see it, but He always 
has one. 

God's object in leading the Israelites as He 
did was this : ' to humble thee, and to prove 
thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no.' 
Doubtless God is continuaUy dealing with m 
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with the same object, to humble^ and to prove 
or try, us. 

Wef all want humbling. There is by nature 
a root of pride in every one of us. Pride takes 
different shapes in different people ; and in 
some it is greater, in others less ; but all have 
it, in some shape and measure. Naturally we 
are proud, vain, and self-confident. Now, we 
must be humbled, if ever we would be happy ; 
and a great part of God's dealings with us is 
meant to bring down our pride, and make us 
feel our dependence on Him. And so He 
sends us losses and sorrows, often brings our 
plans to nothing, and in various ways makes 
us find out our weakness, and ignorance, and 
sinfulness — ^that we may learn to take a lowly 
view of ourselves, and to trust in Him in all 
things. This is a peculiarly hard lesson with 
some ; for some are naturally prouder and more 
self-confident than others. I remember an aged 
clergyman, who had passed a life more full of 
trouble than most, saying to me with tears, 
when speaking of his sore trials, 'It wanted 
them all, to break down the desperate pride of 
my heart.' It had been a painful work ; but 
even then, though at that very time suffering 
under a heavy affliction in his family, he could 
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see that all had been for good : he had wanted 
humbling, and humbled he had been. 

God's object is also to prove, or try, us. We 
are apt to call our afflictions trtah, without 
bearing in mind what the word trial means. 
Afflictions, as sent by God, are not mere afflic- 
tions, that is, things meant to afflict us, with 
no further object. They are, strictly speaking, 
triak ; things sent on purpose to try us ; to try 
how we will bear affliction, and whether we will 
cleave to God when things seem against us, as 
well as when they seem in our favour. Thus 
it was that Job was tried. In prosperity he 
had served God truly ; it pleased God to give 
him over in part into the hands of Satan, that 
it might be seen whether he would serve God 
in adversity too. Oh, how often does a change 
of circumstances show us even to ourselves in 
a new light ! Till affliction came, or till we 
were vexed, provoked, or spoken against, we 
should not ourselves have known how we 
should feel and behave. But such things as 
these are trials; they are sent or allowed by 
God for that very purpose : it is thus that we 
gain a knowledge of our own hearts, and we 
are both tried and .humbled by the very same 
means. 
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* To know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep His coimnandments, or no.' 
This was the particular object for which the 
Israelites were tried ; and the same applies to 
us. God's dealings try our hearts, the secret 
springs and motives of what we do. We may 
keep right with man, and even bear a religious 
character, while the heart is not right with 
Ood, and our principles and motives are even 
hateful in His sight. His trial of us there- 
fore goes far deeper than our outward life : it 
pierces into our secret thoughts, brings out our 
motives, shows us our hidden feelings, and 
proves what is in our hearts. 

* Whether thou wouldest keep His com- 
mandments or no.' These words show us what 
God looks for frbm us; obedience, fruit, 
service ; an eye to His will in all things ; an 
earnest desire and endeavour to keep His com- 
mandments. Does any one say, this is the 
Law, and not the Gospel? Not so. This is 
Law and Gospel too. If any man make not 
the holy law of God his rule, be sure that man 
has never really embraced the Gospel. Wher- 
ever there is the root of faith, there wiU 
surely be found the fruits of holiness. Let no 
man build on his own works, in whole or in 
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part; but simply on the merits of the Lord 
Jesus. But let a man equally beware of rest- 
ing in the natne of faith. A barren faith is no 
faith : it is but a crying of * Lord, Lord ! ' a 
building on the sand, a house without a founda- 
tion.* The Old Testament, and the New, here 
speak the same thing. La the Old, we find 
God trying man, to see whether he would keep 
His commandments, or no ; in the New, we 
hear of the owner of the vineyard coining to 
seek fruit on his fig-tree, and preparing to cut 
it down when he found none."|* There is some- 
thing wrong in that religion, which does not 
lead us every day to strive, above everything, 
to keep God's commandments. ' Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness.' + 

Thus has God been dealing with us all our 
life long ; in various ways, but with the same, 
or the like, object ; to humble us and to prove 
us. And thus should we bethink ourselves and 
remember. 

And has He found all right with us, — our 
hearts right, our obedience complete ? Has 
there been no fault or shortcoming discovered 
by this trial? Alas! who can say this? 

♦ Luke, Ti. 46-49. t lb. xiii. 7. J Matt. v. 6. 
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Whose memory is so short, but that he can 
call to mind many things done which he 
ought not to have done, and many left undone 
which he ought to have done ? Surely we 
must kll come to this conclusion, ' There is no 
health in us.' 

What then? There is yet hope. God's 
purpose is explained in the text ; but it is 
more fully explained in the 16th verse of this 
chapter ; where the words are, * that He might 
humble thee, and that He might prove thee, 
to do thee good at thy latter end J Yes! all 
God's dealings with us are to do us good in 
the end, if we will rightly use them. Job's 
latter end was more blessed than his be- 
ginning.* David said, * It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted.'"|' And inany of Gods 
servants have had reason to bless God for 
trials, and will have reason through all eter- 
nity. And why P Because, by means of 
trials, they were brought to Christ. Many a 
heart that was careless and worldly throughout 
years of unbroken prosperity, has been brought 
to Christ by means of trouble ; and thus God 
has done good to such in their latter end. 
Even the Law itself is ' our schoolmaster to 

* Job, xlii 12. + Ps. cxix. 71. 
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bring us to Christ ;' * and God's dealings with 
us in general have this gracious object, to lead 
us to One who is mighty to save. 

There is no shortcoming there. We 'are 
complete in Him.' "I" By a true faith in Christ 
Jesus we are pardoned, justified, and accepted ; 
all past sins are blotted out, and grace is assured 
to us for the future. Yet more than this, — if 
it be in our heart, through grace, to trust and 
love and obey, then even our imperfect obe- 
dience is accepted in Christ; and when the 
all-searching eye is upon us, scanning our 
heart and life, though all that is found there 
is defiled with sin, yet the imperfeot obedience, 
the feeble service, the faint spark of love, and 
even the desire of the heart, are not rejected 
or despised. Sprinkled with the blood of 
Jesus, they are graciously regarded ; and we, 
and our poor services, are 'accepted in the 
Beloved.' J 

• Gal. iil 24. t Col. u. 10. J Eph. I 6. 
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John, xix. 37'. — ' And again another Scripture saith, They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced.' 

Many prophecies were fulfilled at the death 
of Christ; among them, the prophecy quoted 
in the text. There is a prophecy somewhat 
like it in the 22nd Psalm, * They pierced my 
hands and my feet.' But the prophecy in the 
text is taken from the prophet Zechariah : the 
whole passage is as follows : ' And I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and 
of supplications ; and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced; and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his first-born.* * 

* Zech. xii. 10. 
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There are two points in the text. 

1. The piercing. 

2. The looking. 

1. The piercing — ' They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced.' 

Who pierced our Lord ? It was a Roman 
soldier, who actually gave the wound; but 
does the text refer to Roman soldiers P 'No : 
the passage from Zechariah shows us plainly 
who are meant ; not Romans, but Jews ; * the 
house of David, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem ;' in other words, the Jewish nation. 
For though it was a Roman who dealt the 
blow, yet the Jews were the cause of. it. 
Roman hands did it, but Jewish hearts and 
voices were in it; those hearts so full of 
malice and hatred, those voices that cried, 
* Away with Him, away with Him, crucify 
Him.' * These were the men who really pierced 
Him, though they neither held the spear, nor 
drove a nail. 

This leads us a step further. There is yet 
another way of piercing Christ, in which more 
than the Jews are concerned. Let us turn to 

* John, xix. 15. 
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the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, and the 5th verse. 
There we read, 'He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our ini- 
quities.' Now, if He was wounded for our 
transgressions, then they were our transgres- 
sions that pierced Him. And this word * our ' 
refers to more than Jews only ; it takes in all for 
whom Christ died, whether Jews or Gentiles ; 
these transgressions are the sins of all. 

When therefore we think of our Saviour's 
sufferings and death ; when we see Him on the 
cross, — ^His hands and feet pierced with nails. 
His side wounded by the spear, — such thoughts 
as these should come to our minds, ' / had a 
hand in that work ; my sins in part brought 
Him there; I am one of those who pierced 
Him!' Yes, it is so indeed. If Christ died 
for all, then all are concerned in piercing Him. 
Every sinner bore his part in that work. It 
was not the nails or the spear that wounded 
Him most, but our sins. ' He was wounded for 
our transgressions.' 

Are there none, who are thus piercing Him 
still P St. Paul says of those who fall away 
from God, that ' they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh.'* And every wilful sinner 

♦ Heb. vi. 6. 
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may be said, in a measure, to do the same. 

Not that our Lord can suffer now. All His 

sufferings were over when ' He bowed His 

head, and gave up the ghost,'* neither mind 

nor body could ever feel another pang ; it was 

finished. But wilful sinners crucify Him afresh, 

by putting Him to an open shame ; they bring 

dishonour upon Him. Just as the hardened 

priests and scribes and elders said, as they 

watched Him hanging on the cross, * He saved 

others, Himself He cannot save,' t so do they 

who sin wilfully, though knowing that He 

died for sinners, do what in them lies to bring 

discredit on His work. They do, as it were, 

mock Him by their sins. The Jews said He 

could not save Himself ; these declare by their 

sins that He does not save them. As far as 

they are concerned, they make the cross of 

Christ 'of none effect.'? It is sad, that even 

Romans and Jews, in their blinded ignorance 

and hardness, should pierce the blessed Son of 

God : but how much more sad is it, that they 

who are called by His name, and profess to 

belong to Him, should crucify Him afresh by 

their sins ! 

* John, xix. 30. + Matt, xxvii 42. 

t 1 Cor. i. 17. 
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2. The text speaks of a looking, as well as 
of a piercing, * They shall look on Him whom 
they pierced/ 

There were many lookers-on when He was 
pierced People of various kinds ; many who 
hated, and some who loved Him ; Homan sol- 
diers, Jewish priests and people, the disciples, 
the faithful women who had followed Him 
from Galilee, and His own mother. 

But these are not the persons meant : at 
least, this is not the looking here spoken of. 
The piercing and the looking do not take place 
together ; * they shall look on Him whom they 
pierced.' 

It may be that the prophecy of Zechariah 
refers to the second coming of Christ, described 
in the first chapter of the Book of Bevelation, 
* Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him.' The prophet may have meant to describe 
the feelings with which the penitent among 
the Jews will regard Him, when He shall 
appear again in person. But certainly we may 
also take him to mean — the looking of the mind 
to Christ, the turning of the contrite heart to 
Him, before His personal appearance. And, 
in this sense, we may apply the words to all 
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penitent sinners, and not to Jews only. All, 
in every age, who are brought to know and 
feel that they have pierced Jesus by their sins, 
will turn their thoughts to Him in sorrow and 
humiliation. The feelings with which they 
will look are strikingly expressed in the pro- 
phecy, ' They shall look upon Him whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for Him as one that is in bitterness 
for his first-born.' 

The sorrow here described is of no common 
kind; it is likened to the tender grief of a 
parent, mourning for his first-bom or only 
child. Now, in that mourning, there is love 
as well as grief. "Were it a stranger that was 
gone, the parent's feelings would be far dif- 
ferent. It is love, that makes his sorrow so 
deep. So, when the contrite heart looks to 
Christ on the cross, there is love as well as grief 
in the look. Deep sorrow is felt for His suffer- 
ings, and for the sins that caused them ; but, 
mixed with that sorrow, is love to Him who 
willingly endured all for the sake of sinners, 
and that peculiar tenderness which we feel 
when those whom we love suffer. 

Such appears to be the meaning, Or one 
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meaning at least, of the prophet's words, as 
quoted in the text, * They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced.' Every person, when 
hrought to a true sense of sin, shall look with 
love and sorrow on that blessed Saviour, who 
was 'wounded for our transgressions.' 

No words could better describe what should 
be our feelings on Good Friday. On this day, 
above all others, our thoughts are directed to 
our crucified Saviour. All hearts are turned 
towards Him ; we look on Him in His suffer- 
ings and death; every particular is brought 
before us in the services of the day ; again the 
sad story is read in our ears ; our dying Lord 
is the subject of the day. With what mind 
should we thus look on HimP How should 
we think and feel on this day ? Surely, sorrow 
and love should be in our hearts ; deep, tender, 
self-abasing sorrow : yet not a gloomy, hope- 
less grief, like the sorrow of the world, for our 
redemption is linked with His sufferings, our 
life with His death. "We mourn for the stripes 
He bore, we are cut to the heart to think that 
it was for our sins He bore them ; but we love 
Him, because He so loved us ; we love Him, 
because He thus gave His back to the smiter, 
and poured out His soul unto death ; and even 
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on ttis day of sorrow, comfort and hope spring 
up in our hearts, from the thought that 'by 
His stripes we are healed' If He was ' wounded 
for our transgressions/ then we may go free ; 
if 'the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Hinif * then the punishment is taken off from 
us for ever. Divine justice will exact no 
second penalty. The great sacrifice has been 
made and accepted. And now the happy news 
to every sinner is, ' Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' f 

Alas! how many who bear the name of 
Christian have no feeling of sorrow, of love, 
or of hope, even on this solemn day ! Christ 
is nothing to them. His sufferings. His death. 
His love, raise no feeling in their hearts. They 
may not be hard-hearted on other subjects. 
Tidings of injustice and oppression will make 
them indignant, they will feel natural pity for 
the suiferings of a fellow-creature, and a tale 
of sorrow may even draw tears from their eyes ; 
but for the blessed Son of God, dying on the 
cross for sinners — ^for them, if they would be- 
lieve it — they have no pity, no sorrow, no love. 
What wonder then, that Good Friday is to 
such a mere holiday, an idle day, a day of 

* Isa. liii. 5. t Acts, xvi. 31. 

H 
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pleasure P Pleasure ! alas, it was no pleasure- 
day to Him. Oh, on this day, when steamboats 
are crowded, and trains are full, and numbers 
go from morning till night without one thought 
of Christ, or one look towards Him whom they 
have pierced, with what solemn force do those 
words of expostulation seem to apply, 'Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? Behold, 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce 
anger.' * 

Whence comes this unconcern ? And what 
is it which such persons need to make them 
care for their sins and their Saviour ? The 
very thing mentioned in the prophecy of 
Zechariah, * the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tions.' Not till this spirit should be poured 
upon them would the House of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem look upon Him whom 
they had pierced, and mourn; and, in like 
manner, every sinner is careless and impenitent, 
till softened and subdued by the grace of God. 
None, by nature, mourn for sin, or love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There must be a change 
wrought in the heart by grace : the sense of 

* Lament, i. 12.- 
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sin must be given from above ; and tbe sinner 
must leam, by the Spirit's teaching, to pray in 
trutb, and to look in faitb to Christ. 

Do any, to whom these words come, feel cold 
in heart this day, though really desiring to 
have Christ in their thoughts? Let them 
earnestly ask for 'the Spirit of grace and of 
supplications.* That is a prayer which will 
never be made in vain. The promise will be 
fulfilled to them. The Spirit will be poured 
out from on high. New light, and life, and 
warmth, will be given. And this solemn day 
will become to them a day of earnest prayer, 
of deep humiliation, of lively faith and love. 
Thus it will be * Good Friday ' indeed ; a day 
of blessing, although a day of sorrow. 
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1 Pet. ii. 21-24. — ' For even |bereunto were ye called : 
because Christ also suffered for ns, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow His steps : who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth : who, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when He suffered. He threatened not ; 
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously : 
who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness : 
by whose stripes ye were healed.' 

Two things are here taught us about our Lord 
Jesus Christ in His sufferings and death : 

1. That He is our Saviour ; and 

2. That He is our example. 

Both are points of the greatest importance, 
both main truths in religion ; and both are very 
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plain and simple : it wants no learning to 
nnderstand them. But it is one thing to 
understand, and another to feel. May God 
the Holy Spirit give us the feeling heart, as 
well as the hearing ear and the understanding 
mind! 

1. Jesus Christ is our Saviour. He suffered 
for us ; He bare our sins in His own body on 
the tree ; by His stripes we were healed. 

This is the first great truth of Christ's re- 
ligion. All the rest hangs upon this. If this 
doctrine could by any means be taken away, 
the whole would fall. St. Paul said to the 
Corinthians, 'Other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.' * 
And in the chapter before he goes even further, 
when he says, ' For I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified.' f Not that he would confine 
himself to that one doctrine (he wrote on many 
others, and doubtless spoke also), but he was 
determined that all his teaching should agree 
with this great truth, and be based upon it. 
Every doctrine should have a savour, or taste, 
of Christ crucified. Again and again he would 

* 1 Cor. iii. 11. + 1 Cor. ii. 2. 



102 SERMON X. 

come round to the point he started from. What- 
ever subject he touched on, he would not wander 
from ' Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.' 

Be clear on this point. It is so simple, that 
a child may understand it J yet not the wisest 
and greatest can be saved in any other way. 
Never think to save yotirselves. It cannot be. 
You might try all your life long : and where 
would you be at the end? After all your 
working and striving, your painful self- 
denial, your carefulness and strictness, where 
would you be at the end, if you had had no 
eye to Christ P Just where you were when 
you began ; not a step nearer than wh^n you 
set out. For Christ said, */ am the way;'* 
and that is not the way you would have walked 
in. No ! you cannot save yourselves. You 
must owe it all to another. Salvation is not 
of works, but of grace. 

Let us look at this truth a little more closely. 

We were * as sheep going astray,' trans- 
gressors against God, by nature and by practice. 
Man had sinned ; and, far from being able to 
pay off any part of the old debt, did but add to 
it continually. A sinful nature was ever lead- 
ing him into fresh sin. Thus there was no 

* John, xiv. 6. 
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help, no hope. The debt grew, the guilt 
increased, every day made his case worse. 

God saw us in this hopeless state, and gave 
His only-begotten Son to be a sacrifice for our 
sins. The Lord Jesus Christ took our nature 
upon Him, and died for us. He who was * holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners;'* 
' who did no sin, neither was guile found in 
His mouth;' yet put Himself in our place, 
bore our sins, stood between us and wrath. 
There was nothing else between us and it; 
we had deserved it : but He bore it for us, and 
died, the just for the unjust. In the garden 
of Gethsemane, in the hall of judgment, and 
upon the cross — this was the work He was 
doing, this the burden He was bearing. *A11 
we like sheep have gone astray ; we have 
turned every one to his own way : and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all.''!' The sacrifice was accepted. That pre- 
cious blood made a full atonement for sin. 
For all who should believe, the debt was paid 
fully and for ever. 

Here is the poor man's comfort, the rich 
man's only hope; in life and in death, the 
only groimd of peace. Receive this great 

• Heb. vii. 26. t Isa. liii. 6. 
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truth. Receive it simply and fully. Let there 
be no mixing of man's works with Christ's 
atonement, or all will be spoilt ; but let there 
be a simple faith in Christ crucified. Then 
the fruit of good works will surely follow : not 
mixed up in the thoughts with faith, as if the 
two together were to save; but following 
upon, and springing from, faith, as fruit from 
a tree. 

It is this doctrine that makes Good Friday 
a good, and even a happy, day. For those 
who are careless about salvation, or look to be 
saved by works, there is no comfort in this 
dav. But the humble believer sees his Saviour 
dying on the cross, and in that sight finds 
peace. He mourns indeed for his Saviour's 
sufferings, and for his own sins, — and never 
does sin seem so hateful to him, as when he 
views Jesus on the cross, — but faith reminds 
him, ' by His stripes ye were healed ; ' and 
hope and peace follow. 

2. Jesus Christ, in His sufferings and death, 
is our example, as well as our Saviour. 

This is brought before us in the text, even 
more strongly than the first point. ' Fpr even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
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suffered for us, leaving us an example, tliat ye 
should follow His steps.' 

Now, Christ is our pattern in all things; 
but here we are taught to follow Him in one 
particular respect, that is, in bearing ill- 
treatment meekly. Let us go back to the 
19th and 20th verses. ' This is thankworthy, 
it a man, for conscience toward God, endure 
grief, sufferiiig wrongfully. For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently P But if, when ye 
do well and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God.' This, the apostle 
shows us, is otir duty : and then he goes on, 
in the text, to set Christ before us as our 
example for so doing. Our blessed Lord did 
exactly as those verses say we should do. He 
endured grief, suffering wrongfully: He did 
well and suffered for it, yet He took it 
patiently. When He was reviled. He re- 
viled not again ; when He suffered. He threat- 
ened not. He had done no sin, yet He let 
Himself be put to a shameful death ; He had 
gone about doing good, yet He patiently sub- 
mitted to ill-treatment of every kind. No 
angry word escaped His lips; sorrow there 
was, but not anger; suffering, but not im- 
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patience. 'He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His moutli : He 
is brought as a lamb to tbe slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth.' * 

Christians ! see here your pattern. Look at 
His goodness, His patience. His meekness : see 
Him in the judgment-hall; hear His words, 
even from the cross, ' Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do : ' t and then 
think of the apostle's words — 'leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow His steps.' 

Is this indeed the example you follow ? Is 
this how you meet unkindness and wrong P Is 
this the way in which you feel and speak and 
act, when others are unjust and cruel ? I do 
not ask, what you do to those you love, or how 
you repay those who have been kind to you ; 
nor do I ask how you bear a punishment which 
you have deserved : but I ask this — when you 
do well, and suffer for it, do you take it 
patiently? When you are reviled, do you 
check yourself from reviling again? When 
you suffer unjustly, do you abstain from angry 
and threatening words ? 

Jesus expects it of you ; your Saviom' looks 

* Isa. liii. 7. t Luke, xziii. 34. 
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for this return ; * even hereunto were ye called.' 
For His sake to check the rising anger, to stop 
the hasty word, to bear wrong meekly, to be kind 
to the unkind, and just (and more than just) 
to the unjust, to return good for their evil — 
this is the service of love your Saviour looks 
for from you. His teaching and His example 
exactly agree. Hear His own words, * Ye have 
heard that it hath been said. Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I 
say unto you. Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you 
and persecute you : that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven; for He 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.' * 

This is not easy. Far from it. When 
wrong is done to us, and we know we have 
not deserved it ; when we are cut to the quick 
by unkindness and injustice, and every feeling 
within us seems to rise against such treatment; 
then, to be meek and patient and forgiving, is 
a hard task indeed. Yet " love, love to Christ, 
will make it easier: it 7nay be done, in His 

♦ Matt. V. 43-46. 



108 SERMON X. 

strength. Do you try? Is it your ivisk? 
Then He will surely help you. His grace ia 
sufficient for you. Prayer will bring strength 
in the hour of need; and He, your Saviour, 
who set you this task, and required of you this 
proof of love, will enable you by His Spirit to 
do it. 

Your strength lies in prayer. But it will 
help you also, to think often of Christ the 
Saviour. Nothing so softens our feelings to- 
wards others, and disposes us to meekness, 
forgiveness, and love, as to bear in our hearts 
the Lord Jesus dying for us. Christ known 
and loved as a Saviour, will make Christ fol- 
lowed as an example. Does anger rise ? Re- 
member, * He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions.' Is your love ready to fail under 
unkindness ? Think how He loved you ; and 
what He bore, and how He bore it, and for 
whom. *And be ye kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.'* 

But do any not even try or wish to be like 
Jesus in this ? To such, this is a solemn text. 
You cannot separate what God has joined. 
Christ is both Saviour and example. You 

* Eph. iv. 32. 
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cannot have Him as your Saviour, and yet 
reject Him as your pattern. If you receive 
Him at all, you must receive Him altogether. 
How plain and strong are those words, ' If any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His.'* He may know much, and talk much, — 
but if his heart be not set to follow Christ, he 
has no part nor lot in the matter. The tree is 
known by its fruit. Real faith is never barren. 
A saving interest in Christ's atonement will 
always make a man aim at least to be like Him : 
and, among other things, he will strive to copy 

* the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 't Oh 
that all who bear the name of Christ, might 
live in the spirit of that collect of our Church, 

* Almighty God, who hast given Thine only 
Son to be uuto us both a sacrifice for sin, and 
also an ensample of godly life ; give us grace 
that we may always most thankfully receive 
that his inestimable benefit, and also daily en- 
deavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of 
His most holy life ; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord.' J 

♦ Bom. viii. 9. t 2 Cor. x. 1. 

X Collect for the Second Sunday after Easter. 
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1 Cob. XT. 20. — * Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
hecome the first-fruits of them that slept.' 

Some things in religion are matters of faith, 
and some are matters of fact ; some we believe 
because they are written in the Word of God, 
and some because they are proved by evidence. 
We have in this verse a truth of each sort. It 
is a matter of focty that * Christ is risen from 
the dead :' it is a matter of faith^ that He is 
'become the first-fruits of them that slept.* 
Let us consider these two points in their 
order. 

I. ' Now is Christ risen from the dead.' This 
is a matter of fact. It has pleased God to make 
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this truth rest on proofs so plain and strong, that 
all must believe it, who are not determined be- 
forehand not to believe. It has been often said, 
and said truly, that if a man does not believe 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead, there is 
no reason why he should believe any fact in 
history ; for no fact can be told more plainly, 
or proved more clearly. 

1. Our Lord was seen to die. His death was 
open and public. Foes, as well as friends, saw 
Him breathe His last. The soldier pierced His 
side with a spear, and thereout came blood and 
water. They came to break the legs of the 
three ; but when they came to Him, they brake 
not His legs, because He was dead already. No 
one can doubt that He died. 

2. He was seen dead by many. Those who 
took Him down from the Cross saw Him dead. 
Those who laid Him in the tomb did the same. 
His friends looked on sadly, and knew too well 
that He was indeed dead. His enemies, who had 
thirsted for His blood, made sure of His being 
reaUy dead. Their words prove it. ' Sir,' said 
they to Pilate, * we remember that that deceiver 
said, while He was yet alive. After three days I 
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will rise again/ * And then they asked that the 
tomb might be sealed and watched, lest the 
disciples should come and steal the corpse, and 
say He was risen. There is no doubt then of 
His death and burial. 

3. He was afterwards seen aKve. Seen by 
many people on several occasions ; seen by those 
who knew Him best ; and seen first on the very 
day on which He had said that He should rise 
again. In the earlier part of this chapter, St. 
Paul thus simis up the various times of His 
showing himself alive; 'and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures; and that He was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve ; after that. He was 
seen of above five hundred brethren at once ; of 
whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. After that. He was 
seen of James ; then of all the apostles. And, 
last of all. He was seen of me also, as of one 
bom out of due time.'t For forty days He 
remained on earth, thus showing Himself from 
time to time to various people. One was 
harder to be persuaded than the rest. When 
the other disciples told Thomas that they had 
* Matt, xxvii. 63. f 1 Cor. xv. 4-8. 
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seen the Lord, his answer was, ' Except I shall 
see in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into His side, 1 will not believe/ 
Even this proof our Lord gave. When next 
He appeared to His disciples, Thomas was with 
them. ' Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold My hands ; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; 
and be not faithless, but believing.' Then 
even Thomas was convinced. *And Thomas 
answered and said. My Lord and my God ! ' * 
Thus the very unbelief of that disciple is made 
a fresh proof of the resurrection. We have the 
account of His rising again from the very 
writers who describe His death. Two of them, 
Matthew and John, were eye-witnesses of what 
they tell ; they saw Him on the Cross, they saw 
Him risen. The other two Evangelists were 
well acquainted with those who had seen Him, 
and must have heard the story again and 
again from various eye-witnesses. There are 
few facts in history which rest On so good 
evidence. 

4. The very absurdity of the only other story 

* John, XX. 27, 28. 
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ever told to account for the body being gone, is 
a further proof of the truth of the resurrection. 
For, in every case, where those who are very- 
anxious to disprove a fact, can bring forward 
against it nothing but a weak argument, or an 
improbable story, this does but strengthen the 
proof of the fact. Now, what was the story 
told by the Jews ? They bribed the soldiers to 
say that, while they slept, the disciples came 
and stole the corpse. While they slept ! Why, 
it was death to a Roman soldier, to sleep on his 
post ; yet here a whole band of them did so, 
and all at once, and so soundly that the stone 
was rolled away and the body removed without 
their being aroused. Who can believe this, or 
that the soldiers would willingly accuse them- 
selves, unless assured that their commander 
knew that the tale was false, and therefore would 
not punish them ? And this, of course, is the 
meaning of the priests and elders, * And if this 
come to the governor's ears, we will persuade 
him (probably by another bribe) and secure you.^ 
Besides, if they were asleep, how could they 
know what took place ? Their story was worth 
nothing, even on their own showing. And, 
further, who can think the disciples would have 
dared to do such a thing ? Those timid men, 
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who, a few hours before, had all forsaken their 
Master and fled at the first appearance of 
danger, — who can suppose that they would have 
dared to come in the darkness of the night, 
and, in the face of a band of soldiers, set there 
on purpose to guard the tomb, to steal away the 
corpse ? And for what ? Granting that they 
dared to do it, and could do it, why should they ? 
What motive was there ? It would have done 
them no good to have the corpse. It would 
have brought them no comfort or hope, but just 
the contrary. That lifeless body, fast going to 
corruption, would have been the death of all 
their hopes. It would have told them, that 
their Master had deceived them, that there was 
no resurrection for Him or for them. Every hope 
he had ever held out to them would have been 
proved false and vain, if they had had the dead 
body to show them that Jesus was not risen. 
So foolish and impossible is the story, that, 
though ' commonly reported among the Jews,' 
it cannot really have been believed. It was 
but a vain invention, to get rid of a plain 
truth. 

Yes, it is a truth, a sure and blessed truth, 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the 
third day, as He had said. Let us thank God 
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that so blessed a fact is so fully proved. It is 
a blessed fact indeed ; for consider wbat our 
state would be, if it were not true. The apostle 
shows us this in the 17th and 18th verses ; ' if 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are 
yet in your sins. Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished.* Only 
suppose for an instant, that His body went to 
corruption, and that He was never seen again ; 
where then would our faith be, and what our 
hope ? All would be dark. Every ray of 
hope would be gone. The name of Jesus 
would bring no comfort to our hearts. If 
there were no Christ risen, then Christ 
crucified would be nothing to us, His suf- 
ferings and death would be of no avail. All 
must come to nothing, — all faith, all hope, 
all love, all joy, — if Christ did not rise from 
the dead. 

The apostle turns from the thought. * But 
now,' says he, * ^s Christ risen from the dead.' 
As though he had said, *Away with such a 
thought, away with this groundless supposition! 
It is not true, we need not distress ourselves 
with it, Christ is risen.' Yes, Christ is risen. 
No reasoning can disprove it, no enemy can 
rob us of this truth, there is no doubt or un- 
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certainty here, ' Now is Christ risen from the 
dead.' 

II. We now come to the matter oi faith con- 
tained in the latter part of the text ; that Jesus 
Christ, in rising from the dead, became * the 
first-fruits of them that slept.' 

The meaning of this is, that all who die in 
the Lord will also rise again, that His re- 
surrection is a pledge of theirs. This exactly 
agrees with what St. Paul says to the Colos- 
sians, 'And He is the head of the body, the 
Church ; who is the beginning, the first-bom 
from the dead ; ' * and also with those words of 
St. John in the Revelation, in which he speaks 
of Jesas Christ as 'the first-begotten of the 
dead.' t All these passages show that, when 
our Lord rose, He rose as the forerunner of 
His people. He triumphed over the grave, 
and they will be partakers of His triumph. As 
He rose, so wiU they. Thus He is the first- 
fruits of the dead. 

It is remarkable that they are not called here 
the deady but ' them that slept,' them that fell 
asleep. This great and blessed doctrine of the 
resurrectipn does indeed make the believer's 

♦ Col. i. 18. t Bev. i. 5. 
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death only a sleep — a falling asleep, to wake 
again. Thus Stephen, though dying a violent 
death, was said ' to fall asleep.' * And thus our 
Lord, when about to raise Lazarus, said, * Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth.' f His indeed was but 
a short sleep ; four days only had he been in 
the grave ; but ' one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day ; ' J it is as easy to Almighty power to 
bring together the scattered parts that have 
gone to corruption ages ago, as to put life into 
the body but lately dead. Like Lazarus, all 
who have died in the Lord do but sleep ; Christ 
will raise them up at the last day. * For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with Him' § 

Oh, what comfort is here for mourners ! How 
is the sting of death taken away, how are part- 
ings and bereavements softened ! Did they 
whose place upon earth has been made empty, 
did they but fall asleep in Christ? Then they are 
not perished : they are not lost, but gone before. 
They are with Jesus. Where, or how, we know 



♦ Acts, vii. 60. + John, xi. 2. t ^ Pet. iii. 8. 

§ 1 Thess. iv. 14. 
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not, nor need we greatly care to know ; enough 
for us, that they are at rest mth Him, where 
no pain or sorrow can be ; and that when He 
comes, so will they. As surely as He rose, they 
will rise too. They do but sleep. At the last 
trumpet's sound they will rise again, and be 
clothed with glorious and immortal bodies ; and 
friends long parted will meet again ; and those 
who went before, and those who were left to 
weep, will live together where parting and 
weeping are unknown, * and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.'* 

But we who are left — ^with such hopes, and 
such comforts, and such a Saviour — ^how earnest 
should we be to have a real interest in Him by 
faith, that when He comes we may have a part 
in His coming ! To the believer all is bright, 
and hopeful, and happy. He can look forward 
without fear ; even death and the grave (though 
solemn they must always be) have no terrors 
for him, or need have none, because he is in 
Christ by faith. This gives, or may give, him 
peace. True, he must die ; but Christ has 
died for him, and taken the sting of death 
away. The grave must receive him, but the 

* 1 Thess. iy. 17, 18. 
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grave can boast of no victory now, for Jesus 
has risen, and all who are His will rise too. 

Every hope of the believer is linked with 
Christ. * All things are yours ; whether Paul, 
or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the worid, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come ; all 
are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and Christ is 
God's.' * 

Hence it follows that none of these things 
belong to those who are not Christ's. Few 
words, and easily written and read; but oh! 
their unspeakable importance! Would you 
rise to meet Him when He comes, and then 
be with Him for ever ? And would you in 
the meantime have aU the comfort and joy of 
sin forgiven, and guilt removed, the sting of 
death taken away, and the thought of Christ's 
appearing a joyful instead of a fearful thought 
to you P Then you must now die to sin, and 
rise again unto righteousness ; you must apply 
for the blood of sprinkling; you must seek 
Christ in earnest, and lay hold on Him by 
faith as your Saviour, and look to and follow 
Him every day as your risen Lord. 

Thus, all the promises of God in Christ Jesus 
will become yours. Living, you will live with 

♦ 1 CcMT. iii. 21-23. 
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Him ; dying, you will die unto Him. Living 
or dying, you will be the Lord's.* Your 
death will be but a falling asleep in Christ, 
to awake to a joyful resurrection. 

Be this your Easter wish, your Easter prayer, 
your Easter blessing ! 

* Bom. xiv. 8, 
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THE GREATNESS AND GOODNESS 

OF GOD. 



Ps. cxlvii. 3, 4. — * He healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the number of the 
stars ; He calleth them all by their names.' 

It is not without a reason that these two verses 
come so close together. Each by itself is full of 
weight ; but, taken together, their meaning is 
greatly increased. For both relate to the same 
Person : it is the very same gracious God, who 
both ' healeth the broken in heart,' and * telleth 
the number of the stars.' Hence the chief 
force of the text. 

Two things are here set before us : the good- 
ness and the greatness of God ; we will consider 
the latter first. 

1. The fourth verse teaches us the greatness 



THE GREATNESS AND GOODNESS OF GOD. 123 

of God : * He telleth the nimiber of the stars ; 
He calleth them all by their names.' 

If we look up on a starry night, the stars 
seem numberless. As far as the eye can reach, 
they are seen ; and if we look steadfastly at one 
point for some minutes, more stars appear there 
than we saw at first. It is true the stars have 
been counted. We are told how many can be 
seen by the naked eye, and how many with 
the help of the telescope. But what stars are 
they, which have thus been counted by man ? 
Only those which he can see : and who can tell 
what numbers there may be beyond ? Every 
fresh improvement in the telescope has brought 
to light new stars ; the further our sight can 
reach, the more in number do we find the stars 
to be. Who can say then, what their number 
is ? To us, at least, there is no limit. We 
come to the end of our sight, but not to the 
end of the stars. 

But even if we could count them all, how 
little should we know of them besides ! Look- 
ing at them at the distance of almost countless 
millions of miles, though we might number 
them, what should we know with certainty of 
their nature or substance? We cannot even 
distinguish one from another, except by its size 
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and brightness. And though, even to our eye, 
' one star differeth from another star in glory,' * 
yet this is all the diflference we can see. We 
give to each its name, but the very names we 
give thejn betray our ignorance. Plants, and 
flowers, and birds, and beasts,* we can name 
after their growth, and colour, and smell, and 
flight, and speed ; not so the heavenly bodies ; 
we can name them after our fancy only, not 
after our knowledge. 

But God knows them all ; each by itself, and 
all together. Countless as they may be. He 
can count them. His eye takes in the universe 
at a glance, and in His sight doubtless each 
star is difierent from all the rest, f^or He made 
them all ; He gave to each its place, its course, 
its time, and still maintains them so. In all 
the vast framework of the heavens, there is 
nothing out of place, or out of course. Every 
star is what God made it, and where God placed 
it. He made, and placed, and keeps, and knows 
them all. 

How beautiful is a starry sky ! How 
humbling to the pride of man, how fit to 
raise the thoughts to God! How little does 
man seem then, and God how great ! * When 

* 1 Cor. XV. 41. 
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I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars which Thou hast or- 
dained ; what is man that Thou art mindful of 
him? and the son of man that Thou visitest 
him?'* 

Other works of God are mentioned in this 
psalm, which are further proofs of His great- 
ness. * Who covereth the heaven with clouds, 
who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh 
grass to grow upon the mountains. . . . He 
giveth snow like wool. He scattereth the 
hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth His ice 
like morsels ; who can stand before His cold ? 
He sendeth out His word, and melteth them ; 
He causeth His wind to blow, and the waters 
flow.*t Every change is brought about by 
Him. He makes the weather what He pleasejs. 
Man watches the weather, judges of it, speaks 
of it ; but God orders it. At His word, the 
sky is overcast, the rain falls, the earth is re- 
freshed, the grass springs and grows. Frost, 
and snow,' and ice, and cold, come at His 
command. He speaks again, and the sun 
shines, and the south wind blows, and the ice 
and snow disappear. We talk of the works of 
nature ; but they are in fact the works of 

♦ Pb. Tiii. 3, 4. + lb. cxlvii. 8, 16-18. 
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God. He who created all, orders all too. 
Everything is in His hand. Well may we say 
with the psalmist, * Great is our Lord, and of 
great power ; His imderstanding is infinite." 



' * 



2. The other verse of the text sets forth the 
goodness of God : * He healeth the broken in 
heart, and bindeth up their woujids.' 

Sometimes a poor man is afraid to ask a 
favour of a great man, thinking that one with 
so many affairs of importance to attend to, will 
be neither able nor willing to concern himself 
about a poor man's wants. 

But for His own word, we might be tempted 
to think in like maimer of God. Some have 
thought so. * Can I hope that the great God, 
who made heaven and earth, will care for me ? 
Is it to be supposed that the Creator and up- 
holder of the universe will give attention to 
my small concerns ?* Thus the greatness of 
God is made to interfere with His goodness. 

But does it so really ? If o, indeed. As if to 
assure us of the contrary, the greatness and 
the goodness of God are here declared in one 
breath, * He healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the 

* Ps. V. 5. 
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number of the stars ; He calletli them all by . 
their names.' If we doubt His goodness, we 
must doubt His greatness too, for both are set 
forth together. Nay, it seems that the good- 
ness of God came first into the thoughts of the 
psalmist, for it is tnentioned first : * The Lord 
doth build up Jerusalem ; He gathereth to- 
gether the outcasts of Israel. He healeth the 
broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds ;" 
and then follows the mention of His greatness, 
* He telleth the number of the stars, He calleth 
them all by their names.' Far from dis- 
couraging us therefore, the greatness of God 
ought to. assure our hearts. Surely He who 
telleth the number of the stars, can order our 
small concerns, and supply our little wants. 
Yes, He can do it, for He is great ; and He 
will, for He is good. 

* He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth 
up their wounds.' As a kind and wise physician 
deals with the sick, so does God deal with the 
sorrowful. Is there a heart broken with sorrow 
for the loss of some dear one, — a husband, wife, 
or child ? At such a time God draws near, to 
heal that broken heart, and bind up that sore 
^ wound. Vain is all other help then : the kindest 
words seem to fall almost unheeded on the ear, 
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the dearest friend cannot reach the depths 
of such a grief. But God has all power and 
all love. The wisdom that tells the stars, the 
power that spread the heavens, are now put 
forth to comfort that one sorrowing heart : the 
mighty God Himself acts the part of a physi- 
cian to that wounded spirit. Gently and 
tenderly did He order all the circumstances of 
the stroke, as if even in dealing the needful 
blow He would give as little pain, as possible ; 
and gently and tenderly does He bind up the 
wound He has made. He causes the sufferer 
to see the hand of love, whispers inward peace, 
calms the troubled feelings. Words cannot 
describe what God can do in a time of sorrow. 
Many a Christian has looked back on some sore 
affliction, the main grief of his life, and has 
been able to see that his time of deepest sorrow 
was his time of sweetest peace also. So wisely 
and kindly does the good physician heal the 
broken in heart, and bind up their wounds. 

But if human help can do little for one in 
deep sorrow, still less can it do for one con- 
vinced of sin. This is a wound which God has 
made, and which none but He can heal Other 
sorrows, though really coining by God's ap- 
pointment, may yet be traced to second causes ; 
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but conviction of sin is all His work. All 
outward circumstances perhaps remain the 
same; the change is in the person himself 
and a great change it is. He is careless na 
longer ; he can no more listen unconcerned to 
the word * of God ; new feelings have been 
raised in him, new fears, new impressions, a 
new anxiety: he was asleep before, now. he is 
awake ; he feels himself a sinner, and trembles 
under the fear of the wrath of God. But 
the God of mercy and love does not leave 
him so. It was needful this woimd should 
be made; now it shall be bound up. After 
a longer or a shorter time of anxiety, hope 
begins to spring up in the soul: at first 
perhaps only a faint glimmer now and then, 
followed again by fear^ and despondency. But 
this hope becomes more strong and constant ; 
the promises of the Gospel come home to the 
heart, the virtue of the blood of Jesus is applied 
and felt, fears become weaker, faith grows, — 
till at length the convinced sinner is led fully 
to believe, his burden rolls o£E, and at the cross 
of Christ he finds peace. In some cases this 
happy work is short and speedy; in others, 
years pass by, — ^years of painful conflict, dia- 

K 
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tressing doubt, anxious fear, gloomy misgiving, 
— before peace comes. We know not why this 
difference is; whether peace might sooner be 
found by all if more earnestly sought, or 
whether it be God's sovereign will to deal 
thus variously with the subjects of His grace. 
We know not this ; but this we do know, — 
that every contrite heart that looks to Him 
does in God's good time receive healing, and 
every such wound of His making is sooner or 
later bound up by His gracious, hand. The 
very hand that made the heavens is employed 
in this work; the wisdom that telleth the stars 
is engaged also in noting each sigh and tear of 
the contrite; not one is overlooked or forgotten; 
the Good Physician is watching the case, and 
the case is going on well under His skilful and 
loving hand, slow as its progress may seem to 
the sufferer himself. 

Thus do the greatness and the goodness of 
God, when seen in one view, speak comfort and 
encouragement to the soul. Happy they, who 
can see in the countless stars their Father's 
handywork ! Happy they, who, in every 
trouble and fear, can think with confidence of 
God's greatness, as engaged on their behalf ! 
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We do not indeed deserve such a Friend, at 
once so good and so great. It is in Christ 
Jesus alone, that He is our Friend and Father. 
The believer is reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son ; and, being reconciled, has God 
completely on his side ; not for him in some of 
His attributes, and against him in others, but 
for him in all; in wisdom, love, and power : 
in His all-seeing eye, in His perfect know- 
ledge, in His infinite power, in His boundless 
resources: all are engaged on behalf of the 
beKever ; for all things are his, because he is 
Christ's.* 

But if this be the believer's happy state, how 
is it with them that believe not ? Ah ! let 
such beware that they despise not the riches of 
His forbearance and long-suffering, lest one 
day they should seek Him in His goodness, and 
find Him only in His greatness ! Now is the 
day of grace, when * mercy and truth are met 
together ; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.' t The day will come, when they 
who shall have let slip this time of grace, must 
meet God in His greatness, and find that He 
who spread the heavens is against them. ' Seek 

* 1 Cor. iii. 21-23. + Ps. Ixxxv. 10. 
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ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye 
upon Him while He is near ;'* for, ' who may 
abide the day of His coming P and who shall 
stand when He appearethP*t 

♦ Isa. Iv. 6, t Mai. iii. 2. 
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John, xiv. 26. — * But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name. He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem^ 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you. ' 

In these words our Lord told His disciples 
beforehand, what the Holy Spirit was to do 
for them. Though the promise of His coming 
was fulfilled long ago, and the Church of Christ 
has enjoyed this gift for ages, yet there is still 
much ignorance concerning the Holy Spirit 
and His work. Let us seek to learn what our 
Lord here teaches. 

I. Let us observe, first, that the Holy Spirit 
is a Person^ and not a thing. ' The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost,' would be taken by 
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any plain and honest reader to mean a Person 
who comforts. Again, this Comforter is said 
to be sent ; and this word also is most appli- 
cable to a person. The object with which He 
is sent goes to prove the same point : He is 
sent to teach and to remind. Now, though 
books and other things may properly be said 
to teach and to remind, yet when we read of 
one sent for these purposes, we naturally think 
rather of a person. 

In the 7th verse of the 16th chapter, our 
Lord speaks of HimseK as going, and of the 
Holy Spirit as coming. Now it is plain, that 
we must take both expressions in the same 
sense : if He who ' goes is a person, then He 
who comes must be a person too. In the same 
chapter, the Spirit is spoken of as coming, and 
reproving, and guiding, and speaking, and 
hearing, and showing, and receiving;* all the 
doings of a person. And in other parts of 
Scripture, we find that the Spirit may be 
tempted, "f- resisted, J and grieved ;|| that He 
strives with sinners, § directs ministers,^! and 
does various other things, which are the proper 

* John, xvL 8, 13-15. + Acts, v. 9. 

X Acts, vii. 61. § Eph. iv. 30. || Gen. vi. 3. 

IT Acts, viii. 22 ; xvi. 6, 7. 
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work of a person, and not of a mere influence 
or thing. 

Let it be well settled in our minds then, 
that the Holy Spirit is a person, the third 
Person in the divine Trinity. 

II. We leam next, that this divine Person, 
the Holy Spirit, is sent by the Father in the 
name of the Son ; ' whom the Father will send 
in my name.' 

Our Lord made this promise to His disciples, 
* I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter;'* and again. He taught 
them to pray in His name for themselves, 
'Verily, verily, I say unto you. Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father m my name. He will 
give it you.'-f" This seems to explain the 
words, * whom the Father will send in my 
name.' The Holy Spirit is sent in answer 
to the Saviour's prayer, and in answer to the 
prayers which we make in His name. Thus 
all th6 Three Persons in the Trinity are en- 
gaged in providing for our spiritual wants: 
the Son prays, the Father sends, the Spirit 
comes : and further, our own prayers for the 

♦ John, xiv. 16. + lb. xvi. 23. 
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is o^« TT "^"^""^ to u« ; the Comforter 
fe^r;. ^f."" *^^'"- 1° «>"-°^' doubt, or 

S t? ^^"^ "^^ ^«°«' *»>««« "'■e the 
--t^p.^, ^°^«^- ^ ^/ent in 
His- s„ ^1^ ^^^"^ ^ ^o comfort like 

Spirit reac wl T^ ^ *^" ^'•' ^'^* *!-« 
from J^t .*^^ ^^"^^ ^^y may be parted 

«>U betwei ""^"r*^ °««« ; tt« ^de sea may 

P-«- But uo^!' ^ they otherwise might 
senarof^ r. ^^^iice, no circumstances, can 

^in^ 1-,- 

*^h you aU things.' Our Lord Himself 

* John, xiv. 16. 
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Spirit have a promise of acceptance, when 
offered in the name of the Son of God. 

Let us look on this, not as a mere dry point 
of doctrine, but as a most encouraging truth. 
With what assurance may we pray! How 
confidently may we expect the gift of the 
Spirit ! The Three Persons of the blessed 
Trinity are engaged on our behalf, and we 
ourselves are taught how to pray with accept- 
ance. 

III. Having considered these two points, 
let us now come to the main subject of the 
text, the office of the Holy Spirit; in other 
words, what He was to do for the disciples and 
for us. 

1. The very name by which He is called 
throws some light upon this, — * The Comforter.' 

The disciples were in a state of sorrow and 
fear. Soon their Master was to leave them; 
He had told them so ; and then how helpless 
and forlorn would they be ! It was to comfort 
them imder this trouble, *and to supply His 
place when He should be gone, that our Lord 
promised that the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, 
should come to them ; and come, not merely to 
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help them, through that one time of sorrow, 
but to be with them always ; * I will pray the 
Father, and He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you for ever/ * 
This promise extends to us ; the Comforter 
is ours, as well ag theirs. In sorrow, doubt, or 
fear ; when friends fail, or forsake ; when all 
around seems dark, and earthly props are re- 
moved, and earthly hopes are blasted, and we 
seem left helpless and alone; these are the 
times when the Comforter will be sent in 
answer to prayer. There is no comfort like 
His; so deep, so true, so tender. Earthly 
comforters may speak to the ear, but the 
Spirit reaches the heart. They may be parted 
from us by circumstances ; the wide sea may 
roll between us and them; business, duties, 
engagements, may keep them from giving 
even such comfort as they otherwise might 
give. But no distance, no circumstances, can 
separate us from * The Comforter.' Wherever 
we are, there He is too ; always at hand to 
soothe, support, and cheer. 

2. The Holy Spirit is our Teacher; 'He 
shall teach you all things.' Our Lord Himself 

* John, xiv. 16. 
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taught His disciples mucli, but the Holy Spirit, 
when He should be gone, was to teach them 
more ; ' I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit 
when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will 
guide you into all truth/* -This is now the 
Spirit's office, to teach us all things needful for 
our souls, and to guide us into all truth. 

And what are the things which the Spirit 
teaches us ? This also may be learnt from our 
Lord^s words to His disciples :— 

(1.) *He will show you things to come.* In 
their case, this meant probably the gift of pro- 
phecy, which they were to receive. In ours, it 
means leading us to think of the future, and 
giving us a clear view and a deep impression 
of eternal things. We are apt to let temporal 
things get such hold upon us, that eternity is 
forgotten; it is the Spirit's work to keep 
eternity in our minds. Is a sinner brought 
to tremble under the apprehension of the 
future? Does a lukewarm Christian receive 
a fresh and vivid impression of eternity ? Is 
a believer enabled to rejoice in the prospect of 
glory ? This is the effect of the Spirit, show- 

* John, xvi. 12, 13. 
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ing them things to come. How important is 
this work ! How needful and how good, in a 
world of temptation and vanity, to be con- 
tinually reminded of eternity by this inward 
voice ! 

(2.) ' He will reprove [or convince] the 
world.' * Another part of the Spirit's teach- 
ing is to convince of sin, to make us feel that 
we are sinners. Arguments may prove this, 
eloquence may enforce it, the imderstanding 
may be convinced of it ; but the Spirit alone 
can make the heart feel it. Many who make a 
fair show, have never experienced this work of 
the Spirit. Yet, till it be felt, how sad is their 
state ! They have no pardon, for they have 
never really sought it; no interest in Christ, 
for they feel no need of Him ; no access to the 
throne of grace, for they do not come to it as 
sinners. How needful then is this work of 
conviction ! How impossible to have the true 
hope of the Gospel without it ! 

(3.) ' He shall testify of me.' f The Spirit 
bears witness in the heart to Christ, shows 
Him to the awakened sinner as a Saviour, and 

* John, xvi 8. t lb. xv. 26. 
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causes the report of Him to be believecL* At! 
who but the awakened sinner himself, can tell 
how precious is this work of the Spirit ? Con- 
science has been aroused, things to come have 
been opened to his view, he has become alive 
to guilt and' danger, judgment and eternity 
lie before him ; whither shall he flee ? where 
find safety and comfort ? It is to no purpose 
that friends try to persuade him that all is 
well ; a more powerful voice within gives the 
lie to what they say. ' No worse than others,' 
wiU not quiet conscience now. ' Peace, peace ! 
where there is no peace,' "|" deceives him no 
more. He finds no comfort to his troubled 
mind, till Christ is revealed in his heart by 
the Spirit. Then hope springs up, and lie 
finds * the Comforter ' a comforter indeed. 

But the Spirit testifies of Christ in other 
hearts besides those of the newly convinced. 
Christ is the Kfe, the food, the strength, of 
every believer; his comfort, peace, and joy: 
and this is through the work of the Spirit. 
He is continually testifying of Christ in the 
believer's soul ; taking of the things of Christ, 
and showing them unto him. Often, in the 
reading of the Bible, some passage concerning 

* Isa. liii. 1. t Jer. vi. 14. 
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Clirist strikes him more forcibly than ever, or 
he perceives it for the first time to relate to 
Christ ; new light seems to shine on it ; he 
sees in it a depth of meaning unseen before. 
This is the Spirit testifying of Christ. Or, in 
some time of prayer or meditation, the thought 
of Christ, in His person or His work, touches 
his heart more than usual ; his affections go 
out towards Him, his heart is filled with love, 
the Saviour is. seen to be imspeakably precious. 
This, again, is the Spirit testifying of Christ. 
Let us cherish such seasons! They are the 
fruit of our Saviour's intercession, 'I will 
pray the Father : ' and the answer perhaps to 
prayers of ours, which we feared were not 
heard, or did not expect to be answered thus : 
they are our happiest, because our most spi- 
ritual, times ; a foretaste of that time to come, 
when ' the things of Christ ' will be our happi- 
ness for ever. 

(4.) In like manner does the Spirit lead into 
all truth ; not merely the truth of our own sin- 
fulness, or of our Saviour's preeiousness, but 
into every other part of the truth of God, 
which it is for our souls' good that we should 
know. Many thingi^ in the Bible, once dark 
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or confused to us, the Spirit unfolds by degrees : 
many dealings of Providence, which once we 
could not understand, the Spirit reveals to ub. 
We are in the school of God ; the Bible is our 
text-book, the Spirit our teacher : and, if apt 
and humble and diligent scholars, we are ever 
learning something new. Our book indeed 
has had all in it, ever since we began to learn ; 
but our teacher explains it to us more and 
more f uUy, showing us often a new meaning 
in what we thought we understood well before, 
deepening our impression of what we did 
understand, and thus, step by step, leading 
us on. 

(5.) 'He shall glorify me,'* said our Lord. 
And Christ is glorified, when sinners are thus 
converted and believers built up. The more 
we learn of Christ, the more do we both love 
Him and magnify Him ; the deeper is His 
place in our hearts, the higher does He stand 
in our esteem ; our duties are better done, our 
post of labour is better filled. Thus Christ is 
r^lorified, as the Spirit causes us to grow in the 
knowledge of Him. 

Alas, that many who are panting after other 

* John, xvi 14. 
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kinds of knowledge, should be content to make 
no progress in this ! Knowledge is good : but 
the best of all knowledge is the knowledge of 
Christ, and the highest wisdom is that which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth ; yet these, numbers 
are content to want. 

3. The Holy Spirit is our Reminder; *He 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.' 

The Apostles, before they received the Holy 
Ghost, were apt to forget the things they had 
learnt of their Master. Once He rebuked them 
for this ; ' Do ye not yet imderstand, neither 
remember the five loaves of the five thousand, 
and how many baskets ye took up?'* But 
afterwards, it would appear, not only did many 
things which they had not understood become 
clear to them, but many which they had for- 
gotten came to their recollection. For instance, 
our Lord had said, ^ Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up:'t and we read, 
* When therefore He was risen from the dead. 
His disciples remembered that He had said this 
unto them; and they believed the Scripture, 
* Matt. zvi. 9. t John, ii. 19. 
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and the words whicli Jesus had saii' ♦ Again, 
we read, respecting His triumplial approach, to 
Jerusalem and the prophecy concerning it; 
* These things understood not His disciples at 
the first : but when Jesus was glorified, then 
remembered they that these things were written 
of Him, and that they had done these things 
unto Him/ f -^^ doubtless much of our 
Lord's teaching, many of the words they had 
heard faU from His Kps whUe addressing a 
mixed multitude, and many which he had 
spoken to themselves apart, were brought back 
to their minds by the Spirit when He was 
gone, and that, with a meaning unperceived 
before. The very Gospels themselves are a 
fulfilment of this promise ; recording, as they 
do, not only parables and miracles more easily 
remembered, but also (and this Gospel of St. 
John especially) long, connected, discourses, 
brought back to the minds of the writers by 
inspiration after many years, and then written 
for our Use. 

But the Holy Spirit acts the part of a Re- 
minder to us, as well as to them; He both 
teaches us new things, and reminds us of old. 
For instance, — ^a Christian is in trouHe, through 

♦ John, ii 22, f lb. xii. 16. 
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some heavy calamity, or some grievous loss : in 
the midst of his despondency, some well-known 
text of Scripture, exactly suited to his case, 
comes to his mind and gives him comfort ; no 
friend, no book, suggests it ; it comes, he knows 
not how : it is brought to his remembrance by 
the Holy Spirit. Again, a child of pious 
parents, early taught like Timothy to know 
the Scriptures, the child of many prayers, 
takes a wrong course : he goes far astray, and 
spends many years in sin, and all early training 
seems forgotten ; at length, in a foreign land 
(I am speaking of a real case) the soldier, who 
became so against his parents' wishes, and only 
to escape from the restraints of home, is smitten 
with a fatal disease, brought on by excess in a 
hot climate, and lies on his death-bed: and 
now, things long forgotten come back to his 
mind, a mother's words are remembered, Bible 
truths once well known are thought of again, 
and strike him as they never struck him before, 
he feels them in his heart, the arrow of con- 
viction strikes home; he dies, but he dies a 
penitent believer. Who was it that reminded 
him of those forgotten truths? Who spoke 
again to his heart a mother's words, with more 
than a mother's power? The Holy Spirit. 

I. 



146 SERMON XIII. 

Thus were those prayers answered : thus were 
those early lessons, neglected at the time, 
brought to his remembrance by the Com- 
forter. 

And what Christian is there, who has not 
experienced the same kind of influence ; when, 
in the hour of temptation, sorrow, weakness, or 
fear, the Word of God has been brought with 
power to his soul, strengthening, comforting, 
and assuring him ? At such times, we should 
be apt to forget the very things most needful 
to be remembered, did not the Spirit bring 
them to our minds. But just at our greatest 
need. He comes to our help by this simple 
means,-— reminding us of some text of Scrip- 
ture, of some passage in a sermon, of some- 
thing that has passed in conversation, or of 
some impression once made on our minds. 
Often does the Spirit thus remind us, by way 
of comfort and guidance ; often too, in the 
way of warning. Not seldom has one, in im- 
proper or doubtful company, seemed to hear 
addressed to him the question, 'What doest 
thou here?'* — or the solemn words, *Thou, 
God, seest me ! ' t have come with startling 
effect to the remembrance. What is this 

* 1 Kings, xix. 9. t Gen. xvi 13. 
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' still small voice/ but the voice of the Spirit 
reminding him ? 

The presence of this Comforter, this teacher 
of the heart, this reminder of things forgotten, 
is one of the greatest blessings we can have. 
There is indeed no peace, no life, for those 
who have not the Spirit. ' If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.' * 

' Quench not the Spirit ! ' t However He 
may speak, listen to His voice. Welcome His 
comfort, follow His guidance, be humble under 
His warning and reproof, ' walk in the Spirit. 'J 
* To be spiritually minded is life and peace : ' § 
and there is no way to this, but earnest and 
constant prayer for the Spirit, and an honest 
following of. His teaching. * Ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full.' 



♦ Rom. viii. 9. t 1 These, v. 19. X Gal. v. 16. 

§ Rom. viii. 6. || John, xyI. 24. 
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John, I. 26, 27. — * John answered them, saying, I baptize 
with water : bat there standeth dne among yon, whom ye 
know not ; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before 
me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.' 

Seven hundred years before lie came, John the 
Baptist had been foretold by the prophet Isaiah 
in these words, * The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our • 
God.* * And about 400 years before he came, 
he had been foretold by the prophet Malachi 
thus, 'Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me.' t There 
is no doubt whatever that John was the person 
meant in both these prophecies : for he himself, 

* Isa. xl. 3. t Mai. iii. 1. 
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speaking by inspiration, said, ' I am the voice 
of one crying in the wndemess, Make straight 
the way of the Lord, as said the prophet 
Esaias ;' * and the three other EvangeHsts all 
speak of John the Baptist as. the person re- 
ferred to, both in that prophecy and in the 
prophecy of Malachi. t 

Accordingly, when he came, he did exactly 
what is there figuratively described. He pre- 
pared the way of the Lord Jesus, by preaching 
to the people that they should repent, by bap- 
tizing, and by pointing out Jesus when He ap.- 
peared. He took no honour to himself. * He 
confessed, and denied not ; but confessed, I am 
not the Christ.' J He wished to be thought of 
as what the prophets had foretold he should be, 
and no more; the forerunner of Christ; the 
messenger sent before His face, to prepare His 
way before Him. His whole object was to fulfil 
this office, to glorify Christ, and to draw men 
to Him ; and it was with this object that he 
spoke the words of the text in reply to the 
inquiries of the Jews. 

* John, i. 23. 

t Matt. iii. 3 ; xi. 10. Mark, i. 2, 3. Luke, i. 76 ; iii. 4 ; 
vii. 27. 
J John, i 20. 
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Among several others whicli might be men- 
tioned, there are two chief points here : 

1. The greatness of Christ. 

2. That He was unknown to those among 
whom He stood. 

1. Our minds are drawn here to the greatness 
of Christ, as compared with the Baptist himself. 

John himself was a remarkable person. His 
birth had been foretold to his parents by an 
angel, by whom also his name was given before- 
hand, and his office as the forerunner of Christ 
declared. His manner of life was different 
from that of other men. His clothing was 
that of a prophet. He lived apart from others. 
He led a holy and devoted Ufe. So great was 
the effect of his character and preaching, that, 
as we read, * then went out unto hiTn Jerusalem, 
and all Judsea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins.' * Our Lord Himself 
said of hira, 'Verily, I say imto you, Among 
them that are bom of woman, there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist.' t 

But, great as John was, he was but the fore- 

♦ Matt. iu. 56. t lb. xi. 11. 
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runner of One greater. In ancient times it 
was the custom, when a king travelled, for a 
herald to go before him to announce his coming 
and prepare the way. The herald was received 
with attention and respect wherever he went. 
He came in the dress and dignity of his office, 
he was generally met by the chief people . of 
the place, and crowds came together to see and 
hear. But it was only his office that made the 
herald great. He came in the king's name, to 
say that the king himself was coming. As for 
him, he was only the messenger ; and, had it 
not been for his office and his message, he 
would have been no more than other men. So 
John was but a herald : a faithful one, it is 
true ; a worthy messenger, a devoted servant ; 
but still only such. All his greatness was 
drawn from Him, whose coming he proclaimed. 
Jesus was the King, John the herald. He 
asked no honour for himself; he would not 
take it when ofEered : his only object was to 
exalt Christ ; * whose shoe's latchet,' said he, 
.*! am not worthy to unloose.' This was no 
false humility ; John knew his own littleness, 
and his Master's greatness, and could not bear 
that any part of the honour due to the King 
should be given to the messenger. Again and 



152 SERMON XIV. 

again he said in various forms, * He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I.' * 

How strongly opposed was this conduct of 
John to the common fault of too much exalting 
man ! What a rebuke do his words seem to 
give to those especially who over-praise minis- 
ters, — thus exalting the herald in place of the 
King ! The same fault which in St. Paul's 
time led one to say, * I am of Paul ; and an- 
other, I am of ApoUos,' f. thus giving honour 
to him who planted and him who watered, 
instead of to God who gave the increase, — 
this same fault still prevails. * Man praises 
man.' An attractive preacher is exalted 
above measure, to his own great danger and 
to the injury of his usefulness, instead of all 
the glory being given to God. Less attention 
is given to the message, than to the words in 
which it is delivered and enforced ; and people 
are more taken up with the tone and manner of 
a particular minister, than filled with thoughts 
of the great and gracious Saviour on whose 
errand of love he comes. 

In every sense, the words of John were true ; 

* He that cometh after me is mightier than I.' 

* He it is, who coming after me is preferred 

* Matt, iii 11. t 1 Cor. iii. 4. 
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before me ; whose shoe's latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose/ John was a mere man ; 
a holy and devoted man, it is true, but still a 
man, and therefore sinful; Jesus was God as 
well as man, perfect in holiness, * in whom was 
no sin.' John did but come with a message, to 
prepare the way ; but Jesus came to save, John 
came to bear witness of the light ; * but Jesus 
was Himself * the Light of the world.' t John 
baptized with water ; but Jesus had power to 
baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire. J 
Jesus was the Bridegroom of the Church ; 
John was but the friend of the Bridegroom. 

* He must increase,' said he, after our Saviour's 
public appearance ; 'but I must decrease.' Till 
the King came, the herald was of great con- 
sequence ; but then he was eclipsed. * He that 
Cometh from above,' he added (meaning Jesus), 

* is above all : he that is of the earth [meaning 
himself] is earthly, and speaketh of the earth : 
He that cometh from heaven is above all.' § 

2. But, great as He was, our Lord was 
unknown to those among whom He stood; 

* There standeth One among you, whom ye 
know not.' 

• John, i. 8. + lb. vii. 12. + Matt. iii. 11. 
§ John, iii. 29, 31. 
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Perhaps John meant, that at that very 
moment Jesus was standing among them un- 
known. At the time when John spoke, a 
crowd stood around him by the river's side; 
perhaps Jesus Himself was there. He stood 
among them, they saw Him, heard Him, 
touched Him ; — Jesus, the promised, expected, 
and longed for ; the Messiah ; ' the Desire of 
all nations ; ' * yet they knew Him not, for He 
was not yet revealed. 

And even after that, when John had pointed 
Him out in those plain words, 'Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world,' t when His person was well known, 
and when the crowds who used to follow John 
had begun to follow Jesus, still those words 
applied to the greater number, * There standeth 
One among you, ichom ye know not^ They knew 
Him by the eye, but not with the heart. Only 
a few forsook all and followed Him. Of the 
rest it might be said, * He was in the world, 
and the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not.' \ 

And do not the same words express too truly 
the state of many now ? * There standeth One 

♦ Haggai, ii. 7. + John, i. 29. J lb. i 10, 11. 
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among you, whom ye know not.' They are 
Christians in name and profession ; they may 
even keep up the outward fonns of religion, 
frequenting church, and perhaps partaking of 
the Lord's Supper. Thus Jesus stands among 
them, as it were, in His ordinances, but He 
stands among them unknown. They are not 
conscious of His presence ; they do not love it, 
or seek it ; they do not see Him with the eye 
of faith. Religious ordinances, though meant 
to lead to Christ, are to such little better than 
an empty form. They do not realise the pro- 
mise, * Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.'* With no faith, no love, no heart- 
felt acquaintance with Him, what does their 
knowledge of Christ amount top Alas! will 
aiich a knowledge save? He stands among 
them imknown, for the very same reason that 
made the midtitude at Bethabara ignorant of 
Him, — because He is not yet revealed. 

There is but one way of really knowing 
Jesus ; He must be revealed in the heart by 
th^ Spirit. Even John the Baptist, though 
sent to prepare His way, did not know Him 
till expressly made known by the Spirit : * And 

♦ Matt, xviii. 20. 



156 SERMON XIV. 

John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 
descending like a dove, and it abode upon 
Him, and I knew Him not : but He that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit de- 
scending and remaining on Him, the same is 
He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
And I saw, and bare record that this is the 
Son of GoA' * And when John pointed Him 
out to all so plainly, ' Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world,' even 
then, as we have seen, not all who heard Him 
believed. There must be a work of grace in 
the heart, in order .that Christ may truly be 
known there. It is the office of the Holy Spirit 
to testify of Christ ; to take of the things of 
Christ, and show them unto us ; t and so show 
them, that we may not merely own them true, 
but feel and embrace them. Alas ! how many 
there are, who, so far from having experienced 
this work of the Spirit, do not even know their 
need of it ; content to pass a lifetime in care- 
lessness, or at the best in a round of cold and 
formal religious ordinances, without ever getting 
at the heart of religion, or seeking to come 
nearer to Christ than mere forms can bring 

* John, i. 32-34. t lb. xvi. 14. 



JESUS NOT KNOWN. 157 

them. And many more there are, who, though 
they do see some necessity for a deeper religion 
than this, yet have not learnt the only source 
of it in the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Never will any have spiritual religion, or 
obtain a true knowledge of Christ, by any 
other means. Till revealed to them by the 
Spirit, Christ will stand among them still as 
one whom they know not. 

This is not a point of small importance, — 
whether we know Christ or not. We must 
know Him, if we would be saved by Him. 
And further, without this knowledge, we 
cannot be happy even here. Where shall we 
find comfort in trouble, help in difficulty, 
strength in weakness, if we know not Christ ? 
What peace shall we enjoy, if we have not 
His peace? Who shall smooth the dying 
pillow of those, whose hearts are ignorant of 
Him? Ah! let Him not be as a stranger 
among those who bear His name. Let Him 
not merely stand among us, as it were, in His 
ordinances; but may He be known by us in 
our hearts. True, we are not worthy to do 
Him the smallest service, or even to come 
into His presence ; but our unworthiness is 
no bar to our coming, if we come feeling and 
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owning it. * Him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wise east out.' * WTien once we truly 
know Him through the Spirit, then all His 
character and ofEces, His goodness and grace, 
and even His very greatness itself, wiU bring 
comfort to our hearts ; and we shall rejoice in 
those words of St. John, ' And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth.* t 

• John, vi. 37. t lb. i 14. 
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THE SUFFERINGS OF CHEIST ; 

FORESEEN BY HIM, AND WITHOUT 

HUMAN SYMPATHY. 



Luke, xyhi. 31-34. — * Then He took unto Him the twelve, 
and said nnto them, Behold, we go np to Jernsalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son 
of man shall be accomplished. For He shall be deliyered 
nnto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully en- 
treated, and spitted on : and they shall scourge Him, and 
put Him to death : and the third day He shall rise again. 
And they understood none of these things : and this saying 
was hid from them, neither knew they the things which 
were spoken.' 

It is happy for us, that we do not know 
what is before us. If we could see before- 
hand all the sorrows and troubles that lie in 
our path, then they would come upon us all at 
once, as it were, and be more than we could 
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bear. In very mercy, God has ordered it 
otherwise. We know not what a day may 
bring forth ; we do not see our troubles till 
they arrive. Thus they come one by one, and 
we are strengthened to bear them. 

Again, the sympathy of others is a great 
comfort in trouble. Few are so much alone in 
the world, as to have none to pity them, to 
enter into their feelings, to feel for their grief, 
to take a kind interest in their fears and 
apprehensions. If there are no near relations 
at hand, at least some kind friends or neigh- 
bours will be foimd. And even if not, strangers 
are often raised up in the time of trouble, to 
show sympathy and kindness when least ex- 
pected. 

The man of sorrows had neither of these 
comforts. The text shows us, that He knew 
all that was coming upon Him ; and that, 
when He spoke to His nearest friends about it, 
they were so far from giving Him sympathy, 
that they could not even understand what He 
meant. Here then we have two distinct points 
in the sufferings of our Lord : He saw His 
sufferings beforehand ; and He had no human 
friend to sympathize with Him. We will 
consider these two points in their order. 
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1. He knew all His sufferings before- 
hand. 

Every word that the prophets had writteti 
about the sufferings of the Messiah was known 
to Jesus, and He was aware that all must be 
fulfilled in Him. His mind dwelt on this 
subject as He went up to Jerusalem, His 
thoughts were full of those ancient prophecies 
and their expected fulfilment. The time was 
jat hand. He was now on His way; to the very- 
place where all was to be done; a few days 
more, and He would be in the hands of His 
[enemies. 

And what were the things, that had been 
written by the propliets concerning the Son of 
man ? Time would fail to answer this question 
fully ; for even we can see, that, besides those 
prophecies which are quite plain, Christ and 
His sufferings are spoken of in many a passage, 
which seems at first sight to point to some 
other, person only. How much more then 
must have been in the thoughts of Him, who 
knew the full meaning of every part ! 

But there is one of the Psalms, which is so 
clear and precise, that no one can doubt that it 
is a prophecy about Christ. I mean the 22nd 
Psalm. Probably this very Psalm was in our 

M 
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another, forsaken by all. He saw Himself in 
the hands, first of the bitter Jews, then of the 
cruel soldiers. Already the crown of thorns 
seemed to press His forehead ; already He 
seemed to wear the purple robe, to be mocked, 
spit upon, and smitten ; already in thought He 
heard the cry * Crucify Him, Crucify Him ! ' — 
toiled under the weight of the cross, and felt 
the piercing of His hands and feet, and the 
long pain and weariness of that six hours' 
hanging on . the cross. And, worst of all, 
perhaps He had already the foretaste of that 
anguish of mind which wrung from His lips 
the cry, * My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?' 

2. Now, if, as He went towards Jerusalem 
full of such thoughts as these. He had been 
accompanied by those who knew all, and could 
enter into His feelings, share His natural fears, 
and sympathize with Him in the sad prospect, — 
however imable they might be to help Him, 
yet there would have been comfort in their 
sympathy. But even this comfort Jesus had 
not. When He told them, they could not 
understand Him. Plainly as He spoke, * they 
understood none of these things.' Once before. 
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when He spoke to them in Galilee on the same 
subject, they did seem to have some under- 
standing of His meaning, for we read that 
* they were exceeding sorry.' * But, whether 
that sorrow was only caught from His, or 
whether they had at that time some faint idea 
of His meaning, certain it is that now they had 
none. * They understood none of these things ; 
and this saying was hid from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken.' 
No ! He must bear it all alone. He must go 
along the way, surrounded in person, but alone 
in heart and feeling : with fears and sorrows 
pressing on Him, but not one near who could 
help Him to bear the burden, none to cheer, 
none to feel, none even to imderstand. Yes, 
there was One even then : yet not man, but 
God. Looking forward to a time when He 
should be even more alone. He said, 'And 
yet I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me.' 

Thus our Lord knew all that lay before Him 
at Jerusalem, and had to bear it all alone. Yet 
He went on. Though every step brought Him 
nearer to suffering and death. He turned not 
aside, nor slackened His pace. In the very same 

* Matt. xvii. 22, 23. 
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breath in which He spoke of His coming suffer- 
ings there, He said, * Behold we go up to Jeru- 
salem.' Why did He go, when He knew that 
suflPering and death awaited Him there P Why 
go to a place filled, as He knew, with His 
enemies P Why not change His purpose, and 
go back to Galilee, and again go about there 
doing good, or live in some place where He 
might be safe and loved P Because He 
would save sinners, though it must be by His 
own sufferings and death. He had undertaken 
the work of man's salvation, and nothing could 
make Him give it up. Love brought Him 
from heaven ; love led Him to take on Him the 
form of a servant, to become a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief, to submit to ill- 
treatment from the very race He came to save ; 
and the same love led Him to persevere to the 
end. He felt all the bitterness of the cup of 
suffering, — witness His agony and prayer in 
the garden, — ^yet He would not draw back; 
* Father ! ' He said, * if thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from me : nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine, be done.'* 

This man of sorrows was our Saviour. It 
was to save our souls, that He thus suffered and 

* Luke, zxii 42. 
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died ; it was tlie burden of our guilt, that He 
was bearing in the garden and on the cross. 
*He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him, and with His 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray, we have turned every one to his 
own way ; and the Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.' What are your feelings 
towards Him? Do you love Him, for His 
great love to you ? Have you given Him your 
heart? And does His love constrain you, 
giving a tone to your whole life, and in- 
fluencing you in all you do? 

It is for this, that He calls us to tread the 
same path which He trod before us, the path of 
suffering ; thus it is, that He would draw our 
hearts to Himself. It is not because He delights 
to pain us, that afflictions come, and friends are 
taken, and sorrow presses upon some so heavily, 
that this world becomes to them a very * vale of 
tears : ' but it is because He loves us, and would 
draw us to Himself, that in Him we may find 
life and peace. Shall we think it hard to be 
called to follow Him in the path of suffering ? 
Shall we murmur, because He who became for 
us ' a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,' 
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lays upon us, for our souls' good, some portion 
of sorrow too P 

Light are all our sufferings compared with 
His. He bore for our sake a far heavier weight 
than He will lay on us. And in our trouble 
He gives us comforts, which He Himself was 
content to be without. Oar troubles come 
upon us one by one ; His were all foreseen in 
one view. He had not one human friend near, 
who could help Him in the prospect by sym- 
pathy ; we have not to bear trouble all alone. 
True it is that circumstances differ, ' and that 
sometimes the very feeling of loneliness and 
friendlessness is itself the trouble. But gene- 
rally, we have those who share and sympathize 
in our sorrows. Often, the very same stroke 
that falls on one, falls equally on another, and 
thus makes a real fellowship in suffering. The 
husband's grief is the grief of the wife also : 
the affliction that befalls son or daughter, presses 
with equal heaviness on a loving parent. Even 
if the trouble itself be not shared, yet, in many 
cases, so true a sympathy is felt, that the com- 
fort to the sufferer is the same. Such warmth 
of kindness is shown, such active love is called 
forth, so many friendly feelings appear, so 
many soothing words are spoken, that part of 
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the burden seems thus removed. Few sufferers 
are quite without such sympathy. But grant that 
some are so ; that no kind friends are near ; 
that they live among strangers, coldhearted and 
indifferent ; that whatever sorrow comes to 
them, they must bear it alone ; and that this 
very loneliness of life and heart is to them a 
standing trouble. Yet there is one Friend 
always near, the Saviour Himself. He, who 
for our sake would be without a friend, will be 
a friend to us in every grief. In great things 
and in small ; in those sorer trials which come 
but seldom, and in the lesser trials of daily life ; 
in all that causes sorrow, depression, or fear ; 
Jesus our Saviour feels for us. He may be 
pleased to call us to walk along our path 
through life, unblest with much of human 
sympathy; but He Himself is with us. We 
may speak to Him freely of all things ; we may 
open to Him every grief and apprehension. 
He will understand them all, no secret feeling 
will be hidden from Him, He wiU know the 
things which we say. Even before we speak of 
them. He knows them all ; an^ so perfect is His 
sympathy, that His insight into our case is even 
deeper than our own. His feeling for us greater 
than even our own consciousness of suffering. 
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Let us love Him, who was content to bear so 
mucli for us. Let us give Him the first place in 
our hearts ; let us trust in Him, cleave to Him, 
live to HiuL And, if it please Him to lead us 
by a rough way, still let us remember who 
sends the trouble, and why. He sends it, who 
Himself suffered far more for our .sakes ; and 
He sends it in very love to our souls. He does 
but call us to tread in His steps ; to bear the 
cross, that we may wear the crown, to * suffer 
with Him, that we may be also glorified to- 
gether.'* 

* Bom. viii. 17. 



SERMON XVI. 



THE PATIENCE OF JOB, AND THE 
END OF THE LORD. 



Jam. t. 11. — * Behold, we count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Joh, and have seen the end 
of the Lord : that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender 
mercy.' 

There are many wlio would not agree with 
the Apostle, — *we count them happy which 
endure J ' No/ they would say, * we count 
them happy, with whom life goes smoothly ; 
who have no care, or trouble, or sickness, or 
sorrow ; such we consider happy people.' But 
would tids be a right judgment ? No ; far from 
it. It might be, if this life were all ; or if it 
were possible to go through life without trouble. 
But this life is not all, and ' man is bom unto 
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trouble as the sparks fly upwards.'* There is 
a life beyond the grave, and our troubles here 
have a great deal to do with our happiness 
there. Trouble is sure to come ; the question 
is, how we shall bear it. 

St. James does not say he counts them happy 
which have trouble, but them which endure it ; 
that is, endure or bear it with patience. This 
word * endure ' is in fact the very same word as 
the word * patience ' in the same verse, * the 
patience of Job.' Merely to have trouble is not 
a happy thing, but to be able by grace to bear 
it patiently, is. Many fret under trouble ; no 
lot, they think, is so hard as theirs ; they are 
not happy. The happiness is not in affliction 
itself, but in the way in which it is borne, and 
in the effects which it produces. A patient 
sufferer, bearing meekly, and still trusting in 
God, is the person here called happy. 

An instance of such a person is brought 
forward, the well-known instance of Job. He 
was a sufferer indeed. When the story of him 
begins, he was a rich and prosperous man, with 
a large family and great possessions, 'the 
greatest of all the men of the East.' But 
troubles came, one after another. God let them 

* Job, V. 7. 
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come, to try him. First the Sabeans fell upon 
his oxen and asses, and took' them away, and 
slew all the servants, save him who brought 
the news : next, his flocks with their shepherds 
(all but one) were killed by fire from heaven : 
then, the Chaldeans robbed him of all his camels, 
and slew all the keepers but one : and lastly, 
aU his seven sons, and, as it would seem, his 
three daughters too, were killed at once, by the 
fall of the house in which they were met to- 
gether. Thus, from a very rich man, Jobr was 
brought to poverty ; and of all his large family, 
not one was left. But even this was not all; 
Satan now got leave to afflict him yet further. 
His body was covered *with sore boils, from 
the sole of his foot unto his crown ; ' he sat 
down in misery among the ashes ; and so much 
altered was he in appearance, that his three 
friends, when they came, did not know him. 

Such were Job's sufferings. And how did he 
bear them P With patience ; though not with 
perfect patience. He was but a man, and no 
man is perfect. It is striking, to find persons 
singled out in Scripture for particular graces, 
yet mentioned also as failing in those very 
points. 'Faithful Abraham* was guilty of a 
want of faith, when he represented his wife as 
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But, you may say, surely it would have been 
happier for Job not to have suffered : to bear 
with patience, may be happier than to fret ; but 
not to have to bear at all, must be happier 
still. Now, without going further into Job's 
history at present, I do not hesitate to say, 
that notwithstanding loss and pain, he was a 
gainer by what he endured. Do you ask how ? 
Because he learnt so much of God in his aflBic- 
tion. Probably he learnt more during that 
time than in all his life before ; enjoyed closer 
communion with God, had a clearer insight 
into His dealings, experienced more of His 
goodness, was more deeply humbled, and had 
his faith more strengthened : it was a time of 
great good to his souL And was not this a 
blessing? There is no blessing so great, as 
that our sonh should prosper. Come by what 
means it may, — by trouble, loss, or pain — the 
blessing makes up for all ; we are gainers and 
not losers ; we are happy which endure. God 
very often uses such means to do us good ; 
chastising us as a Father, pruning us as a 
vine-dresser, trying us as silver is tried. Let 
us not think at such times that He deals 
hardly with us. He is but teaching us in the 
same school in which He taught Job. He is 
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doing us good, though in His own way. 
Wisdom and love guide His hand, even when 
it is directed against our dearest delights. 

Thus far of * the patience of Job/ But the 
Apostle reminds us also of something else — 
'the end of the Lord.' What does this 
mean ? Plainly, the end which God gave to 
the sufferings of Job. As though it were said, 
'Ye have heard how patiently Job bore his 
sufferings, and what a happy end God gave 
to them, showing how full of mercy and pity 
He is.' Now what was ' the end of the Lord ' 
in Job's case ? We read as follows : * And 
the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when 
he prayed for his friends : also the Lord gave 
Job twice as much as he had before.' We find 
his friends coming with presents, his cattle 
twice as many as they had been before, seven 
sons and three daughters bom to him to make 
up for those he had lost ; and we read that he 
lived after this * an hundred and forty years, 
and saw his sons and his sons' sons, even four 
generations,' and at length * died, being old 
and full of days.' Thus it was that * the Lord 
blessed the latter end of Job more than the 
beginning.'* 

♦ Job, xlii. 10-17. 

2^ 
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I was once visiting tlie sick-bed of a miser- 
able old man, an unbeliever, and a scoffer at 
the Scriptures. He was quite uneducated, not 
able even to read, but naturally shrewd and 
clever. He kept a beer-shop; and, from the 
company that frequented the house, had picked 
up a good deal of information on various sub- 
jects ; and, among other things, he had gained 
some knowledge of the Bible, — alas ! only to 
disbelieve and scofE. One day when I was 
visiting him, he brought forward this argu- 
ment against the Scriptures : * Why,' said he, 
* they make God reward one of His most 
faithful servants, by sending him all the 
misfortunes you can think of ; his goods were 
stolen, and his servants killed, his children all 
died in one day, and he himself was covered 
with boils from head to foot.' * Well,' I 
replied, * but do you know the end of that 
story?' 'End?' he said, 'no, I never heard 
any more than what I say.' ' Then I will tell 
you the end,' I said. And I did tell him the 
end, just as it is written in the Bible. He had 
not a word to say. It was all new to him. 
And he owned afterwards, that that objection 
at least was groundless; and that the Lord 
had been to Job, not hard and cruel as he had 
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supposed, but 'very pitiful and of tender 
mercy/ I thouglit it a striking instance of 
the ignorance of those who set themselves 
against the Word of God. 

Yes ! the Lord was indeed ' very pitiful and 
of tender mercy ' to Job. But not only when 
He restored to him health, and goods, and 
children. He was just the same, when He 
took them all away. In all Job's trials, the 
Lord's eye was over him for good; all was 
working together for a happy end. The bless- 
ing could be seen in the end ; but it had been 
with him all along. 

Thus it is with all the servants of God. 
Even in their sharpest trials, the Lord is ' very 
pitiful and of tender mercy.' It is not in anger 
but in love, that He deals with them thus ; 
and He pities the very sorrows which He sees 
good to send. * Whom the Lord hveth He 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth.'* Oh that the eye of faith were as 
bright as, the eye of sense ! Oh that we could 
look through all losses and trials, and see above 
them all the same unchanging God, still loving 
us, still doing all things well, still ordering all 
in infinite wisdom and mercy, and sure to make 

* Heb. xii. 6. 
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all 'Work together for our good ! It was a 
great triumph of faith, to say in the very midst 
of affliction, * Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust in Him."* 

The other part of Job's experience, the happy 
end, does also apply to God's servants in general, 
though not always in the same way. * The end 
of the Lord,' the end which He gives to their 
troubles, is such as to display His compassion 
and mercy. Not that He always restores the 
very thing He has taken away. The bereaved 
parent does not recover that precious child, 
which God* first gave, and then early took 
away ; the lost fortune perhaps is not regained ; 
nor the diseased body restored to health. But 
God has many ways of blessing. When He 
takes away one thing, He can make up for it 
by another. And often, even in this life. He 
sends to the afflicted new comforts and blessings, 
diflferent, it is true, from those lost, but as good 
or better. 

But even suppose it is not so, and that trials 

continue to the end ; yet that end is not reaUy 

the end: for after the end comes eternity. 

. Taken in its highest meaning, ' the end of the 

Lord,' the end which He gives to the afflictions 

* Job, xiii. 15. 
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of His people, is to place them where trials are 
unknown, and where they wiU enjoy for ever, 
and without fear of change, blessings far greater 
than ever Job had on earth, before or after his 
trials. In short, the true ' end of the Lord ' 
to His suffering servants is Heaven. There, 
all the pain of past afflictions will be forgotten ; 
and, in the enjoyment of *an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory,' the * light affliction,' 
which was but for a moment, will be entirely 
lost.* Ah ! if your trials be sometimes hard 
to bear, and troubles come thick upon troubles, 
as the messengers of evil tidings came to Job, — 
think of * the end of the Lord.' Every mo- 
ment brings it nearer; the trials that now 
press so heavily will be neither heavier nor 
longer than necessary ; God will support and 
strengthen you ; — and at length His end will 
come, the good and happy end, which nothing 
can put off one moment beyond His appointed 
time, and which will be better to you than 
your fondest hopes could paint. Only, let not 
your faith fail ; rest in Christ Jesus ; let patience 
have her perfect work ; and you will see at last, 
how gracious the Lord has been to you in all 
His dealings. 

* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Such, is the comfort, whidi the afflicted 
servant of God may draw from the text. For 
we gather the character of those to whom these 
words of St. James were addressed, from the 
7th and 8th verses: they were suffering be- 
lievers, waiting for the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. To such, and to such only, does the 
text apply in the way of comfort : not to the 
ungodly, whether in affliction or prosperity. 
To them it seems rather to carry a solemn 
warning. 

How sad is your case when trouble comes ! 
Afflicted, yet not among those whom the 
Apostle would count happy, because not en- 
during aright. You have not yet carried your 
greatest burden of all, your sinSy to Christ, and 
sought deliverance through His blood ; you 
have not tried to cast your present burdens, 
whatever they may be, upon the Lord, believing 
that He careth for you ; you are not bearing 
what He has laid upon you, in the spirit of a 
child submitting to a Father's will ; not asking 
for grace from above, not seeking comfort 
where alone it can be found. You have a great 
change to undergo, ere you can take to your- 
selves the comfort of such a text as this : you 
have to seek reconciliation with God through 
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Jesus Christ. Do not deceive yourselves with 
the notion, that, because you suffer here, you 
mmt be happy hereafter. If you would have, 
like Job, a happy end, you must like him 
abhor yourself, and repent in dust and ashes, 
and betake yourselves to the Saviour of sinners. 
Then you will find that the Lord is indeed 
' very pitiful aad of tender mercy ; ' for He will 
receive you graciously, forgive you all the past, 
give you comfort in trouble, and admit you to 
share at last the happy end of the righteous. 

But are you without trouble ? Do not think 
yourselves happy on that account, if not at 
peace with God. Think of those words, * the 
end of the Lord.' The Lord will put an end to 
the prosperity of the ungodly, as well as to the 
trials of the righteous. Yes, 'the end of all 
things is at hand ;'* the point, beyond which 
God will not bear with hardness of heart, care- 
lessness, or indecision ; the end of prosperity, 
the end of calls, the end of warnings, the end 
of all things temporal, and the beginning of 
eternity. Will you remain undecided still ? 
Will you run the risk of waiting too longp 
Happy is it, that the Lord is * very pitiful and 
of tender mercy,' even to the worst ; and that 

* 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
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even now it is a day of grace, in which all who 
seek mercy in Christ may find it. But it will 
not be so always. * When once the master of 
the house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door/ * then, no more mercy or grace for those 
who shall be found impenitent ; nothing but a 
place of suffering, compared with which Job's 
utmost misery was happiness ; a place without 
patience, without hope, without end. Oh ! run 
not so fearful a risk. Lay not up for your- 
selves bitter and endless remorse. But * seek 
ye the Lord while He may be found, caU ye 
upon Him while He is near ; ' t and make 
sure of having the Lord Jesus, in all trouble, 
* as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest, a^ rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.' J 

* Luke, xiii. 25. f Isa. Iv. 6. t lb. xxxii. 2. 
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THE WAITING TIME. 



Acts, i. 10, 11. — * And while they looked stedfastly to- 
ward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel ; which also said. Ye men of Glalilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven.' 

These heavenly messengers did not mean to 
blame the Apostles, as though they did wrong 
in thus gazing after their departed Lord. 
Could they do otherwise than follow Him with 
their eyes as He went up P Could their eyes 
and their thoughts be bent earthwards, while 
He went heavenwards? Was it not natural 
and right, that, even when the cloud had re- 
ceived Him out of their sight, they should still 
stand with their eyes fixed on the spot, where . 
that beloved form had last been seen P They 
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are not blamed for gazing after. Him, but only 
reminded that they must not gaze as if He were 
gone for ever, or be forgetful of His promises 
and His work : ' This same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like maimer as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven/ Their eyes had seen Him go ; so 
surely should they see Him come again : but 
not yet ; there was a space of time, longer or 
shorter, to be passed meanwhile. The very 
mention of His coining again might well re- 
call to their minds, how He himself had told 
them to employ this interval, ' Watch and 
pray ; ' * ' Occupy till I come ; ' f ' Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.' J Never must they lose sight of the 
bright hope that lay before them, never forget 
the work that was given them to do. 

It is so with us also. We look back upon our 
Lord's going ; we look forward to His coming ; 
and this very life which we are now passing, is 
the space between. We are not left in ignorance 
how to spend it. He has given ' to every man 
his work,'§ and told us plainly how to think 
and act in His absence. 

* Mark, xiii. 33. f Luke, zix. 13. 

X Mai'k, xvi. 15. § Matt. xiii. 34. 
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It has been a long absence. Tbe intervals 
between tbe other great events concerning our 
Lord were but short : little more than thirty- 
years passed between His birth and His death, 
there were but three days between His death 
and resurrection, and after forty days more He 
ascended : but eighteen hundred years and 
more have rolled away since His ascension, and 
still have those words to be fulfilled, ' This same 
Jesus .... shall so come in like manner, as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven.' Yet He will 
come. 'Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but His words shall not pass away.'* On 
that day of which no man knoweth,t but 
winch i8 fixed already in the counsels of God, 
* The Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God.' J And, in one 
most important sense, He does already come to 
us, one by one, as death calls each person 
hence : with that person the interval is ended. 

How then is this interval to be spent P 

1. In looking up into heaven. Our Lord is 
there, our treasure is there, our home is there ; 

* Matt. xxiv. 36. t lb. v. 36. 

X 1 Thess. iv. 16. 
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and there should our hearts be too.* We must 
follow our Lord thither in thought, and seek to 
dwell with Him by spiritual communion. Our 
affections should be set ' on things above, not 
on things on the earth ;' f ^nd our temper and 
disposition should prove, where our thoughts 
chiefly are. Christ is our High Priest above : 
He has entered within the veil on our behalf ; 
as our Mediator, Intercessor, and Forerunner. 
There He lives to make intercession for ns, 
there He' pleads our cause, there He is our 
Saviour still. Never does He forget or over- 
look us : never for one moment, since the cloud 
received Him, has His eye been off His Church. ; 
and the humblest member of it shares in this 
watchful love. Let us look up to Him there ! 
With such a Friend, why should we ever feel 
friendless? What good thing can we want, 
while Jesus appears in the presence of God for 
us, X — a risen, living Saviour ; gone to prepare 
a place for us ; loving us, watching over us, 
helping us, — and engaged to do so till the time 
come, when He will take us to Himself ? In 
this respect, we should be more like the men of 
Galilee than we are, and be often gazing up 
into heaven with the eye of faith. 

♦ Matt. vi. 21. t Col. iii. 2. J Heb. ix. 24. 
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2. But, like them, we must not look up only. 
While we look up to heaven as the place where 
Christ is, we must also look down on earth, as 
the place where our work for Him lies. Most 
people err in looking down too much, and up 
too little : but some perhaps, whose minds are 
truly spiritual, regard earthly duties too little. 
So earnestly do they desire * to depart and to be 
with Christ,' * that they too much think of this 
present life as nothing but a weary space lying 
between them and their desires. This also is a 
fault ; for our Lord has given * to every man 
his work,' and in that work expects to see him 
engaged. Does not our work lie all around us ? 
Can any one say with truth, ' There is nothing 
for me to do for Christ ?' Rather, can we turn 
our eyes in any direction, far or near, and not 
see His work spread out before our view ? And, 
further, has not each Christian his own peculiar 
sphere ? Is there not for every servant, some 
work which he^ more than all others, seems 
called to do, and which, if left imdone by 
him, may not be done at all P This earth is 
our working-field for Christ, and this life our 
working- time. Each of us has his own ground, 
and his own time. None must be idle ; none 

♦ Phil. i. 23. 
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must shut his eyes to his work ; none must covet 
another's task, and neglect his own.* Let each 
take the task his Master has set him, and love it 
for his Master's sake; and, humble as the sphere 
may be, and different the work from what he 
would have chosen for himself, let the servant 
hear his Lord saying to him about that very 
work, * Occupy till I come.' 

3. Again, in one sense, we ought to look 
hack. Not like one who, having put his hand 
to the plough,* looks back with regret on what 
he has left ; nor in such a way as to go against 
St. Paul's rule of ' forgetting those things which 
are behind,' and pressing forward towards the 
mark.-f" In these senses we are not to look back. 
But we should look back on our lost estate by 
nature, and on our redemption by Christ, in 
order that we may never forget that we ' are 
bought with a price.' % All that we once were, 
— our thoughtlessness, vanity, and self-will ; 
our wasted years, our misused talents, neglected 
opportunities; all this we should look back 
upon, that we may magnify the riches of God's 
forbearance, long-suffering, and grace. And 

♦ Luke, ix. 62. t Phil. iii. 13, 14. 

X 1 Cor. Ti. 20. 
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all that our Saviour did for us, — His life, suf- 
ferings, death, resurrection and ascension — 
these too we should look back upon, that faith 
and love may be kindled afresh in our hearts. 

4. Nor must we fail to look within. In vain 
shall we look up to heaven, and down to earth, 
and back to the past, if we do not look also into 
our own hearts. It is to be feared, that, amid 
the bustle of the world, and especially in these 
stirring times, there is much neglect among 
Christians of thoughtful retirement and self- 
examination. Yet, time thus spent is not hst 
Far from it. The lamp will not bum brightly 
in public, imless often filled in private; the 
active and zealous Christian will not work really 
well, if he neglect communion with his own 
heart and with God. * Commune with your 
own heart upon your bed, and be still,' * is as 
much the word of God, as ' Occupy till I come.' 
Neither must be neglected for the other, but 
each observed in its place. The tradesman who 
should neglect to examine from time to time the 
state of his business, would be likely soon to 
find his afiairs in a bad state. And it is just 
so with our souls : we cannot know their state 

* Ps. iv. 4. 
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without often looking within; we cannot be 
aware of our faults, our snares, our dangers, 
and our wants, unless we keep up the habit of 
faithful self-examination. 

5. Once more, we must look forward, A 
miserable infidel once said in the prospect of 
death, * I am going to take a leap in the dark.' 
And the sinful and worldly, though not pro- 
fessed unbelievers, have a prospect little less 
gloomy and uncertain. They have no solid 
ground on which to stand, no clear belief, no 
scriptural hope ; in a word, they have no 
Saviour, made their own by faith : and without 
a Saviour, how can they look forward in peace ? 
Far different is it wi^h the Christian. It does 
not make him unhappy, to find strength failing 
and powers declining. Even though animal 
spirits may flag, and natural cheerfulness be 
not equal to what it was in younger days, yet 
he has inward peace, because he can look for- 
ward in faith, and see before him a bright and 
sure prospect. His lot may be a troubled one, 
yet even trouble does but teach him that this 
is not his rest. The more trouble he meets 
with in life, the more is his heart drawn to 
that life to come, where trouble will be no more. 
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There is liis home ; here he is but a stranger 
and pilgrim. 

How cheering to all true disciples, in every 
age, are the angels' words, * This same Jesus. . , 
shall so come, in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven ! ' Jesus will come again ; 
'this same Jesus;' the merciful and loving 
Saviour ; Jesus, who went ' about doing good, 
who was crucified, who rose again, and went 
up into heaven ; Jesus, the object of their faith, 
the source and centre of all their hopes, on whose 
past history they have so often dwelt, on whose 
grace and mediation they have constantly relied, 
whom having not seen they love,* — * this same 
Jesus ' will come again, and receive them unto 
Himself, that where He is, there they may be 
also. When He will come, they know not, nor 
how : it may be that they will live to see Him 
appear ' in the clouds of heaven, with power 
and great glory ; ' or it may be, that they will 
long lie wasting on a sick bed, and that in the 
stillness and sadness of that darkened room, 
Jesus will come to them by death. But they 
know He mil come ; and they rejoice in the 
thought. For, come when or how He may, 
He will come to take them to Himself; and 

• 1 Pet. i. 8. 

(> 



194 SERMON XVll. 

thenceforth it will be their happy portion to be 
* at home with the Lord,' for ever with Him 
whom they love best, safe under His care, 
happy in His smile, blest with His perfect ap- 
probation. Whatever now causes them trouble 
or pain, will have * no place there ; and what 
now makes them happiest, they will have 
there in perfection; on all those who love 
His appearing shall be bestowed a crown of 
righteousness, and the fulness of joy for 
evermore. 

How strange, that even believers should need 
to be continually reminded to turn their eyes 
this way ! That the very heirs of such an in- 
heritance should often let the attractions or the 
troubles of the way fill* their minds, instead 
of so bright an end! What would be our 
answer, if suddenly asked, ' Have you thought 
of heaven to-day ? Has the coming of the 
Lord been this day in your thoughts ? Have 
you been looking forward ?' Let us not forget 
that it is one chief mark of Christ's true dis- 
ciples that they are waiting and watching for 
Him, and that they love His appearing. Christ 
says, * Surely, I come quickly ; ' and the answer 
of their hearts is, 'Even so, come. Lord Jesus!' * 

♦ Rev. xxii. 20. 
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Thus have we seen, in some few particulars, 
how this interval should be passed by us. We 
should look upwards by faith, to see our Lord ; 
downwards on earth, to find our work ; hack on 
our own ruin, and the redemption of Christ; 
tvithin, to know our hearts; and forward, to 
heaven and home. If we did indeed thus wait 
for our Lord, we should be Christians of a far 
different stamp from that of most who bear the 
name : spiritually minded, yet practical ; dili- 
gent and conscientious, yet resting all on Christ ; 
the busiest about His work on earth, and yet 
the most intent upon His coming in glory. 
Ages have passed since the angels' words were 
spoken ; and long since has the promise, in one 
sense, been made good to those early disciples. 
For though they have yet to see the Lord Jesus 
come in like manner as they saw Him go, — 
still, as the appointed work of each was finished, 
their Master came to them by death, and took 
them to rest. Meanwhile theirs was no quiet 
waiting- time. Peace indeed they did enjoy, 
inward peace, theij* Saviour's parting gift ; but 
they had war without: all of them endured 
hardness, and most died the martvr's death. 
But now they are at rest with God : and, when 
our Lord shall come, * even so them also which 
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sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him.' * 
May we also, through grace, be faithful unto 
death ; waiting for our Lord's return, with our 
loins girded, and our lamps burning ! ' Blessed 
are those servants, whom the Lord, when He 
cometh, shall find watching.' -}" 

* 1 Thess^ iv. 14. f Luke, xii 37. 
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CASTING CARE UPON GOD. 



1 Pet. v. 7. — * Casting all your care npon Him, for He 

careth for you,* 

How many tliings arise to make us careful and 
troubled ! How often is the heart heavy, 
through the fear of coming evil ! How com- 
mon is an anxious state of mind ! But is this 
right ? Ought a Christian to be thus anxious ? 
There are several texts which show us very 
plainly that he ought not. St. Paul writes to 
the Philippians, *Be careful [or anxious] for 
nothing.' * Our Lord taught the same lesson 
when He said, * And seek not ye what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink ; neither be ye of 
doubtful mind ; ' or, as the margin has it, * live 

♦ PhU. iv. 6. 
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not in careful suspense. ' * But there is no text 
whicli is stronger against anxiety than our pre- 
sent one, because it not only forbids it, but tells 
us what to do with our cares when they arise, 
and why ; * Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you.' 

Anxiety therefore is not right. We need not, 
and we ought not to, be anxious. It shows a 
doubtful mind, and a will only partly .conformed 
to the will of God It is not easy indeed to 
overcome it, especially to such as are naturally 
of an anxious, turn ; but such should be the 
Christian's aim ; and there, is no greater help 
against anxiety, than to try to cast our care 
upon God. 

There are two parts here ; the exhortation, 
and the motive. We wiU take the latter first. 

1. * He careth for you : ' this is given as the 
reason or motive for casting all our care upon 
God. 

How pleasant it is, to know this of a human 
friend! What a comfort, when we are in 
trouble, to go and tell it to one who cares for 
us, and feels for us, and takes a kind interest 
in our concerns ! Such a friend is a friend 

* Luke, zii. 29. 
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indeed. Often have we goiie to such an one 
sad and downcast, and come away cheered and 
comforted. Yet perhaps he gave us no help, 
for he could give none ; our trouble was beyond 
his reach, he could do nothing for us. What 
was it then, that made us come away comforted ? 
We saw that he cared for us ; he took our 
trouble in part upon himself ; his look of feeling, 
his tearful eye, his gentle voice, and kind words, 
did us good ; we did cast part of our care upon 
him, and were relieved. 

We have a friend in heaven, who cares for 
us far more than any earthly friend does ; God 
cares for us* He knows every grief and fear 
of ours before we tell Him, and feels for us in 
all. He takes a kind interest in all that concerns 
us. Nothing that happens to us is a matter of 
indifference to this kind Friend. The pecu- 
liarities of our situation, the things which no 
himian friend knows, our secret fears and mis- 
givings, the little things as well as the great, — 
He knows and cares for them all. Nothing is 
too small, or too common, or too trifling (as 
some would call it), to escape His notice and 
care, if only it concern our comfort or good. 

The thing that comes nearest to this, is the 
watchful care of a parent. How a fond mother 
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notices every look of her child ! How quickly 
she perceives if anything is amiss ! How ready 
she is to hear the tale of trouble, to comfort, 
and to help ! But God's love is greater than 
even a mother's. *Can a woman iarget .her 
sucking child, that she should not have compas- 
sion on the son of her womb ? Tea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee.'* A mother's 
love is not perfect, but God's is ; her care, even 
for her own child, may be wearied and worn out, 
but God's never can be. * He careth for you/ 
At all times, in all places, under all circum- 
stances. When earthly friends have ceased to 
care, God cares for you still. Every day, and 
every moment. His watchful care is over you. 
He never forgets or overlooks. More than the 
dearest friend you have, more even than a 
mother for her child, God careth for vou. 

Consider who it is, that thus cares for you. I 
spoke of the comfort of finding a friend to care 
for us, though he may not be able to help us. 
But this does not apply to God; for He can 
help us. He is the Almighty, Eternal God; 
who made all things and orders all things. His 
power is infinite. There is nothing He caimot 
do. Everything that happens is ordered or 

* Isa. xlix. 15. 
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controlled^ by Him. He made the world, He 
said, * Let there be light : and there was light.'* 
And still, He has but to say the word, and light 
appears in the midst of the darkest trouble, and 
the poor are lifted up, and difficulties are 
removed, and the most unlikely things are 
brought to pass. How wonderful, that the 
great God, to whom angels in heaven bow 
down, should condescend to care for U8 ! How 
wonderful, and how comforting! What can 
harm us, if He care for us P What have we to 
fear, if He be on our side ? With an aU-seeing 
eye ever over us, and an Almighty arm around 
us, why should an anxious thought ever find 
place in our minds ? 

Christians ! believe these simple words, * He 
careth for you.' Take them as simply and as 
fully as they are written. They are God's words, 
and God's words to you. Do not doubt them. 
Why should you ? If an earthly friend were 
to tell you he cared for you, and were to give 
you besides many proofs of his care, you would 
readily believe him. And will you not believe 
God, who has told you so plainly that He cares 
for you, and shows you so every day ? Oh ! 
take home to your hearts, without a doubt or 

* Gen. i. 3. 
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fear the comforting assurance, ' He careth for 
you/ 

2. And now we come to the exhortation 
that springs from this, * Casting all your care 
upon Him, for He careth for you.' I have 
called it an exhortation, but it is also an invita- 
tion, a kind and gracious invitation. God allows 
us, invites us, and exhorts us, to cast all our 
care upon Him ; and gives us this reason, that 
He careth for us. 

How large and free is this invitation ! * Cast- 
ing all your care upon Him.' The kindest 
friend on earth would hardly invite us thus. 
Already God has invited us to cast aU our sins 
on Jesus Christ, who bore them in His own 
body on the tree; and now He invites us to 
cast our cares upon Him. Sins and cares, 
— we may follow the same plan with them 
both, the only plan that can give us rest from 
either. There is no peace from guilt, except in 
casting the burden in faith on the Lord Jesus ; 
there is no rest from care, save in casting it all 
upon God, believing His word. 

Let us mark that word, all When Hezekiah^ 
in his fear and trouble, went up to the House of 
God, he did not merely read an extract from 
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the letter of the king of Assyria, but * spread it 
before the Lord.'* So we are invited to spread 
our troubles before the Lord ; to keep nothing 
back ; to open to Him our most secret thoughts, 
even those thoughts and fears which we have 
never owned to a fellow-creature, and hardly 
to ourselves : not ashamed, because the reason 
of our anxiety seems trifling, or because a hxmian 
friend might blame us for groundless fears ; but 
opening all before God, — our private feelings, 
our petty troubles, and even our groundless 
fears, — assured that He will, not despise or 
disregard them, because He careth for us. 

But we are to do more than merely tell our 
cares to God ; we are invited to cast them upon 
Him. Now, we cannot cast a thing on atiother, 
and yet keep it ourselves. God means by this 
invitation to rid us of our anxiety. He is will- 
ing, not only (which is all an earthly friend 
can do) to sympathize with us, but to relieve 
us. Our Saviour taught us this when He said, 
* Therefore take no thought [or, have no 
anxiety] saying. What shall we eat ? or. What 
shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?. . . . for your heavenly Father knoweth 

* 2 Kings, xix. 14. 
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that ye have need of all these things.'* We 
are to put off all anxiety, trusting to the know- 
ledge, power, and love of God ; and thus to east 
all our care upon Him. 

Do you say. This would be presumptuous? 
Nay, not so, when God invites. It cannot be 
presumption, to believe what God says, to accept 
His invitation, to do what He bids : and He has 
said, ' Casting all your care upon Him, for He 
careth for you.' 

Or do you say. It would be useless ? Consider 
again who invites you. ' Is anything too hard 
for the Lord ?' t Has He not all things under 
His control, — all things, all circimistances, all 
hearts ? Can He not * save by many, or by 
few ?'+ Can He not bring good out of evil ? 
And has He not promised, that all things shall 
work together for good to them that love Him ?§ 
You are not to enquire how He will relieve you, 
— ^by what means, or at what time. You are 
not to seek to know this, or you will not be cast- 
ing all your care upon God. Leave that to 
Him. Enough for you, that He hath said: 
*and shall He not do it?'|| 

♦ Matt. vi. 31, 32. f Gen. XTiii. 14. t 1 Sam. xiv. 6. 
§ Bom. yiii. 28. |] Num. xxiii. 19. 



CASTING CARE UPON GOD. 205 

Alas ! how far below their privilege do the 
children of God live ! How many an anxious 
face betrays, that all the care is not cast upon 
God ! Poor weak human nature ; how it clings 
to its own troubles ! How hard a thing is this, 
that seems so easy and so comfortable, — to cast 
our care upon God ! What is wanting P More 
faith, A real and simple belief of God's word, 
and a firm trust in it. The prayer of the 
anxious ought to be, 'Increase our faith!'* 
An excellent man wrote as follows, in a letter to 
a friend, * Then put everything into God's hands 
every moment. Cast every care upon Him, and 
say, — " There ! that is disposed of " — and repeat 
it, till you are satisfied it is true. For it will 
return again and again. If you are determined 
to believe, — depend on it, unbelief will make it 
sufficiently troublesome to you. But endeavour 
to empty the mind, — to relieve, to unburden, the 
mind, as often as ever it is loaded and cramped 
with anything. And having exerted this act of 
faith, stretch out the limbs of your soul, and 
feel that you are at rest. Look to the covenant, 
and see that the Lord hath provided bountifully 
for all possible wants ; and take the comfort of 
it. Then your posture will be rest, and your 

* Luke, xvii. 5. 



206 SERMON XVIII. 

pillow easy : and every time this exertion of 
faith is made, the rest will be more conscious, 
and the repose longer, till it comes to be as 
complete and habitual as in the present state is 
attainable.' * 

But if even believers in general lose much 
comfort through the weakness of their faith, and 
carry many a care about with them which they 
might freely cast upon God, — what do the un- 
godly do in anxiety and trouble ? What rock 
have they to flee to, what friend to whom they 
may open all their sorrows, what inward spring 
of peace and comfort ? Alas, none. As long 
as prosperity lasts, they may enjoy a sort of 
peace (though false and hollow at the best) 
without God; but when the day of trouble 
comes, and things look dark around them, and 
anxious thoughts arise, then they feel a need 
which the world cannot supply. 

Do any such hear or read these words ? Let 
me apply them to you. What refuge have you 
against the day of trouble? Where do you 
seek comfort, when cares press on you ? Cares 
and troubles will come, though you may be 
free from them now. Would it not be well, to 

* Correspondence of Rev, J, T. Nottidge, p. 110. 
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have a friend ready P Such a friend is God ; 
an unfailing, untiring friend ; a friend at all 
times, but most so in time of trouble, because 
then most wanted ; a Friend, a Father, a 
Saviour, a Comforter ; and willing to be all 
this to every one who will seek Him in truth. 
Will you not seek Him ? 

There is one trouble which you have, the 
greatest of all, though it may cause you Kttle 
uneasiness now, — your sins. As long as they 
are unforgiven, they ought to make you anx- 
ious, more anxious than any other thing what- 
ever : yet perhaps you have no anxiety at 
all on this score. But remember, it will not 
always be so. The great day of judgment is 
coming. Oh ! what a day of trouble and fear 
will that be to the impardoned ! What a weight 
of care will then rest upon them ! How anxious, 
how downcast, how terrified, will they be ! But 
even this care you are invited now to cast upon 
God. Jesus Christ bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree ; He will take all your guilt 
away, if you seek Him now. Noir, — I repeat 
the word. Not then, but now, Now is the 
accepted time ; then it will be too late. Lay 
this seriously to heart ; and consider, that even 
now God, in His great mercy and forbearance, 
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* careth for you/ and calls you by His grace, 
and is perfectly willing to forgive and accept 
you for Christ's sake, and to be your friend for 
ever. Is this a thing to be passed unheeded 
by? 



SERMON XIX. 



THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 

A SERMON FOR AUTUMN. 



IsA. Lxiv. 6 (part). — * We all do fade as a leaf.' 

The change of seasons has again brought us to 
the fall of the leaf. It seems but lately that we 
were watching the opening buds of spring, and 
seeing the trees gradually become clothed. 
But since then, summer has come and gone, 
harvest is over, and autumn will soon give place 
to winter. The trees are again losing their 
leaves ; some are already bare, and the rest are 
fast thinning. Every day makes a change, every 
night strews the paths afresh, every wind that 
blows scatters more leaves. 

This does not surprise us ; we know it must 
be so. Every one expects the leaf to fall at this 

p 
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season. We are sure beforehand, because it 
always has been so, that the woods will first get 
brown, and then begin to shed their leaves, and 
at length become bare. Some kinds of trees 
sooner and some later, but all in time. I do not 
here speak of evergreens ; because, though they 
too shed their leaves, yet in them we do not 
notice it, from their not losing them all at one 
season like other trees. 

The prophet here likens us to the fading 
leaf ; * We all do fade as a leaf.' Just as the 
leaf changes its colour, fades, withers, and falls, 
so man loses his strength and dies. His season 
is not in general so short as that of the leaf; 
man's life is his year ; yet that life is longer 
or shorter, just as some leaves fall early and 
some late. But the life of man does come to 
a close sooner or later, and then is his fall of 
the leaf. It must be so. It cannot be altered. 
It ought to be no surprise. The death of mao 
is as much God's law as the fall of the leaf. 

* We all do fade as a leaf.' Mark that word, 
all. Most rules have their exceptions ; this 
has none. All, 'v^dthout exception, do thus 
fade and die. We look at a wood, now half 
leafless, and we feel sure that every leaf that is 
left must fall. Even should a stray leaf, here 
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and there, stand winter's frosts and storms, 
and hang on till next spring, still it must fall 
at last. So it is with mankind ; all must die. 
And though some are strong, and live to a 
great age, and see their friends drop off, and 
live on stiU, yet at length their time will come 
too. They may outlive their generation ; they 
cannot outlive their appointed time. They 
may enjoy ' a green old age,' but they must 
wither and fall at last. ' We all do fade as a 
leaf.' 

We all, — ^mark also that word, * JFe.' It is 
not, Thep all, but We all. This brings the matter 
home to us ; thus the text applies itself. It is 
very important to notice this ; for some, when 
they meet with such a text as this, seem to 
read it, * Thet/ all ; all but I ;' applying the 
words to all but themselves. And they read 
the course of God's providential dealings just 
as they read His word. They see others fall on 
this side and on that ; they think and speak of 
friends and neighbours as sure to die. When 
they see the infirmities of age creeping on 
one, ' Ah ! ' cry they, * his time is drawing to a 
close.' But they do not consider their o^^ti 
failing strength, or dim sight, or dulness of 
hearing. They even look perhaps at the young 
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and healthy, and think that they, too, must die 
some day ; but they have no such thoughts 
about themselves. Some will even calculate 
on the death of another, and consider what 
change for better or worse it will make to 
them, forgetting that tJiey must die too, and 
may die first. — ^But the text says^ * We all ;' 
and thus we ought to read it. We are not 
mere lookers-on, watching others die, as we 
watch the falling leaf. We are as sure to die 
as they are, and God only knows whose time 
will come first. 

*We all do fade,' might perhaps be read, 
*We all are fading,* Certainly it is true of 
many, that their fading time has begun already. 
It is a common expression for those who have 
passed middle age, '.They have beguQ to go 
downhill ;' and this is much the same as to 
say, ' They have begun to fade.' Even the 
leaf is generally long in fading ; it loses its 
green, and begins to wither, some time before 
it f aUs ; but we know what wiU follow, when 
once we see it begin to turn brown. Thus 
there is generally a fading time with men 
before they fall. As years creep on, they find 
themselves not so active or strong as they used 
to be, they are sooner tired, sight and hearing 
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are not what they were. What does this 
mean, but that they are fading? And what 
does it foreshow, but that in no long time 
they will fall ? Alas ! all do not imderstand 
it so. They read the leaves better than they 
read themselves. * If I could but get rid of 
my cough,' says one old man, * I should soon 
be better.' ' If it weren't for this stiffness in 
my limbs,' says another, 'there wouldn't be 
much the matter with me.* ' I can't think 
what makes my hearing so bad,' says a third. 
Our Saviour said of some of old, 'Ye can 
discern the face of the sky ; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times P' * So it might 
be said to such as these, — You watch the 
fading leaf, and know that soon it must fall, 
but have you no eyes for your own fading ? 
You know the meaning of the change in the 
trees, from green to brown, and from thick to 
thin ; can you not trace in like manner the 
signs in yourselves P The old man^s cough, 
the stijBEness of limbs, the didness of hearing, 
are like the fading of the leaf before it falls ; 
they are signs of death drawing near ; they 
come with a message from God, * We all do 
fade as a leaf.' 

* Matt. xvi. 3. 
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But all leaves do not thus fade ; some fall 
without fading. An April shower will break off 
some of the opening buds, a summer storm will 
scatter some green leaves. In like manner 
some men die young, and others are cut off in 
the prime of life. It may be by pining sick- 
ness, or it may be by a sudden stroke ; but, in 
such cases, there is no failing of the powers 
through old age: these are like a leaf that 
falls without fading, or fades before its time. 
And thus the text applies, not only to those 
who are getting old, but to the young and 
strong too. The youngest may early fade, the 
strongest may be taken without warning ; even 
if not, their time will come at length. It is 
still true, ' We all do fade as a leaf.' 

Now what is the great lesson to be learnt 
from this certain truth? If our life be thus 
like the season of the leaf, — the change and 
the fall sure to come, and perhaps before we 
think, — how should such a life be spent? 
Before this question can be answered properly, 
we must take into account one thing more ; 
that, though we fade as a leaf, we are not like 
a leaf in other respects. The leaf fades, falls, 
decays, and is no more. It may serve, in the 
wonderful order of nature, to give noiLrishment 
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either to the tree that bore it, or to other 
plants, and thus help to bring forth fresh leaves 
another season, but that very leaf will be a 
leaf no more. Not so with us. We fall, and 
die, and go to corruption, like a leaf ; but the 
soul does not die ; and even the body, in the 
great day of resurrection, will rise again and 
be once more joined to the soul, to live for 
ever, happy or miserable, in the world to come. 
How then ought we to live here ? 

1. We ought to bear in mind the fading, 
the faU, the great change, and the life to 
come ; and not to live, as if we were placed 
here for ever. We have no lease of life ; we 
are but tenants at will, the will of God. Our 
plans therefore ought not to be formed, as if 
we were sure to live to carry them out : we 
ought to sit loose to the things of time and 
sense, knowing that soon we shall be called to 
give them up ; how soon, we know not. — 
Alas ! many live as if this life were to last for 
ever. Blind to all the signs aroimd and within 
them, — ^the change of seasons, and the falling 
leaf ; death coming to friends and neighbours, 
and perhaps into their own house ; sickness 
seizing one person, infirmity creeping on 
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another, years advancing with all ; themselves 
growing older every year, and perhaps already 
beginning to feel the weakness of old age; 
blind to all this, they plan, and scheme, and 
think, and speak, as if there were no end, no 
death, at hand. We are not meant to live 
thus. These tokens and signs are given in 
very mercy, in order that we may remember 
that God hath made our days 'as an hand- 
breadth.* The Psalmist prayed, 'Lord, make 
me to know mine end, and the measure of my 
days, what it is ; that I may know how frail I 
am.'* It was a good and wise prayer; not 
for him only, but for all ; for we do too much 
forget how frail we are. 

2. We ought to live always prepared for the 
great change. All will allow that they ought 
to be prepared ; but most seem to think, that it 
is not necessary to be always prepared. They are 
shocked at the thought of dying unprepared ; 
but seem to think the work of preparation to be 
a work for the future, not for the present : they 
mean to prepare, but not now. This is not safe^ 
It is not for this that such warnings are written, 
* We all do fade as a leaf.' We must be alwayn 

* Ps. xzziz. 4, 6. 
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prepared, or we are never safe. The fading 
may be going on, while we are not aware ; with- 
out our knowledge, some inward disease may 
be preying upon us, which may carry us off in 
a moment. Or the fall may come without any 
fading : as a storm shakes down the green leaf, 
so death may suddenly come upon us without 
disease. Besides, is the time of fading the 
proper time for doing the most important work 
of life ? When strength is failing, and the 
mind is weakened by disease, and the body 
perhaps disturl^ by painful days and sleepless 
nights, — is this the time to which we ought to 
put off* preparing for eternity? No. If we 
would read aright the lesson of the fading leaf, 
we must not put off this great work, but begin 
now, and live always prepared. * Watch there- 
fore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come.' * 

Our Lord Himself has made our peace by His 
own precious blood. He died to reconcile sinners 
to God. He invites us to believe, and be saved. 
Thus, we may live always prepared ; pardoned, 
reconciled, justified, accepted; with no sin un- 
forgiven, no guilt on our conscience, because 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ. Let 

* Matt. xxiy. 42. 
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none ' neglect so great salvation ! ' * Let none 
put off to the future the work of to-day ; ^ Be- 
hold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.' t 

3. We ought to make the most of our time, 
while it lasts, for doing the work which God 
has given us to do. The first work for all is to 
seek salvation, to secure the one thing needful, 
to make sure of a part in Christ. But, besides 
this, God has set other work before us ; work 
for His glory, and for the good of others. Every 
Christian should be a worker for God. What 
particular work each is to do, must depend upon 
the circumstances in which God has placed him, 
and the means which God has given him : but 
some work for God is set before all. 

The time for doing this work, whatever it 
may be, is life ; this present short and fleeting 
life. ' There is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest.' + Our Lord Himself said, ' I must work 
the works of Him that sent me, while it is day ; 
the night cometh, when no man can work.' Sj 
Yes ! the night cometh to us also. Time is 

* Heb. ii. 3. f 2 Cor. vi. 2. + Eccles. ix. 10. 

§ John, is. 4. 
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passing away, with all its means and oppor- 
tunities ; every day makes our working time 
shorter; with many, strength is already fail- 
ing, they cannot do what they once could ; 
the end is drawing near, the night in which 
no man can work. How earnest should we 
be, while our day lasts! How anxious to 
make the most of our time ! It will never 
come again. 

Let these words of the text remain fixed in 
your minds. And when you stand admiring 
the rich colours of the autumn wood, or notice 
the branches gradually becoming bare, remember 
the lesson they teach, ' We all do fade as a 
leaf ; ' and think of your frailty, your souls, 
and your work. Old and young — you who are 
failing, and you who are strong — think seriously 
of these words. Seriously, yet not sadly. For 
there is no sadness in a change, if that change 
be for the better ; and we need not fear to fade 
and fall, if we have a sure hope of a brighter 
rising, and a more lasting and happy life. 
* Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which, according to His abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
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undefiled, and that fadeth not away.' * Oh ! 
seek that hope and that inheritance for your 
own, — a good hope, an unfading inheritance, — 
and then you need fear no change. Only, — ^let 
the falling leaf remind you to seek in time ; 
' Seek ye the Lord, while He may be found ; 
call ye upon Him while He is near.' t 

» 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. t Isa. Iv. 5. 
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SPIRITUAL SLEEP. 



Mabk, xin. 36. — * Lest, coming suddenly, He find you 

sleeping.* 

The Bible is full of warnings; no spiritual 
danger lies in our path, of whicli we have not 
full notice there. If we did but give heed to 
the Word of God, we could not be taken by 
surprise as to our souls. Thus it has always 
been in God's dealings with men. The world 
before the flood was warned, Lot's sons-in-law 
were warned, the people of Nineveh were warned, 
the Jewish nation was warned. And so it is 
still. No Christian who falls into a snare, no 
careless person overwhelmed with confusion at 
the coming of Christ, no sinner ruined for ever 
through sin, will be able to say, *I had no 
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warning.' Day after day, warnings come to 
us. They are written in the Word of God, they 
are seen in His providence, they may be found 
in many of the conunonest things that happen. 
Alas ! that they should come to numbers, all in 
vain ! 

Here, in the text, is a warning of danger 
given by our Lord Himself. The danger is — 
not the coming of the Lord, but our being 
asleep when He comes. Far from there being 
anything to fear in His coming, it will be the 
happiest thing that ever befell us, if only we be 
awake and prepared. The danger is — ^lest, 
coming suddenly, He find us sleeping. 

He will come suddenly. We have no reason 
to expect any further notice than such as He 
has given us already, and is giving us day by 
day. If He were to come now^ — even while I 
am writing, or you reading or hearing, — it 
would indeed be a sudden coming, but not a 
coming without warning. And such, in truth, 
will His coming be. Men will be about their 
usual employments ; on week-days, buying and 
seUing, planning and labouring, marrying and 
giving in marriage ; on the Lord*s day, some 
meeting for worship, and some seeking their 
pleasure. Whatever changes the world may 
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yet undergo, and however the customs and 
employments of men may be altered, — things 
will be going on in their usual course, whatever 
that may be, when the Son of Man comes. 

But, I repeat, even in His sudden coining, 
there is nothing to fear, if only we be f oimd 
watching. Take the case of a true and earnest 
•Christian ; one who has fled for refuge to Jesus 
Christ, trusts in Him, loves Him, follows Him, 
and looks for His appearing. Why should such 
an one fear ? Is there any danger to him in 
the coming of the Lord, whether sudden or ex- 
pected ? Surely not. It is what he looks for 
and longs for. It is what will complete his 
happiness. It is what his Master left as His 
parting promise when He went away ; * I will 
come again, and receive you imto myself ; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.' * There is 
nothing here to make him afraid, but rather 
everything to make him glad.— The danger is, 
lest any be found sleeping. The whole question 
of joy or sorrow, gain or loss, at the coining of 
Christ, depends on the state in which we are 
found,— ready or not ready, watching or 
sleeping. 

But what does * sleeping ' mean here P This 

* John, xiv. 3. 
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may be learnt from the meaning of the opposite 
word, * "Watch/ In the parable which goes 
before the text, the master * gave authority to 
his servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch.' * Now, if on 
his return he found the porter at his post and the 
servants at their work, all bearing in mind his 
command, doing his will, and making ready for 
his return, — ^then he would be satisfied ; they 
woidd be found watching y and all would be welL 
But, if on the other hand, any one of them 
should act in quite a different way, and (as St. 
Matthew has it) should say in his heart, * My 
Lord delayeth His coming ; and should begin 
to smite his fellow- servants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken,' t — this man would 
be doing the very opposite to tcatching, and, 
though perhaps active in evil, would properly 
be said to be sleeping, because not doing his 
master's wiU and preparing for his return. 

To apply this to ourselves — every person is 
sleeping, in the sense of the text, who is not 
watching for the coming of Christ ; that is, who 
is not doing the work he has been set to do, 
and living in that state of heart and prepara- 
tion, in which he has been told to live. 

♦ Mark, xiii. 34. + Matt. xxiv. 48, 49. 
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How many then are sleeping ! Awake and 
active about a multitude of other things, but 
asleep as regards the coming of Christ. The 
person who lives in sin ; the worldly-minded, 
selfish and covetous ; he who wastes his time in 
the pursuit of pleasure ; the thoughtless and 
careless ; all these, as well as the idle and sloth- 
ful, may be called sleepers. If the text had 
stood thus, ' Lest, coming suddenly, he find you 
sinning/ all would have been ready to ac- 
knowledge the awfulness of being found so, — 
taken in the act, sinning at the very moment of 
His appearing. But this word ^ sleeping,' in- 
cludes many who would be ill-pleased to be 
classed among the sinning. It takes in all who 
are not true and earnest servants of Christ ; 
and it speaks with a voice of warning even to 
those who are so — ^lest they also should fall 
into sloth or carelessness. 

And now let me press this matter home to 
you, and ask — ^What is ^our state ? Are you 
watching or sleeping ? — ^You may be as much 
alive to religion as people in general, you may 
even pay more attention to it than most of your 
friends : but that is not the question. Judging 
yourselves by quite another rule, and fixing 
your thoughts on the coming of Christ, — ^which 

Q 
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are you, watching or sleeping, ready or not 
ready ? Let me ask you further — for one 
question brings another — Are you now in 
earnest P Do you make your soul the first 
thing ? Have you been brought to repentance ? 
Have you betaken yourselves to the Friend of 
sinners, the only Saviour ? Have you sought 
pardon and peace through His blood P Are 
you walking with God, and serving Christ P 
Thus, are you ready — ready to meet Christ, 
ready to die P 

These are solemn questions, and such as few 
like to ask themselves ; for people in general are 
not fond of the work of self-examination, and 
least of all on such subjects as these. Yet there 
is nothing more important than to know the 
state of our souls. Put these questions then to 
yourselves, honestly and sincerely ; not merely 
to quiet conscience by going through the form 
of self-examination, but really to know how 
you stand with regard to the coming of Christ. 

And while you do so, try to realise His 
coming. Do not think of it as a thing certainly 
far off, but imagine it to be close at hand. 
Figure to yourselves that you hear the sound 
of His approach, and see already the rending 
of the sky — another moment, and you will 
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stand before Him. And then ask yourselves, 
'Am I watcliing? Am I ready?' Oh the 
folly and vanity of men's minds, that will not 
be persuaded thus to realise things to come! 
That refuse to think of certain things as cer- 
tain, and real things as real, and sudden things 
as sudden! That will still be occupied ^th 
trifles, to the. neglect of things of eternal im- 
portance ! That, in numberless cases, will 
never think and act as if the Lord were com- 
ing, till the trumpet sound shall be heard! 
The only wise and true way of examining 
ourselves on this subject is to do it thus, as if 
the time were come. Some may think other- 
wise. * I am not ready noWy they say, ^ it is 
true ; and if He were now to come, I fear He 
would find me sleeping : but I hope I shall be 
ready before the time arrives.' This is a mere 
delusion ; there is no truth in such a hope, and 
no foundation for it. If you did really hope to 
be ready, would you not begin to prepare ? And 
if it were indeed the desire of your heart to avoid 
the danger of being found sleeping, would you 
be content to remain for one moment longer as 
you are ? — ^Besides, what is to change you P If 
not ready now, why should you be then ? You 
are taking no steps towards it, you are living 
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contentedly unprepared, yon are sleeping away 
your time : what is to happen to bring about a 
change P how shall you find if you do not seek P 
— 'But/ you will reply, 'I mean to change 
before then.' 'Mean!' and 'Then!' These 
are not words to use on such a subject, they 
have no place here ; our Lord shut them out 
altogether when He said, 'Lest, coming sud- 
denly,^ Be assured of this, that if you willingly 
sleep on, hoping to awake in time, the pro- 
bability is — ^nay the certainty , unless a change 
be wrought which you do not seek and have no 
right to expect — ^that what you are now, su6h 
you will be then ; and that, coming suddenly, 
He will find you sleeping. Now is the time to 
awake. To-day is the best of all days for 
beginning to prepare ; the only day you can 
call your own ; the one day of all others, which 
God says is 'the day of salvation.'* 'Awake, 
then, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light ! ' t 

I might urge you to this by a most solemn 
motive, to be drawn from one word in the text. 
I might set before you what is conveyed in this 
little word, 'Lest:' the terrible consequences 
of being found sleeping at the coming of Christ; 

* 2 Cor. Ti. 2. t Ephes. v. 14. 
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the startling surprise ; the fearful thought that 
all is lost ; the first dreadful sight of eternity ; 
the fear, remorse, and despair ; and then, the 
judgment, the sentence, the place of punish- 
ment. But I forbear. I trust your own 
thoughts will set these things before you, and 
remind you, more solemnly and closely than 
the words of another can do, what will be the 
consequence, if ' coming suddenly He find you 
sleeping.' 

Thus far I have addressed the careless or un- 
decided. Now, let the text be applied shortly 
to those who are neither careless nor undecided, 
and yet need a quickening word ; slothful and 
unwatchful Christians. Indeed, which of us is 
so diligent and watchful, as to stand in no need 
of being quickened P Is there one who can say 
truly, ' I do not want this text P' 

Dear brethren, you have much that calls you 
to be watchful and diligent. You have your 
Master to serve, and your work to do ; you have 
your hearts to keep, your lips to guard, your 
conduct to order aright ; you have inward cor- 
ruption to wrestle with, outward temptations 
and difficulties to meet ; there is the flesh to be 
crucified with the affections and lusts, the world 
to be overcome, the devil to be resisted ; grace 
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to be sought, wants to be suppKed, the blood of 
sprinkling to be continually obtained. With all 
this, you have no time to lose, you cannot afford 
to be spiritually asleep, you must be up and 
doing. And, beside the motives which press 
upon people in general, there is one that will 
weigh more than any with those who love 
Christ ; it is this : He whom you love, who died 
for you, called you by His grace, and gave you 
the knowledge of Himself in your hearts, He 
desires you to watch ; these are His words, 
' What I say unto you, I say unto all. Watch!'* 
Let love prevail to make you watchful. It is 
the Lord's desire, as well as His command, that, 
at whatever hour He come. He may find you 
doing His work and looking for His coming. 
Oh let Him see of the travail of His soul in you, 
and be satisfied ! t Let Him see you His loving, 
waiting, watchful servants ! There is wholesome 
warning in His words ; but there is love in them 
too. He would have that a happy day to you. 
He would have it to bea blessed thing for you, 
either to die, or to see His appearing. He 
would have you among those who will hve His 
appearing, and whose voice will join in the 
chorus of the redeemed, ' Lo, this is our God ; 
♦ Mark, xiii. 37. t Isa. liii. 11. 
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we have waited for Him, and He will save 
us.'* 

As you love the Lord Jesus then, as you re- 
gard His wishes, as you desire to welcome Him 
with joy, be not slothful ; let not the spirit of 
slumber steal over you ; in prayer, in meditation, 
in self-examination, in the use of all the means 
of grace, in your daily walk, in public and 
private duties, be wakeful and diligent. Let 
the porter watch, let each servant be about his 
work, let the Master be in the hearts of all ; 
and then, even though He come suddenly. He 
will not find you sleeping. 

* Isa. XXV. 9. 
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